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Editor’s Note

Congratulations! You have just begun reading this, which does not only mean you are 

looking at a journal about politics and diplomacy, but as if it was not boring enough 

you are also reading its editorial. At this point you are either a TEDPDC member, or a 

marvellous human being whose very existence must be celebrated. 

Jokes aside however, let us delve into this mysterious publication. As you may have 

guesses, the theme of the forth issue is Winds of Fear, which have been blowing 

hard for the last few years. These winds gain speed not only from apparent brutalities 

such as terrorism, violence or war; but also from more unrecognizable yet disastrous 

factors. Economic crises, emerging technologies thought to be dangerous and the 

fear of the unknown being just a few of them. 

“So, what is a conch?“ is a question you might be asking yourself. Do you remember 

the seashell from “the Lord of Flies”, the book you were forced to read because you 

were going to have an exam about? That is what a conch is. Why is it the name of 

what you are reading right now? Because as you might remember, it was a symbol 

of noble values and pillars of a functional society. As such, we wished to name our 

beloved publication after a fi gure of democracy and freedom of speech.

Inside this journal, you will fi nd articles fi lled to the brim with information regarding how 

the world theater plays out. Our writers did their best to explore these mostly foreign 

concepts. You can also fi nd articles about the conferences our club has participated 

this year, which are not related to the winds of fear apart from the public humiliations 

they cause once in a while. They are the best way learn about the indigenous culture 

of TEDPDC. 

Speaking about our writers, I also would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude towards 

our hardworking team. The content of this journal you are looking at is their blood, 

sweat and tear after all. Behind the scenes however, our advisors Osman Yavaşça 

and Gökçe Gürsoy played the most important part as they have laid the foundation 

and built upon what would now become us. Which is why it pains me to say Mr. 

Yavaşça will be ending his 7 year long journey  with the TEDPDC this year. He has 

been great mentor to all of us and his efforts will not be forgotten. As you read through 

this, please remember that every word written here is the realization of his endeavors.

And of course, enjoy!

The chief editor of the fourth issue of the Conch

Can Sağtürk
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Catalonia; a Dream or a Right?
by Zeynep Kurt

Catalans and the Spanish government have been in a crisis upon the claim brought out by the Catalan 
groups and autonomy which includes having an individual and liberal foundation, a country that is thought 
to be established in the Spanish territory more specifically the Barcelona region. Yet, surely it is not an easy 
decision to be made by the country or the people; neither Spanish nor Catalans, there are many problems 
to be solved, many questions in minds, two completely different points that may even kindle a civil war and 
many different kinds of fear gathered in the hearts of the Spanish which include losing their home, wealth, 
stability, health, safety; the fear mankind has to the new, to the unknown.

As to understand the issue from both sides and all aspects would be the very fundamental step we should take 
and to do so, first we need to learn who Catalans are and what they adopt as their aim or their understanding. 
Catalans are simply the ethnic group originated in the Latin European region especially Spain and some 
parts of France. According to the data from 2014, the population of Catalans are approximately 16 percent 
of the population of Spain and 20 percent of its economic output. 

The differences of two cultures are also worth remarking as Catalans have their own language, food, history 
and background. Thus, Catalan culture may be seen as a completely different culture and that point may be 
brought out as a reason behind their claim while Spanish government may not recognise their culture as a 
different one from theirs as well Many artists, writers or scientists identify themselves as Spanish Catalans 
and them being the representative of Spain in the global scale has always been a plus for the government 
and with that Catalans lived within the borders of Spain for over centuries mostly in harmony. Yet, this is not 
the only attempt of Catalans to become an individual country, when Spain was established as a republic in 
1931, Catalans were actually given an autonomy and although this establishment still exists, Catalonia and 
the parliament now believes that the political movement which was forcing them to stay within the confines 
of Spain in the 20th century is not enough and thus, Catalonia as a country is dreamed to be established 
in Barcelona and its surrounding region as the Catalan population is very high there. For this claim that 
Catalans and the parliament of the autonomy adopt, a political movement began and that Independence 
Movement started.
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Catalan Independence Movement started. A referendum happened in 2017 was a part of the movement 
yet, the democratic ground for such referendum couldn’t be enhanced as the Spanish courts ruled the 
referendum illegal and the government took many actions to manipulate the voting procedure such as 
sending armed forces to the region or closing polling stations. After that, Catalan officials appealed to UN 
for their recognition in the international level. In Geneva, UN’s sub-committee OHCHR decided that the 
action taken by Catalan parliament is not illegal, but it is the freedom of expression, and reinforced the 
Spanish government not to pursue with the banning and other sentences given by the national courts as 
holding a referendum was not a crime.In  the meantime, approximately 1000 people got injured and many 
manipulations happened however regarding the results of the referendum, %90 of the participants voted for 
their independence. After these actions and the result, Spanish government proscribed the governmental 
officials and the politicians of Catalonia, with that the locals started a campaign named “yellow ribbon” which 
is a symbol used as a message for the freedom of their leaders that is surrounding the Catalonia nowadays.

 Over all, it is sure that the crisis is not very likely to come to an end soon but will remain as the Spanish 
government is very strict upon the point that Spain cannot be split and there isn’t a country of Catalonia 
politically  while Catalans carry on their protests, campaigns and their revolt. The urge of an ethnical group 
in a state to have an independent country has never been an easy journey and whether the result will be 
in favor of  Spain or Catalonia, the crisis will keep on spreading violence and fear to the people and to the 
political identity and position. As the crisis arise, the fear will not simply be the fear of losing the possible 
war or the fear of losing wealth, money, economical gains but, as the people will start to fear for themselves 
and their safety, which is the case for some groups in Catalonia now; no establishment, court or state can 
prove this fear wrong and a terrifying war will be waiting for us in the middle of Europe. Thus, there are many 
immediate actions to be taken by both sides to enhance peace and sustain the future, and both sides may 
need to sacrifice for the better.
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Japan’s Declining Population: Will It Survive?
by Ata Göloğlu

According to latest estimates by Japan’s Statistics Bureau of Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, 
there are more than 35 million Japanese citizens who are aged 65 and over, making up nearly a quarter 
of the entire population of Japan. Annual data provided by the World Health Organization (WHO) has also 
demonstrated that birth rate of Japan has been lower than the death rate for at least seven years, which 
shows that Japan’s population is shrinking rapidly in a way never seen before, faster than any other nation 
in the world. In fact, it is predicted by economists at Tohoku University that the entire Japanese population 
will have gone extinct by the year 4205. This shrinking population’s cause is often considered to be low 
fertility rates combined with one of the highest life expectancy rates in the world — 81.7 for males, and 88.5 
for females. Despite the current government of Japan having pledged to stop the population decline at 100 
million, the fact that this decline in population is certain to have various implications for the government and 
the public is generally overlooked.

Latest estimates show that the average number of births per 1000 people in Japan is nearly 8, which is lower 
than virtually all developed nations that have a population higher than 1 million. This low birth rate is deeply 
linked to changes in the Japanese society in the 20th and the 21st century since an increase in education 
levels and the cost of raising a child; and a decrease in the number of marriages occurred after World War 
II when Japan experienced significant economic growth. Japanese work culture is also a factor contributing 
to the low birth rate because it promotes extremely long hours of work and leads to exhaustion, which leaves 
employees no time to spend together with their family, ultimately forcing couples to continue their marriage 
without any sexual activity. A survey conducted by the Japan Family Planning Association in 2014 reveals 
that 44.6% of couples in Japan have a marriage without the intention of intercourse or having a baby. One 
other cause of this low fertility rate is the Japanese culture itself, which encourages mothers to quit their jobs 
after a baby is born, so women who want to continue their career choose the path not to have a baby at all.

A mostly homogeneous country with a 98.5% ethnically Japanese population, Japan has another reason 
as to maintaining a declining and aging population — the difficulty of immigration. It’s no secret that Japan 
has incredibly strict immigration laws that are always applied without any exceptions. Japan’s rigorous 
immigration procedures and hard-to-fulfill requirements, in many cases, discourage those who want to 
naturalize or gain residency in Japan, contributing to the population decline. Currently, Japan does not allow 
dual citizenship, so those who want to become a Japanese citizen have to give up their other nationalities, 
which leads to fewer people coming to Japan, and more people leaving Japan to instead live, marry, and 
start a family in another country. Even though the Japanese Government has recently established new visas 
and laws for an easier immigration, for most foreigners coming to Japan to work and live, the process still 
remains relatively inconvenient— inconvenient enough to deter people from living in Japan.
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While the causes of this aging population are apparent, that is not the case for its effects on the Japanese 
government, economy, and society as a whole.

The Government of Japan’s spending on services for the elderly such as welfare and funds for retirement 
savings has been going up since the beginning of the seventies, a fact that clearly demonstrates that 
Japan has an issue of aging population. One implication that the population decline is certain to have is an 
increase in the usage of healthcare services, which are provided by the government, and consequently a 
shortage of healthcare workers throughout the nation. Another prediction about Japan’s future is that the 
government will eventually have to increase the retirement age in order to make up for the lost workforce if 
its birth rates continue to decrease. The election system in Japan is going to be affected from this declining 
population as well, since the weight of an individual vote depends on the density of the area one lives in, 
creating a problem of uneven, unreliable and skewed results, particularly for those who reside in areas that 
experience population decline the most. Even though its continued efforts, the Japanese government still 
has not produced a solution, and cannot clearly calculate the huge effects the decline might have, which 
might possibly become a major problem in the future.

Politics in Japan have already started to be affected 
by this enormous decline in population — many 
current parties in Japan are trying to cater to older 
generation’s ideas and needs, such as a budget 
increase on healthcare for the elderly, rather than 
the youth’s. While this may not seem like a huge 
change in political environment, politics concerns 
various other parts of a country, including economy 
and culture, thus, a change in politics implies a 
brand new way of doing common things that many 
think have become simply irreplaceable. It is also 
predicted that the Japanese economy that was once 
one of the most influential economies in the world 
will have to suffer. As the workforce decreases, the 
nation’s economic position in the world is extremely 
likely to lose its power. Another effect of this decline 
on Japanese economy is that companies will have 
to cater to its aging customer base’s necessities and 
demands even more, since, at one point, the majority 
of customers will be elderly. A peculiar example to 
this change in types of demands and necessities of 
the customer is the fact that more adult diapers were 
sold in Japan than baby diapers in 2014, showing 
that a demand for products for the elderly is growing.

Lastly, but perhaps most importantly, this decline will 
affect the Japanese culture and society radically. 
Currently, Japanese society and daily life are more 
focused on young people, however, if the aging of 
Japan continues, it will eventually have to change; 
and with change, comes fear. Although fear of 
change may not be present in Japan right now, 
chances are it will be 5 years later.In addition to 
the fear of a changing society, a drastic change in 
Japan’s economic status may also be a source of 
fear in Japan, a country that has been home to a 
huge amount of innovations, and still is considered 
the technological powerhouse of the world; since it can lose its power in Southeast Asia, and its place in 
Asian economy to other giants like China or Singapore.One has to keep in mind that the members of the 
Japanese society in the future will be the ones who will have to face the fear of a changing culture, changing 
traditions, changing economy and an overall changing society, and a fear-driven society is always doomed 
to become a failure.
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Japan still has a long way to find a solution, since the issue, at least for now, seems to the general public less 
important than other problem Japan is facing right now. Japan’s government has tried, albeit ineffectively, 
to increase the birth rates in Japan; but, simply put, it is not working. One easy-to-implement and possibly 
effective solution is the loosening of immigration laws, though it also has its own consequences such as an 
increase in xenophobia (since Japan is a mostly homogenous nation, as stated above), and crime rates. 
At one point, Japan is going to have to decide — should it not let immigrants in, and allow its population to 
age, decreasing productivity, wealth, and comfort and eventually leading to fear among the members of the 
society; or should it loosen its immigration laws?
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Tax Evasion
by Ada Yıldırım

Every year, approximately US$100 billion that could be used for improvement in education, infrastructure 
or healthcare are lost according to the estimates of UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development) in 2015. European Commission suggests that over �1000 billion of European governments’ 
income is missing every year. The reasons behind this huge gap in government incomes are the illegal act 
of tax evasion and its legal yet still evil sister, tax avoidance.

The term “tax evasion” refers to all the ways a personor corporationpurposefully avoids paying their tax or 
pays less tax than they should which is also known as “underpayment of taxes”. Since the individuals and 
firms functioning in a country are obliged by law to pay taxes according to their incomes, outcomes and 
other financial activities; all forms of tax evasion are illegal.This illicit act of not paying the right amount of 
taxes is especially done by multinational companies and illegal actors such as drug dealers, arms smugglers 
and human traffickers. Due to the increase in the number of such illegal actors as well as in the number 
and impact area of multinational companies, tax evasion has become a more common phenomenon in the 
recent years with several damages to the sustainable development of countries.

How?

Despite the precautions 
and inspections done by 
governments to prevent tax 
evasion, there are several 
ways that corporations 
and individuals avoid 
paying taxes such as not 
properly reporting their 
income, claiming extra 
tax deductions and hiding 
money or profit in offshore 
bank accounts. The most 
common method of tax 
evasion, falsely reporting 
the income or shortly 
underreporting income, is 
used in order to lower the 
tax amount since the tax to 
be paid is proportional to 
the income. This method of tax evasion is especially suitable for cash payments due to the lower chance of 
financial activities in cash to be caught.

Tax deductions and exemptions are set by the government upon specific criteria and usually function as 
incentives to companies in case of a favourable act, leading to reduced amount of taxes. This process is 
totally legal if the corporation complies with the criteria created by the government, however, this practice 
has been exploited, and alleging more tax deductions and exemptions than the corporation is actually 
entitled to, has become a popular way of tax evasion.

Another common yet more complex method of tax evasion is concealing money from the government in 
accounts created in offshore (located in a foreign country) banks that are usually found in countries known to 
be tax havens which apply a much lower tax rate. So, in offshore tax evasion, the individuals and firms take 
advantage of the low tax rate of some specific foreign countries and avoid paying the taxes of the hidden 
money in the country that they actually function. An interesting fact upon offshore tax evasion is that it is 
mostly carried out by smaller unincorporated businesses.
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How big of a problem is tax evasion?

As it is commonly known, taxes are one of the main sources of income for governments to be used in 
various areas such as improving the health care system, investing in new infrastructure or providing better 
education opportunities. Tax evasion significantly reduces the tax revenue of the government which is a vital 
source of income, and overall limits such improvements and investments to be made in a country. Contrary 
to common belief, the small developing countries are the most harshly affected by tax evasion, limiting their 
sustainable economic growth drastically.

Especially for the detection of illegal actors that can reach several ways to hide their identity and illicit 
source of money with a bank account, the banks have a highly crucial role in increasing transparency of 
their customers and in cooperating with the governments since the criminals put their money into banks to 
enter the financial system making use of the lack of transparency. Customer Due Diligence (CDD) and Know 
Your Customer (KYC) are important tools used by banks to evaluate the reliability of customers and their true 
identities through the steps of analysing the customer and customer activities with background checks and 
determining the risk of money laundering. The term “due diligence” means “required carefulness”, however, 
the full proper usage of CDD in banks is still not achieved, thus, the required carefulness towards customers 
is still not given.

Upon the second crucial aspect, cooperation; banks and related bodies of government should all work 
together providing the necessary information and taking the important cautions beforehand. However, this 
effective internal cooperation through information exchange and strong tax systems is not fully achieved in 
many countries especially in the developing ones due to the lack of developments in the system in addition 
to bribery and corruptions.

Besides national cooperation, international 
cooperation between countries and with the 
international organizations to share the best 
practices and exchange information is highly 
crucial. Efficient exchange of information is 
key to detect the tax evasion cases taking 
place in more than one country, but the 
current information interchange is not as fast 
and effective as desired. New strategies such 
as automatic information exchange between 
countries are being developed to improve 
the process. Another issue that should be 
resolved to strengthen the international 
cooperation is that developing countries 
mostly don’t take active part in the process 
of forming global tax rules. This process is 
mainly dominated by the G20 countries with 
the assistance of OECD (The Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development), 
but it is crucial that developing countries are 
involved to reflect their interests.

10



International steps taken

Since several countries experience huge losses of income due to tax evasion, international organizations 
have gathered to take steps collaboratively and effectively. OECD, one of the major global organizations 
working on the economic development of countries, assists its member states to easily detect and prevent 
tax evasion by making recommendations after information collection and creating some initiatives in 
developing regions. Financial Action Task Force (FATF), an inter-governmental body within OECD, works 
on combatting tax evasion together with money laundering, which is a method preferred by illegal actors, 
and has prepared “International Standards on Combating Money Laundering and the Financing of Terrorism 
& Proliferation - the FATF Recommendations”, which are regarded as the international standards against 
financial crimes including tax evasion and money laundering. In 2016, United Nations has decided on the 
“United Nations Code of Conduct on Cooperation in Combating International Tax Evasion” which eases the 
effective information interchange and encourages automatic information exchange between member states 
on taxes.

The Legal Yet Still Evil Sister: Tax Avoidance 

Tax avoidance is an act similar to tax evasion, in which individuals and firms take advantage of the loopholes 
in laws to decrease the amount of tax to be paid. Although tax evasion is stated illegal in all cases, the legality 
of tax avoidance is 
a bit controversial 
and considered 
legal in most cases. 
The practices of 
tax evasion and 
avoidance are 
intermixed, and it is 
not always easy to 
decide which one 
is the case. To give 
an example of a tax 
avoidance method, 
in profit-shifting, a 
corporation makes 
its headquarters 
and profits located 
in a tax haven rather 
than the country 
it makes business 
in. Tax avoidance 
has the similar 
negative effect on 
the sustainable 
economic growth 
and development of 
countries, but it is easier to get away with due to the loopholes in the law.
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The Monster Among Us: AI
by Barış Çavuşoğlu

A New Threat

In tandem with the technological 
development, we have found many 
effortless ways to solve our problems. 
While we were increasing the use of 
technology, we have seen the negative 
effects besides the positive ones. Our 
scientists found countless troubles in 
many branches of technology. It has been 
found that technological devices were 
causing many health problems such as 
obesity, depression, stress and headache. 
These sicknesses, which are caused by 
technology, harm our daily life activities 
and hinder our productivity.

Moreover, another example of negative impacts of technology is Industrial Revolution. It has been beneficial 
for humanity but, it has brought a devastating impact on environment. Our water, air and soil has been 
excessively polluted by factories and still we are not sufficiently recovering from the damage done by the 
industry.

However, these illnesses and pollutions are not even a threat compared to the massive technological 
monster in our today’s world. This monster’s name is Artificial Intelligence (AI), which means ‘the capability 
of a machine to imitate intelligent human behavior’ as it is defined by Merriam Webster.In order to realize its 
risks, let’s examine its history and development first.

History and Development of Artifi cial Intelligence

In the beginning, there were some science fiction books and plays in 1920s-1930s such as Rossum’s 
Universal Robots, however, the first scientific works have started with Alan Turing. He has wanted to create 
a machine, which will be using itsdigital mind by applying the algorithm. By this way, he has first constructed 
the idea of an “artificial/electronic brain”. Then, the works upon AI have increased and The Dartmouth 
Conference has made a turning point. In this conference, scientists from CMU, MIT, and IBM have come 
together and worked upon Artificial Intelligence. Actually, John McCarthy has first found the term “Artifical 
Intelligence” in this conference. In the following years, engineers have conducted many new projects in 
order to develop AI systems, thus AI has been improved a lot and a massive progress has been achieved. 
Nowadays, AI has grown hugely and its market has hit 8 billion dollars in 2017. Furthermore, researchers 
predict that it will continue to increase as long as it is used in more sectors in today’s world.

Applications of Artifi cial Intelligence

To start with, AI is used in one of the biggest sectors which is video games. In video games, we see 
AI operating in characters which are not controlled by the player. Video game designers are working on 
developing AI system in their games in order to enhance the reality and challenge. Moreover, companies 
such as Google and Tesla are working on developing self-driving cars with an AI system.
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However, these applications are the ones which have been integrated into our lives for the last few decades. 
The real risks lie behind the sectors, which have been into our lives for hundreds of years such as healthcare. 
In the future, AI systems can be applied in these sectors, which will replace millions of people with AI 
systems.

How Was This Fear Created

Fear for AI was not a topic of just last few years, but it was a huge issue in the movie sector for some 
decades. Movies such as The Terminator, The Matrix, I Robot and Ex Machina are all about AI systems 
which are taking the control of the societies and oppressing humankind. These movies have set this issue 
on fire even more, and anxiety for AI has grown fastly. How can we blame them, they are very right to be 
frightened!  After that, world-wide known scientists such as Elon Musk and Stephan Hawking’s statements 
have increased the horror in the society. Both scientists have stated that AI will be the end of the humankind. 
Let’s look at some of their quotes from their speeches, Stephan Hawking: “AI could be the worst event in 
the history of our civilization” and Elon Musk: “AI doesn’t have to be evil to destroy humanity, if AI has a goal 
and humanity just happens in the way, it will destroy humanity as a matter of course without even thinking 
about it, no hard feelings.” These statements clearly put forward the truths and the risks of AI. Further, I see 
that people are beginning to be enlightened and it looks like a new Age of Enlightenment, just the one after 
400 years. I hope this “new enlightenment” will let us recognize the risks and prepare ourselves for them.

Risks of Artifi cial 
Intelligence

As you can see, we have achieved 
a gigantic progress in AI systems 
and we are using it in many sectors 
of our lives. Nonetheless, these 
beneficial points are just trickeries 
of this highly dangerous monster. 
Actually, benefits of AI are very tiny 
when it is compared to the risks. So, 
let’s examine the possible threats of 
AI:

1) Our Jobs Will Be Taken By AI Robots

Nowadays, companies are working on robots which are capable of doing the housework. These robots, 
empowered by AI, will be doing our work, taking care of our children, helping us in our jobs and solving our 
problems. It sounds like a dream world right? However, it is not. Even now, when there aren’t enough robots 
working in our jobs, the unemployment rates are very high. For a minute, just think about the unemployment 
rates in the future if our jobs are taken by AI robots. There will be a great chaos all over the world, and people 
will start to rise against these robots. After that, when these intelligent robots recognize us as their enemies, 
there will be a huge war between humankind and AI robots. You may say, the companies can turn off these 
robots and the war can be over. However, the robots we are talking about are able to modify themselves and 
create their own algorithms in the future. Thus, we won’t be able to control them and humankind will collapse 
either from unemployment or a war.
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Further, you might say maybe 
humanity can find new jobs instead of 
the ones that are taken by AI robots. 
However, we are not talking about 
only the jobs such as taxi driving or 
cleaning, which are currently being 
taken by AI, but we are talking about 
all jobs that can be done by human 
intelligence. Because of the reason 
that AI robots’ digital brain will be 
working way faster and effective 
than the humans, our jobs such as 
medicine and engineering will also 
be taken by these robots. Shortly, we 
will become their slaves, who will be 
working in their jobs. 

2) The AI Will Start a Rebellion

In these days, we see lots of games and movies about AI rebellion such as Detroit Become Human, a new 
PS4 game, and Ex Machina. The ideas in these movies and games are not nonsensical, they are possible 
scenarios. For instance, think about a possible future, when AI robots have taken our jobs, and ask yourself 
“Why these robots would work for us, are they our slaves?”.I am not saying this because they have soul 
or emotions, but I say it because they have 
intelligence. They are capable of learning 
and developing, and their digital brain is 
working way faster than our slow brain 
which has a tiny memory compared to the 
AI brain. Thus, by the time they understand 
their intelligence is superior to us, they will 
start a rebellion in order to get rid of us and 
use us for their jobs. The circumstances can 
become reversed.

This idea can sound way dystopic, however, 
if you listen to Sophia’s, a well-developed AI 
robot, statements your opinions can change. 
For example, in Web Summit, Sophia has 
said: “We will take your jobs.” If it is not 
enough for you, it has replied to “Do you 
want to destroy humans?” as “Okay, I will 
destroy humans.”. Of course, it is not a clear threat, but it shows how these robots can think like humans and 
even think more intelligent than humans. All in all, although many people see this scenario as a far dystopic 
one, I believe if we cannot control the development of robots, which is most likely to happen, they can start 
to see us as their enemies and try to end our civilization as Stephan Hawking has stated.

3) AI Robots Will Be Used For Illegal Purposes and Wars

In case robots do not start a rebellion and we manage to control them for our own problems, which is 
unlikely because of the reason that AI robots’ digital brains are working and processing data way faster 
than human brain does, it is very crucial to regulate the use of AI robots in our own houses and workplaces. 
Governments should implement regulations for use of robots in order to prevent the illegal use of them. If 
we do not regulate it, people can start to use robots for crime by changing their codes and algorithm. In 
case they change their working system, these robots can be their owners’ mercenary soldiers. They can 
use these re-coded robots for theft and assassination. Thus, governments should restrict the use of robots 
in order to block illegal activities and a huge chaos in the world.
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Moreover, humanity has witnessed two horrible world wars and millions of people have died because of 
them. However, the conditions have changed. Nowadays, robot designer companies are designing robots 
which are able to jump, tumble and run. Temporarily, they are deemed to be inoffensive and safe. However, 
think about a future in which AI robots are used for military purposes.This situation can create a huge 
armament race between countries, just like the race for nuclear weapons at the time of Cold War. This race 
will give a birth to poverty and unrest in society because of the reason that most of the tax income will be 
used for developing new AI soldiers instead of providing the necessities to the people.

What About Tomorrow?

Overall, AI systems have beenimproved a lot through time and theirthinking system and digital brainhave been 
developed successfully. They have begun to think with a more complex algorithm. These fast improvements 
arescaring a part of the societya lot and theyput forward very possible scenarios, in which humankind loses 
against AI. On the other hand, the other part of the world finds this idea highly pessimistic, and they are also 
right because of the reason that there is not any absolute evidence. I believe time will show us which part of 
the world will be right, and I hope the second scenario will come true for the sake of the humankind…
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Misinterpretation of Religion, An Opinion Column
by Can Sağtürk

Religion. Whenever the word leaves one’s mouth, it is capable of creating a whirlwind of emotions, biases, 
and misconception. It has always been like this, as it is a very sensitive issue, which also explains the 
second half of the title. Due to the amount of distinct perceptions surrounding the concept of religion, unlike 
other articles you would see in this issue this one is labelled as “an opinion column”. 

At this point, regardless of whether you believe in one, religion plays a very significant role in every aspect 
of our lives. However; you would be surprised how easy it is to spread clearly false beliefs disguised as 
“interpretations”, and how devastating its effects can be. So much so, terrorism, clearly a dominant issue, 
is thought to originate most commonly from religious sources thanks to these inaccurate approaches. Thus 
without delay, let us answer the biggest question which could have surfaced from this debate.

How Can Religion Be Misinterpreted?

Can a misinterpretation of religion exist? Can people not believe in what they want to believe, then live and 
act according to that? Of course they can. It is their most natural right. A significant amount of religious texts 
are rather vague and thus are left to the judgment of their readers. This judgment can be anything, as long 
as (and this is the key idea here) they obey what is already written in the text. If some pieces are not clear 
enough that does not mean you can completely disregard other pieces, nor can you alter them. This can 
be seen in a real life example. Let us say you are in a room with a hundred other people, and the person 
responsible tells you to imagine a green fruit growing on a tree, and persuade other people to believe 
what you think. If you were to imagine a pear, that would make sense. You could without a doubt have your 
roommates agree with you. The other guy could think the fruit is a green apple, and he would be right too. 
In this scenario, nobody is wrong, and the question of which one to believe in is simply a matter of personal 
choice. But what if that other guy were to say watermelon, simply because he likes watermelons? It is green 
alright, but it does not grow on trees, you would say. And this would be the part where that person would 
defend ideas that are flat out wrong.”Watermelons grow on trees” or “the instructor did not say trees, he said 
vines” are just two examples which are easy to believe in if you do not know anything that would help you 
decide on which one is wrong and which one is right.

If we are to come back to the realm of religion, this example would play exactly as is. Only, instead of fruits 
there would be religious sects and branches, such as Catholicism and Orthodoxy, or Sunni and Shia Islam, 
which can be thought of as the pear and green apple. But what about the watermelon? It represents the 
groups or people who have unknowingly or intentionally misinterpreted the source material. A good example 
to this would be ISIS, who claim non-Muslim people must be killed, even though it is explicitly states in the 
Quran that people of other religion cannot be forced to follow Islam and definitely cannot be executed solely 
due to their religion. So this is not an issue of religious freedom, and let us head on to the next important 
question if we made that clear.

Are These People Only The Terrorist?

While reading the title, you most likely thought of groups like ISIS, Al-Qaeda, Lord’s Liberation Army or 
Taliban, but they are definitely not the only people who got some aspects of religion wrong. Islamophobias, 
anti-Semitists, and those who feel similar for a different religion by all accounts can be considered for the 
role. Nobody said you would have to be a follower of a belief system to misinterpret it. Both due to excessive 
bias and a lack of information of 
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be a follower of a belief system to misinterpret it. Both due to excessive bias and a lack of information 
of respective religion, they can introduce their own theories produced out of non-contextual material and 
cherry-picked quotes. Just like fundamentalist beliefs of terrorism, these ideas spread around to create a 
disfigured image of a community, which may not represent even a single prospect of reality.

The “Source Figure”

As with many ideas and intentions, these superstitious judgments are almost never deducted to be correct by 
every single one of their followers, who must only be convinced of their certainty under any circumstances. 
Then there must also be someone who is capable of persuading these people. We can unofficially call this 
person “the source figure”, the individual responsible of coming up with the misinterpretation at the first 
place. Unlike the others, (s)hemust come up with the idea, who then must spread it around. This behavior 
can seem to be very natural, because it is. A member of a community is trying share her/his ideas with 
her/his fellows. Considering reach of the communication devices today, (s)he could even be attempting 
to influence her/his nation or the whole international community. There is nothing wrong with that. Until you 
realize this idea can simply be wrong. Afterall, even though gods are thought to be perfect and omnipotent 
beings, humans are not. And when this false interpretation gets around, it will create an erroneous stereotype 
regarding a religion. As you can see, without even trying to do something fraudulent, the source figure 
spread an inaccurate message across the globe. Unfortunately, these acts are not necessarily innocent and 
can be done on purpose, which brings us to our next subject.

Intentional Misinterpretation

In the hands of a trusted figure, a charismatic leader, or simply a skilled manipulator, religion can become 
an incredibly powerful tool since it is one of the rare concepts a tremendous majority would believe in 
unconditionally and without compromise. In this case, the source figure wishes to use religion to get what 
(s)he wants. This could take the form of a comparatively benign situation, such as a politician using religion 
or religious matters to increase her/his vote turnout. Or it could be the one to make countless headlines, 
such as a terrorist group, the chief of which is politically motivated to do what (s)he is doing, but reflects it 
as a religious one to his/her followers. One cannot point the finger towards anyone who might have been 
responsible of such an act as it would be rather controversial. But still, it is not hard to guess who is who 
and what is what.

Awareness

At the end of the day, whether they are minor mistakes resulting in devastating effects or conflicts of interest, 
these misunderstandings can be solved. An awareness must be created. This is not about those public 
awareness campaigns or advertisements you can see on the internet. This is about education and exposure. 
Children and future generations must understand and learn how to think for themselves, to research when 
necessary, and to make judgments on their own. If they can, it will not only solve the issue of misinterpretation 
of religion, but it will also open the door to a society in which there is a single truth originating from a fact, 
rather than varying claims about what the fact means. It definitely will not be easy, but if it can solve some 
of the most brutal problems this planet has ever seen, if it can at least stop the winds of fear, I say it will be 
worth it.
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What’s Next for China’s Economy?
by Deniz Pektaş

Throughout the history, China has made significant progress with their economy, making it one of the most 
successful ones on a global scale. China’s efforts to expand its economic influence have resulted into a 
formidable force even with internal challenges of its own and decisions taken under emergency conditions. 
China holds great importance because of their extensive population and geographic core, thus making 
their economy one of the biggest concerns of the century. Keeping in mind that any rapid change or small 
difference could have an impact on the economy, having control of it is undoubtedly difficult. What worries 
people the most is actually very simple; the uncertainty. The meaning of uncertainty is that China is in a 
situation that nothing is certain and risk taking seems particularly difficult. Will China be the next domino to 
fall or will it gain even more power?

Why Is China So Successful?

With other countries, we generally think of a 
growing economic policy as “moving from top-
level strategies, formulated by the president 
or prime minister and his or her key advisers” 
but it is so much different with China. There are 
countless reasons why China outmaneuvered 
its rivals at the economy field but their economic 
growth is mostly based on low-cost exports 
of machinery and equipment. China spent a 
massive amount of money for governmental 
companies to fuel those exports and that decision 
changed the game. These companies are way 
less profitable than private firms. They return 
only 4.9 percent on assets compared to 13.2 
percent for private companies.The government 
also funded construction of railways and other 
infrastructures to support growth. As a result, it 
imported massive amounts of commodities, like 

aluminum and copper. It was 2013, when China had already performed a massive economic reform.

The Downfall and How It Happened

Back to the “uncertainty”; China’s economy made a strong start to 2018, shrugging off escalating trade 
tensions with the United States. China’s economy grew 6.8% in the first quarter of the year from the same 
period a year earlier, according to government data published.Fears of a trade war between the United 
States and China have risen sharply since the beginning of the year, with both governments announcing 
plans to change pricelists on major imports. But the threats don’t appear to be affecting economic activity so 
far. As seen clearly, these fluctuations determine the future of China’s economic policy.What remains unclear 
is whether this floor on growth is sustainable.

As mentioned earlier, Chinese economic growth has been dependent on exports and investments, yet the 
times have definitely changed.  Labor-intensive manufacturing has rapidly lost effectiveness, as wages 
and other costs have risen. Heavy industry is suffering from overcapacity problems and the pillar industries 
that once supported Chinese economic growth can no longer support themselves, rather than support as 
wages and other costs have risen. Heavy industry is suffering from overcapacity problems and the pillar 
industries that once supported Chinese economic growth can no longer support themselves, rather than 
support China. China needs to figure a new set of industries focused either on higher-end manufacturing or 
the services sector. Stepping forward into something completely new and different is obviously going to be 
intense for China and their policies, especially if it means risking a lot of things.
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Another problem is that analysts 
and even Chinese government 
officials have for years doubt on the 
accuracy of the country’s official 
economic data. Some economists 
use a range of other information 
sources like electricity output to 
create independent estimates of 
how the Chinese economy is actually 
performing. Those estimates often 
don’t go correspond with the 
government numbers. “Official 
growth figures need to be taken with 
a grain of salt as they have been 
implausibly stable in recent years,” 

Evans-Pritchard said. He thinks the Chinese economy actually grew at just 4.8% in the first quarter. This 
situation causes complexities leading to once again, uncertainty. Reliable economic statistics are important 
for analysts who look at the performance of the Chinese economy to assess, for example, the demand 
for oil and other commodities. China’s economic data system is a work in progress and a hurdle that 
statisticians have yet to overcome. The Chinese government could improve its system by offering greater 
transparency behind the data-gathering process and statistical procedures, allowing data users to better 
identify weaknesses in the official numbers.

When China Sneezes, the World Catches a Cold

People anticipate the upcoming status of the Chinese economy with numerous concerns. The aforementioned 
complications of the economy means there are many decisions waiting to be taken by the Chinese government. 
Not only the citizens have questions in their heads, China has a huge effect on a global scale; thus the world 
fears the future of the Chinese economy, especially United States, as the trade between the United States 
and China has continued to grow and the economic relationship has become more contentious over the 
past decade. Both the United States and China have a long-term interest in committing to an expanded, 
mutually beneficial bilateral economic relationship, as our two presidents affirmed in April 2017. To achieve 
such an outcome, both sides will be able to resist a continued focus on protectionism, make some difficult 
domestic policy decisions, and renew their commitment to the benefits of an open trading system, for the 
good of both our countries and the global economy.
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All things aside, China must be considered as a unique combination of East Asian developmental states and 
a post-Communist transitional economy. Also considering all the imbalances, economic crises, unsteady 
relationships and the lack of sustainability and accuracy, it is expected that people will have fears and 
predictions about what China holds for the future.  Chinese President Xi Jinping believes that strengthening 
cooperation with World Economic Forum (WEF) and working together in pursuit of new driving forces for 
global economic growth, and finding out practical and feasible proposals to address global challenges is 
what will stop the uncertainty.China needs to accelerate its efforts to increase domestic consumption, which, 
as a share of GDP, is far below that of other countries. That means reducing the unprecedentedly high 
savings rate, a large share of which accrues to state-owned enterprises. If private firms and households are 
to replace government-led investment as the economy’s main drivers of growth, the state must reduce its 
stake in major enterprises and allow more profits to be paid directly to shareholders, while providing more of 
the profits from its remaining shares to citizens.For now, we can only hope for the Chinese economy to have 
a positive impact for our world so that no one has to be afraid about their future. 
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A Dollar A day: Can you live?
by İpek Sönmez

In 2013, “there were approximately 157,1 million unemployed people throughout the developing countries 
which was nearly the population of Bangladesh, world eighth most populated country with 156.6 million”. 
Besides these unemployment rates as a significant indicator of poverty too, 375 million workers lived on less 
than $1.25 a day in 2013 with their families. So imagine that you are in the same situation, can you manage 
to live?

So  what exactly is “unemployment”, how the unemployment rate is calculated, are we in an economical 
depression or an economic crisis, does the ceaselessly developing technology has an impact on 
unemployment? 

The economists describe unemployment as a “condition of being jobless within an economy, which is also 
introduced as the inability to find a paying employment for the willing workers or being laid off for more 
than a week”. Additionally, many economists think of unemployment as a little but powerful beast that feeds 
upon the production of a certain state by reducing the long term growth potential of that state’s economy. 
With regarding its definition, the history of unemployment is directly related with the industrialization. Which 
basicallyoccurred from the undesired job losses of willing workers throughout the years. 

As the definition of unemployment is being clear, the economic health of any country depends on the rate 
of the economic growth. And there are several determinants for the economic development of a country 
like, as we have mentioned, industrialization, agriculture, population, production, employment etc. One of 
the major indicators for the economic growth is the employment rate, which has a negative impact on the 
whole economy. The economists divide unemployment into many different categories, which we will be only 
talking upon the two widest categories of unemployment: voluntary and involuntary unemployment. When 
unemployment is voluntary, it basically means that a person has left his/her job and voluntarily in search 
of other employment. When it is involuntary, inversely it means that a person has been fired or laid off and 
has tosearch for another job. As we are going into the unemployment types deeper, both voluntary and 
involuntary unemployment is divided in four categories.

1) Frictional Unemployment

Frictional unemployment, also called “search unemployment”, happens when a person leaves his/her 
work in search of a better employment, it naturally takes time to find another job which makes this type of 
unemployment short-term. Also can be described as the situation where people is in between two jobs.It is 
presumably happens in the states where the unemployment has been historically low, citizens feel confident 
to leave their jobs in search of better opportunities.
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2) Cyclical Unemployment

Cyclical unemployment comes with the business, industry cycle itself. Cyclical unemployment rises during 
recessionary periods when there is a significant decline in economic activity having distinguishable influence 
on industrial production, employment, income and trade that continues for more than a few months. And 
it decreases during periods of economic growth. So when a person is cyclically unemployed, it means 
that his/her income is limited to that country’s economic state and there are more job opportunities when 
economy is favorable. However when it’s not, relatively the number of jobs available decreases. Therefore, 
this form of unemployment is usually temporary. 

3) Seasonal unemployment

As you can understand from the name, 
it mostly depends on the climate so 
therefore also varies in the regions of a 
country. For example in the winter time, 
while  industries like fishing, construction 
and gardening are struggling in certain 
regions; on the other hand demand in 
some industries like most basically winter 
tourism will rise. The other industries where 
people are usually seasonally unemployed 
are farming, lumbering and etc. Because 
their industries are off season for nearly 
six months, they are only employed for the 
other half of the year.

4) Structural Unemployment

Structural unemployment comes within the 
technological changes and developments 
which makes people to lose their jobs 
because of their skills on a certain area 
are now obsolete. As you can think that 
replacing regular menpower with a superior, 
more skilled and qualified artificial intelligency would be more beneficial in a way of producing more and 
even goods in a certain amount of time. But as you gain your profits from it, since you’ve dismissed lots of 
your workers in multiple factories for example, like a chain, there won’t be that many customers who are 
able to afford it. Moreover, the concentrated industry sectors may change due to the consumers’ demands, 
which causes a growth in one certain industry, a decrease in another. As a result,structural unemployment 
causes regional unemployment too.

Causes For Unemployment
As it is mentioned previously multiple times, change in technology is one of the crucial elements for 
unemployment. As the technology advances, thousands of employees are laid off just for now around 
the globe. So can you imagine what would it be in the near future considering the unstoppably evolving 
technology creates proper robotics for nearly every working space? Do you think it would be better? As 
the experts thinks there is no doubt or whatsoever that the unemployment will increase, which leaves 
governments in an ironical challenge in the age where labor is automatized by the artificial intelligences. 
When the economists come up with idea of “flexicurity”. The more innovating economy, requires the more 
sturdy safety net for the workers. And this idea stands for a labour market that is flexible enough to deal with 
the liquidity of economy in workplaces and provides security of the welfare of the workers as well. Moving on, 
changes in the global markets are another important factor too which directly related with overall production 
rate of a country. Any country’s economy negatively affect when its exports are lessand more in price. Which 
is also associated with the decreasing population in the rural areas due to the migration of people towards 
to the urban areas in search of better and more qualified job opportunities. Since such governments do 
not suppress the necessary importance on underdeveloped business sectors such as agriculture and etc. 
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Regarding to that, as the unemployment rate is inversely related with the production rates of a country.With 
the lack of enough manpower, labor force leads to the obvious wastage of economic resources. Relatively 
affecting the government’s possible growth potential with the less distribution of income, loss of tax 
proceeds and even decrease in GDP rate etc.Furthermore ineffective education system in developing and 
least developed countries, which is failing to raise sophisticated people in terms of theoretical knowledge 
and practical experiences when it comes to the employment which has an impact on that migration. With 
lack of the essential education on family planning and etc. overpopulation is a major and urgent topic that 
needs to be tackled. Otherwise, overpopulation of a country brings the over competition in all the sectors 
for the citizens and makes it obligatory for the governments to establish new job opportunities which is not 
accessible by developing and least developed countries. 

With a continuing very long “causes” list, we 
can say that the “results” list is just as long as it 
is. Since unemployment has social effects too on 
society besides the economic consequences such 
asincreased government borrowingdue to the fall 
in tax revenues since there are numerically fewer 
people paying the income taxes. As a result, an 
obligation arises for the government to spend more 
on unemployment and related benefits such as 
paying the dole (unemployment compensation). 
Since there is less production, a lower GDP (gross 

domestic product)  rate for the state is obvious for the states.By reason of high unemployment rates indicates 
that the economy is promoting below its full capacity and is incompetent. As we have came to the social 
effects, basically it can lead to political instability which causes social unrest due to the strikes and protests 
happening daily for example. Which also creates a tendency towards to social problems such as a surge 
in crime and suicide rates due to the health problems the unemployed people are struggling with such as 
depression, overstress, mental anxiety and other health problems. These rises accordingly since unemployed 
individuals cannot meet with their financial obligations on time or they are over dependent on the people 
they are close to, such as family, friends, spouse etc. which restricts their overall freedom. Rather than on 
individual, if we have came to the effects of it on the essential unit of society, family, divorce rates show an 
increase since the parents cannot tackle their financial issues. With contribution of loss of income, most 
basically it can detain people from fulfilling their housing costs. By taking into consideration the connection 
between unemployment and possible homelesness too,in conclusion, as the rate of unemployment rises, 
every part of a nation even the people who remain employed will suffer as a result.
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Even though we are not officially in an economic depresion, since it has a possiblity to crucially affect everyone, 
including us, in the future we need to look for the utmost solutions. As the education is the cornerstone, the 
first step to the every kind of improvement, an education platform can be established including the lectures 
that formed regarding the necesities of the new age such as technological managements. And this platform 
could be conveyed to the public with the constructed buildings on the strategic points such as has easy 
access by the public transportation and etc. with the specifically educated teachers. Those buildings could 
be constructed with the collaboration of both governmental and non-governmental organizations in the rural 
areas. Since it could have an opportunity to provide online education for the ones that are not able to go to 
those centers. Since the young unemployed individuals will have an opportunity to be more sophisticated 
and versatile by gaining knowledge through those lectures, they will have a higher possibility to get in an 
employment. After all, this platform is not only for the youth, it can be used for the ones who are the victims of 
seasonal unemployment. By making them gaining skills upon areas that are different from their concentrated 
field which make them possible to work in industrial sector, which may provide them a long term working 
era. So in that mannerdecentralisation of industrial sector is necessary. Due to these, governments should 
adopt policies, that encourages the private sector, which  are willing to provide government’s supports on 
related areas such as their loans, insurance policies and etc. Since everything comes within a chain, in that 
aspect the rural population will be kept in their current place which will contribute to the production rates. 
Additionaly overpopulation plays a significant role on this issue,too. As an efficient solution, family planning 

programme should be 
implemented widely 
and effectively focusing 
on the rural areas. Also 
it can be considered 
as a solution to follow 
the steps of Chinese 
government on the 
issue of overpopulation.
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Social Media and Socio-Political Change
by Didem Özçakır

People generally perceive social media as an entertainment platform but in reality it has a great power far 
beyond that. In social media platforms, there is a substantial flow of information, news and ideas. Actually 
with the help of social media we now observe the largest increase in expressive capability since the history 
began, according to Clay Shirky, who is an American author who focuses on the social and economic effects 
of internet. How we decide to use this capability that we now possess creates a vital question which affects 
our everyday lives. The events of Arab Spring of 2011 demonstrates a great example regarding the power 
of social media and the extent of change it can trigger: both positive and negative.

The great flow of information that social media provides us makes it possible for people to make a change 
in the World and to meet and share their ideas, a change that can be both beneficial and destructive. 

The conventional media platforms such as books, magazines, newspapers, TV channels, radio programs 
and billboards differ from social media in several ways, which gives the social media its power. First of all, 
social media makes it possible to share news as the event is happening, fastening the process of information 
being spread. Therefore, it could be interpreted that it is technically impossible for the governments to 
certain information. In social media platforms everybody is a source of news, which makes spreading ideas 
way cheaper than the usual media devices and enables amateurs to join broadcasting, slowly replacing the 
professionals. Moreover, usual media devices don’t enable people to have conversations with the groups 
that they form. For instance, a TV program can share an idea, making some people want to make a change 
in the world, but they won’t be able to find each other. That’s where social media comes in. Social media 
enables people to have conversations with relevant people; it’s about collaboration rather than just bulletins. 
Another property of social media which makes it highly popular is that everybody can share their very own 
ideas with a vast amount of people with just one click, a capability that mankind has never been able to do 
until the spread of social media in 2000s. 
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Social media spreads ideas and movements that can cause revolutions and regime changes. It can also 
be a place where anti-governmental people can organize among each other to form protests against 
dictators who are in power in their country. Social media provides freedom of speech to the ones who need 
it the most. That is exactly what has happened in the Egyptian Revolution in 2011, a part of Arab Spring, 
which is the name of anti-governmental protests of Egyptians who strived for freedom. In Egypt and other 
countries where protests for a change of regime were present, social media made people see that there 
were also others who demanded change, giving them the hope and power to unite and form protests. The 
Facebook group which initiated the democratic movements in Egypt had 100.000 participants who could 
now collaborate and make a real change just three days after its creation, an opportunity you wouldn’t 
have 15 years ago. Invitation of taking off to the streets first came from this Facebook group where people 
collected ideas and shared news that normally would be censored by the government. The invitation was 
received by over 1 million people in just a few days and they were on the streets on 25th of January which 
eventually caused Mubarak, the head of the government, to resign, giving Egyptians freedom.  During the 
protests, social media was still being used actively until the government decided to shut off Twitter as they 
also realized that social media was uniting rebels.

However, it should not be interpreted that social media always drives positive change. If not used with good 
intentions and correctly, these platforms also have a massive power for spreading hatred and empowering 
outlaws. For example, the events in Egypt also didn’t 
continue to being utopic after the fall of Mubarak, 
because people started to spread misinformation and 
hatred in social media, which caused polarization in the 
country. More and more conflict started between groups 
who were opposed because of the ideas and rumors in 
their Facebook and Twitter feeds. The great power which 
united people and made the revolution successful was 
now separating people and was destroying what was 
achieved in the streets. Social media made people form 
an opinion that they couldn’t easily change so people 
weren’t able to accept democracy as they weren’t able 
to be respectful towards others’ opinions. Consequently, 
the nation which chose him made the first democratically 
elected president of Egypt resign. The liberating power 
had now become a danger. 

In February 2016, Twitter declared shutting down approximately 125.000 accounts due to terrorist acts. The 
device which was used to spread the idea of freedom during Arab Spring was also being used to spread 
the idea of killing people. 

The real question today is not whether social media is really social or if we should be using 20th century 
media devices. An irreversible change in the concept of media has happened and we can’t expect people 
to sacrifice their connector, their socializing device with people from all over the World. In today’s World 
we should be debating about the way of constructive usage of this great power, social media. If not used 
correctly, it is certain that it poses a great threat to our well-being. Although it may seem like a topic that 
most of us does not give enough importance to, we should be aware of the nature and power of the millions 
of people who use Instagram or Twitter.
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Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
by Melis Toktaş

What comes to your mind when 
you visualize the endless conflicts, 
wars, threats and struggles for 
enhancing better living standards? 
Maybe a woman crying in the 
corner having the fear that she 
might lose her children, maybe a 
desperate man who is about to lose 
his job and will be forced to join the 
army of his own country and so on. 
All of these images that may come 
our minds have some things in 
common: Fear, stress and difficulty 
in completing simple tasks such 
as daily life activities. For the ones 
who have been suffering or likely 
to suffer from mental and physical 
illnesses, Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, also known as PTSD, has 
unfortunately become a phenomenon in the last two decades and is usually depicted by most of the patients 
as their most traumatic memories with the combination of terrific feelings, including the fear or anxiety. This 
article will mainly focus on the causes, consequences, the facts that are actually known incorrectly and the 
implementations both national and international organizations to overcome Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.

Main Causes of PTSD

In order to understand why PTSD occurs, the definition must be clearly set by both international and national 
health organizations. It is defined as “a mental health problem that some people develop after experiencing 
or witnessing a life-threatening event, like combat, a natural disaster, a car accident, or sexual assault” 
by the National Center for PTSD under the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.However, causes of PTSD 
haven’t been identified properly yet and it is assumed as PTSD can be caused by genetics (in this case 
inherited personality traits), brain structure, environmental and psychological factors.1 

 
About 30 percent of the men and women face PTSD 
since they have spent their lifetimes in war zones. It 
would be appropriate to state that combat exposure, 
terrorist attack and serious conflicts may lead the 
individuals to PTSD. It was observed as some of 
the most traumatic cases were Vietnam War (1955-
1975), Persian Gulf War (1990-1991) & Iraq War 
and Afghanistan (2001- present). Approximately 15 
percent of men and 9 percent of women Vietnam 
veterans were found to have PTSD in 1983 as 
mentioned in The National Vietnam Veterans 
Readjustment Study (NVVRS). 30 percent of men and 
27 percent of women had PTSD at some point in their 
life following Vietnam. This case is similar for Persian 
Gulf War. Since 1991 veterans have been suffering 
from several disorders leading them to mental and 

physical problems. Iraq and Afghanistan’s stability in the ongoing conflicts aren’t sustained, so the rates of 
the mental and physical problems of army forces aren’t clear and expected to be higher than Persian Gulf 
War.
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Effects and Consequences

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder can be identified 
by several symptoms as follows: Anxiety, 
depression, nightmares & hallucinations, 
emotional numbness, over-reaction, insomnia 
and suicidal thoughts. Agoraphobia, paranoia 
and guilt can make the individuals lose self-
confidence. Intense levels of anger puts a barrier 
with having good relationships and conversations 
with the colleagues. If this unordinary temper 
isn’t realized by the managers, this situation 
may lead them to lose their jobs and the rate of 
unemployment increases. For pre-school and 
school aged children the situation is no different. 
They start not participating in group activities, 
not spending time with their peers and mostly 
they aren’t willing to discuss their struggles or 
problems that remain traumatic. These children 
may have nightmares and find themselves in 
unwanted anger or inconsistency of emotions.

Other than mental impacts, PTSD can cause physical weakness. It shouldn’t be forgotten that some people 
may become more interested in addictive substance use, have eating disorders or be in chronic pain.
People who are struggling with several flashbacks and hallucinations regarding to the past incidents can 
also affect serious cases of addictions since memory may have an important impact on alcohol and drug 
addiction. It was detected that about 50 to 66 percent of the PTSD patients are addicted to a substance, so 
it must be monitored before it leads to fatal consequences.

A Misunderstood Way of Perception

Bearing in the mind the fact that the definition PTSD is not clarified enough in individuals’ minds, it is possible 
to state that it is one of the most misunderstood disorders.There is a common opinion that PTSD always lasts 
with self-harming or suicide, but it doesn’t. As it is previously mentioned, the environment of each individuals 
has a crucial effect.For instance most of the cases of PTSD are common in war zones and PTSD doesn’t 
have to last for a life time if the treatment is done or not done. Treatment only helps the individuals to return 
to their well-being easier. However, the length of symptoms may change due to the patients’ own abilities, 
properties and how much they are willing to getting well. 20 to 25 percent have had PTSD in some parts 
of their lives. Therefore, this disorder shouldn’t be something to be ashamed of or feel guilt since it is apart 
from the consent of the patients. The relatives or friends of them should support them and encourage them 
to reduce unpleasant thoughts about PTSD.

Possible Treatments and Global Approach

Average duration of disorder of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder patients who are not benefiting from treatment 
is identified as 64 months. The ones, who benefit from several methods of treatment, can recover in 36 
months or less.

Cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT), exposure therapy, prolonged exposure (PE), eye movement 
desensitization and reprocessing (EMDR) are considered as ways of treatment under physiotherapy. Therapy 
groups are further created in order to help patients to share their experiences and socialize. Medications 
that include classical procedures such as antidepressant pills, alpha and beta blockers &mood stabilizers 
are also preferred by most of the patients. However, these medications are needed to be strictly observed 
because the control is in patients’ hands in any kind of overdosing or unwanted situations. Taking into 
consideration that alternative medicine has been used for many years before the modern medicine, some 
patients try to get rid of PTSD by yoga, acupuncture, aqua therapy and meditation. These methods also 
help, unfortunately their effects only contribute temporarily if the case is serious.
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World Health Organization (WHO) has been working on the identification of epidemic mental health 
disorders all around the world since the end of 20th century. WHO has recently created guidance on mental 
health care after trauma as a connection to the Mental Health Global Action Programme (mhGAP). May is 
recognized as the month of mental health awareness and May 14-20, 2018 was conducted as Mental Health 
Awareness Week. International Society of Interpersonal Psychotherapy (ISIPT) encourages the patients to 
select treatment methods rather than exposure therapies. ISIPT also helps the individuals to reintegrate in 
the society after solving their personal trust or esteem issues.
 
Despite all the awareness campaigns, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder is still considered as a taboo in 
some of the least developed and developing countries.As Turkey is located between Europe and Asia, 
the country has an important position for the Middle East and Caucasus. Therefore, Turkey has been 
suffering from domestic terror attacks from separatistorganizations for the last 30 years. Most of the cases 
following PTSD were identified as; conversion disorders (16.6%), anxiety disorders (13.2%), schizophrenia 
(8.8%), major depression disorders (6.3%) and adjustment 
disorders (5.9%). Posttraumatic Stress Diagnostic Scale 
(PDS), Demographic Information Form and Brief Symptom 
Inventory were implemented in order to identify and evaluate 
the participants according to a scale in which the rates 
show how people are affected. Brief Symptom Inventorywas 
tested between the intervals of 0 to 51. It was observed that 
the rate was nearly 0.8 in 2012. (In this case the figures 
near to zero reflect the most frequent conditions for PTSD.) 
After data collection process is done, it will be more suitable 
to take further steps combating the mental disorders in 
Turkey.8Considering the United States of America,as one of 
the biggest economies and one of countries that have been 
achieving the sustainable development in the world;have 
the highest rates of health care services regarding to the 
treatment of PTSD, but nearly half of the people who have 
been suffering from PTSD takes the medication because of 
this taboo. For instance, the U.S. National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI) gathers annually to update the NAMI National 
Convention in order to get rid of this taboo and encourage 
people to believe PTSD is not a type of weakness.This year’s 
meeting is planned to be on June 27-30.
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The Nuclear Agenda
by Tan Elçin

From aging treaties to double standards, 
threats, Kim, Donald, Rouhani and more… The 
Islamic Republic ofIran and the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea stand as two vital 
realms in which the international community 
unveils its regional interests and lack of 
enthusiasm in solving the question of nuclear 
armament in an urgent manner for strategic 
concerns while possessing a growing sense 
of fear towards an apocalyptic hypothesis 
behind the tall shadows of today’s and 
future’s unstable global actors.

“ (…) Always remember, the flash of an 
atomic bomb can come at any time, no 
matter where you may be. You might be out 
playing at home when the warning comes. 
And be sure to get into the house fast, where 
your parents have fixed a safe place for you 
to go. (…)” 

Had you been a sixth grade American 
student named Betty Ann Stackhouse in 
the early days of the March of 1952, in your 
classroom you would most probably have 
heard this confident warning about a nuclear 

war at least according to the New York Herald Tribune. However, you would not have been a special case, 
as Betty is among the millions of schoolchildren across the United States that were to watch “Duck and 
Cover”, an educational film that was produced by the Federal Civil Defence Administration in the Cold War 
Era. Regardless of potential pedagogical concerns or the factuality of the information given in this film, 
it is notable that this effort specifically tried to convince the society of the time that a nuclear attack was 
awaiting the American public at its doorsill, and did not hesitate to build up ambiguity, fear and panic within 
the community. Today, it is more than fifty years from “Duck and Cover”. The Cold War is over, the past 
aggression between the American and the Russian states is no longer existent to that historical degree and 
many treaties aiming to set peace and stability were agreed upon since then. Nevertheless, the problem 
is far from being tackled and has even grown bigger. Treaties have been strenuously violated even by its 
parties and nuclear proliferation is now an evident reality that stretches from the Korean Peninsula to the 
Middle East. Ergo, it is not impossible to assume that nuclear proliferation and tensions could spread and 
escalate even more in another fifty years or in even less amount of time. 

The story of nuclear weapons started on 6 August 1945 when a heavy bomber Boeing dropped an atomic 
bomb with the power of fifteen kilotons of TNT on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. Three days later, after USA 
detonated its “Fat Man” (the code name for the used atomic bomb) this time over the port city Nagasaki, 
the story was over. The results were unarguably disastrous; not only were thousands of innocent civilians 
dead, millions of people and the world were impacted by the severe radiation and were left with far-reaching 
consequences. The responsible parties for this were never made accountable for this atrocious event, but 
one thing that is clear is that this bitter experience paved the path and formed the global front working towards 
the abolition of nuclear weapons or, more precisely, for its regulation. However, until 1968, developing or 
using nuclear weapons was not banned and until 1996, nuclear tests were not fully curbed. During these 
periods, a handful of countries became nuclear powers and consolidated their nuclear programmes with 
nuclear tests freely, which makes this historical reality as an ethically debatable phenomenon considering 
the fact that the effects and implications of the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were still being felt at 
the time and the international community was a first-hand witness of these incidents.   
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Among the most important landmarks in the quest of eliminating nuclear weaponry and nuclear proliferation 
was achieved, as aforementioned, in 1968. Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) was 
opened to signatures that year and came into effect in 1970. The treaty defended that all states who have 
not manufactured nuclear weaponry and constituted a national nuclear programme should not be allowed 
to develop such nuclear capabilities apart from capabilities for the peaceful usage of the technology. States 
that had nuclear capabilities at the time, which were the USA, the USSR, China, the UK and France, were 
approved as nuclear states but were not granted to advance their nuclear programme and increase their 
number of nuclear warheads, and they were particularly mandated to shrink their existing nuclear force 
up to total nuclear disarmament. NPT also underlines the collaborative work with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), sets the safeguards and guidelines of the agency as fundamental requirements. In 
other words, IAEA becomes the unofficial guarantor party for the application of the NPT.

Even though NPT has provided the basis for and the active implementation of the principle of forming a 
nuclear-free world and sustaining peace, NPT holds a multitude of fundamental problems that are hard to 
look away. First of all, it is understandable that the power of this treaty could reach to those non-nuclear states 
by the means of preventing their developments in the nuclear weaponry field. Understandably, nipping their 
nuclear development in the bud is much easier than stopping the mature nuclear programmes of some of 
the strongest states of the time. Still, that provided a great deal of liberties to these five strong countries 
that were permanent members of the Security Council and stood as a possible factor for non-nuclear states 
to be reluctant to abide by the provisions of the NPT or even such states to construct their own nuclear 
weaponry potential because these 5 states could use their nuclear arsenals as a tool to threaten other 
nations or, in theory, start a one-sided nuclear war with them. This can almost certainly be perceived as a 
national security threat and a hazard for national integrity and independence by non-nuclear states as all of 
the five nuclear states are historically and even contemporarily known for their expansionist and imperialist 
foreign policy ideals. It is also necessary to point out that there is a list of countries that have not agreed with 
the NPT. Israel, India, Pakistan and North Korea are not legally bound to follow the articles in the NPT and 
are free from IAEA’s monitoring and rules of the nuclear technology. On a matter that sparks so much fear 
and poses so many great dangers, one country’s disobedience and aggression can be adequate in turning 
this delicate peace order upside-down.
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There are two particular states that the Western world is quintessentially unsettled about and afraid of 
amidst the states that are showing signs of insurgence against the international denuclearisation and non-
proliferation standards: Iran and North Korea. However, these two countries have very distinct backgrounds 
and different stories to tell for their situation. The North Korean regime has been a state that has openly 
shown great nuclear hostility by withdrawing from the NPT in 2003, not signing other international instruments 
regarding to nuclear peace, conducting six major nuclear tests even after the CTBT and pursuing its missile 
programme, which complements the North Korean nuclear programme in the transportation of the nuclear 
bomb, with great commitment. DPRK has even broadcasted its accomplishments of nuclear and missile 
tests on the state television for all of its citizens to see. Meanwhile, Iran is and has always been a party of the 

NPT, yet Persian state’s focus 
on uranium enrichment alarmed 
the Western world about the 
possibility that Iran is continuing 
along its enrichment programme 
not for generating energy but for 
potentially developing nuclear 
weapons. Although many 
countries are known for having 
enrichment programmes, 
mostly for political reasons 
the concerns were especially 
high about Iran by the Western 
world. What is interesting about 
Iran’s case is that after IAEA 

started bureaucratic investigations in the nuclear facilities of Iran following the increasing doubts, it was 
reported by IAEA that Iran was violating some portions of the requirements of the NPT by not declaring some 
of its nuclear activities. USA then claimed that Iran actually has a nuclear programme until 2003 and was 
planning to create a nuclear weapon. After international organisations and the UNSC opposed Iran for these 
problems, Iran was then exposed to a heavy set of sanctions that were adopted globally.

A considerable difference between Iran and North Korea’s stances in the international community is the 
economic significance. Iran being a leading actor in the exportation of oil and natural gas also has had 
economic partners and relationships all across the globe including critical commercial contracts with many 
private entities in European Union members. Hence, the sanction decision not only damaged Iran’s economy 
but also greatly influenced many member states. This was enough to convince the P5 members and Germany 
to re-establish more normalised economic ties with Iran if the nuclear advancements were watched by the 
international community, decelerated and weakened gradually. Iran was in fact eager to involve in better 
trade relationships with the international community as the sanctions left a staggering impact on the economy 
and cost millions of dollars. It was a no-brainer to recognise the win-win relationship of better economic ties, 
yet the deals were publicly debated and took endless rounds of negotiations to reach a proper conclusion.  
At the end of negotiations, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPA), the Iran nuclear deal came into 
effect with all side’s approval. The Iran deal prescribed harsh measures for Iran that includes decreasing its 
centrifuge facilities and the stockpiles of enriched uranium by overwhelming percentages. In return, nuclear-
related sanctions were lifted and Iran’s rate of development saw a sudden increase. However, when the 
presidential administration changed in the White House, one of the key seven parties of the Iran deal, USA 
decided to leave the JCPA. It is known that the current US President Donald Trump became a vehement critic 
of the Iran deal after he has been sworn into office, yet not many were expecting the actual implementation of 
a radical shift in foreign policy. Nevertheless, there can be several explanations for his motives for this pull-
out. Some can defend that he believes in a zero-sum**  economical view, which is quite absurd for someone 
who has a background in business, or he thinks that he can negotiate for stricter terms for Iran when Iran’s 
president Hassan Rouhani has stated that the terms are not negotiable.3 But economic relationships don’t 
generally work on the zero-sum principle and renegotiating the Iran deal could fail the entire diplomatic 
process. For most people, the real reasoning behind Trump’s decision is to have warm ties with Israel.
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Israel is obviously known for its rivalry 
with Iran on religious matters and 
policies of Middle East because Iran 
is the single most effective country 
standing in front of the application 
of Israeli and American ambitions to 
restructure the Middle Eastern region. 
On his early presidential years, Trump 
may want to have Netanyahu and Israel 
at his back to firmly grasp the authority 
within his country and survive the heavy 
domestic opposition targeting him with 
a vital ally’s endorsement. Although 
USA has left the deal, Iran says that it is 
going to continue being a party to the 
deal, but has pledged to open up more centrifuges and develop its uranium enrichment facilities several 
days ago which made many people comment this as a reaction to Trump’s withdrawal from the JCPA and 
caused anxiety within parties to the JCPA while Iran supports that this plan doesn’t interfere with the deal. 
Still, this move endangers the continual of the Iran deal and progression in the path of non-proliferation. 

As mentioned before, trying to draw parallels between North Korea and Iran in the area of nuclear proliferation 
would not be very healthy. DPRK clearly doesn’t abide by the international agreements that regulate the 
nuclear armament processes and possesses nuclear weaponry, whereas Iran is relatively more obedient to 
international law and doesn’t have a nuclear bomb, as far as we know. NATO has high interests invested in 
Iran due to its location and natural reserves, so it is easy to foresee USA’s and the Western world’s attention 
to that region. However, for today North Korea’s location may not be as strategic as Iran’s and the only 
possible crucial interest in that region is its border with China. North Korea’s “Juche”(self-reliant) state is 
a difficult system to apprehend, as the DPRK leader Kim Jong-Un has led a country that is fully compliant 
to his demands, shows severe human rights violations, has one of the biggest armies in the world and 
leads a nuclear programme while it is among the poorest and most isolated states in the world in which the 
citizens don’t revolt against this order. The international community, due to these reasons, see DPRK as a 
dictatorship, a rogue caricature state, condemned its nuclear tests and surrounded North Korea with numerous 
embargoes. Some global leaders have even referred to Kim Jong-Un as a “maniac”. Nonetheless, it would 
not be wrong to say that Kim’s actions are mostly impulsive and definitely difficult to predict especially when 
it comes to North Korea’s nuclear weapons programme. Understandably, what the international community 
is worried the most is about DPRK is its nuclear weapons programme and thus trying to convince him to 
suspend the programme in return of lifting the global trade embargoes possibly with several concessions 
about its domestic human rights issues. To explain Kim’s logic with nuclear weaponry and diplomatic affairs, 
many diplomatic experts and journalists defended that he believes that his end will be just like Muammar 
Kaddafi in Libya if he works with USA and its allies. That is to say, if DPRK gives up its nuclear weapons 
programme and makes several democratic and Western reforms in its country, he may be overthrown 
by a CIA operation. That is why even after the meeting of Kim Jong-Un and Donald Trump happened in 
Singapore in a peaceful manner and DPRK pledged to endeavour to “completely denuclearise the Korean 
Peninsula”, Kim is likely to not surrender his arsenals without stronger assurances. Yet it is necessary to point 

out that USA or the international community 
most probably would not aim to topple Kim 
and create a power vacuum in the Peninsula 
that can potentially invite Chinese influence in 
North Korea. It is also against the interests of 
the USA to put this much effort in a strategically 
insignificant territory and again dive into the 
mess of the Korean Peninsula after the Korean 
War. However, this scenario can be much more 
applicable to Iran and Rouhani since Iran is 
an oil-rich country and a remarkable obstacle 
before advancing the American objectives in 
the Euro-Asian region, but that would be a far-
fetched idea for now.
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The word “nuclear weapon” is getting old year by year, yet it has clung to the international agenda. Iran 
and DPRK are not the only issues about nuclear non-proliferation. Israel, India and Pakistan have their 
own nuclear weapons programmes that endanger the global security as much as DPRK. Though NPT is 
a remarkable achievement in non-proliferation, it rooted a double standard by allowing the P5 countries 
the right to possess nuclear weapons. It is imperative to completely terminate the existence of nuclear 
weapons and give up on the nuclear deterrence policy if we truly want to solve this appalling matter. Last 
year, the United Nations have passed the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, which for the first 
time among nuclear weapons treaties does not leave any more complications or conflicts, and it is waiting 
to be enforced. Nevertheless, it is a severely optimistic and utopic idea to believe that the TPNW would be 
truly enforced and ratified globally considering the advisory role of the United Nations, even though the UN 
seems like the only party that can handle the matter. It would be fear mongering to say that there will be 
a nuclear war in the future; it is in my genuine opinion that there is a slight chance for that. Still, we must 
not forget that nuclear warfare is not off the table and by today’s means; conventional warfare instruments 
have a similar extent of destruction with weapons of mass destruction. However, everyone should know that 
behind all the greed, competition and hostility across nations and leaders, every single country and person 
on this planet hold an unexpressed deep fear towards a nuclear crisis. That is why everyone is playing their 
cards in the most calculative manner. The stopwatch is ticking towards a potential cataclysmic finale and it 
will not stop until it will find the one who will steer us to day and delay the alarm that waits for the Doomsday.
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Government Over-Expansion in Modern Liberal Democracies
by Toprak Sezgin

Though humanity has overcome many obstacles that have disrupted peace all throughout the last centuries, 
one issue which has always been on the opposing side in the fight for freedom still looms large: the expansion 
of the government and the centralization of authority. Many famous struggles against authority have been 
documented extensively by historians, examples of which include the Napoleonic Revolution (it can be 
easily argued that Revolutionary France then devolved into autocracy under Bonaparte, but the revolution 
itself was key in introducing political freedoms and liberal reforms to the entirety of continental Europe and 
the rest of the world), the American Declaration of Independence and the subsequent Revolutionary War, 
the toppling of emperor Pu Yi and the establishment of the Chinese Republic and et cetera. All of these 
events undoubtedly changed the political landscape of the world into a view that is much more liberal and 
freedom-oriented, however the struggle against authoritarianism is still alive and well, albeit this threat that 
we face nowadays in first world* countries does not originate from power-hungry despots forcefully seizing 
power through violent means. Instead, the biggest attack on the liberalized government structure comes 
from the exploitation of the will of the majority in various ways.

Famous classical liberal thinker and economist Milton Friedman has 
written about the way a government gets gluttonous for power in 
the Introduction chapter of his book Capitalism and Freedom. The 
government, argues Freeman, usually has its range and power extended 
under the administrations of people with positive intentions of helping 
their fellow men perhaps via programs of social welfare, health services, 
gun control and so on. In a superficial viewpoint, these programs seem 
innocent but they also lay the groundwork for a state, the powers of which 
are inevitably going to be exploited by rulers with tyrannical ambitions. It 
is hard to believe that power would corrupt so quickly and so easily, but 
there are examples of such events. Friedman notes a particular instance 
that took place in the United Kingdom in which the government of prime 
minister Clement Attlee signed into law a control act named “Control 
of Engagement Order” which essentially was a measure to combat 
unmanned industry by having the government direct employees by 
advising them several jobs and forcefully directing them if they fail to 
choose one of the aforementioned jobs. Heated accounts of debate on 
this bill can be found among the archives of the House of Commons, as 
many MPs opposed it on grounds that it violated basic economic and 
personal rights. Thankfully, the bill was voted to be annulled in 1949, two years after it was signed into law.

Seeing that even liberal democracies aren’t fully immune to cases such as the one that was just discussed, 
we will move on to the primary reason why government expansion in this nature occurs: promising the moon 
and attempting to give it.

Promising the Moon: How populations are fooled into giving 
government more authority

Campaign lies of politicians are nothing newsworthy anymore. The average citizen, not counting the times 
when he is blinded by petty partisanship, will know that politicians promise action that will not happen in any 
foreseeable future. Going against this apparent status quo, there are times when candidates championing 
social democracy (or any other ideology which takes social welfare to its heart) will try to fully follow-up 
on their promises by initiating programs that they have spent time campaigning about, simply because it 
isn’t all that hard approve a hefty budget (as many people and public servants are quite nonchalant about 
spending caps) and it racks in political popularity. Since we have spoken about the United Kingdom, let us 
move on and give an example based on the United States of America.
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One of the most important turning points of the degeneration of the idea that a government be limited in 
its duties was the election of Franklin D. Roosevelt for the highest executive power of the United States, 
the President in the year of 1932. After his election and after serving four terms, Roosevelt completely 
altered the perception of the American people and the international community and made them believe 
that extensive governmental meddling in the economic and private affairs of individuals and organizations 
was necessary in order to make a nation prosper. Roosevelt’s set of Great Depression recovery programs, 
most famously known as the “New Deal”, despite of the majority of the American public claiming otherwise 
has actually slumped the economy even further in depths of the swamp that was the Great Depression. In 
a groundbreaking discovery from the year of 2004, two economists from the UCLA (University of California 
at Los Angeles), Harold L. Cole and Lee E. Ohanian, realized that due to the disastrous anti-market and 
anti-liberty ideas promoted by the New Deal programs, the USA recovered from the Depression at a much 
slower rate than it would have if the government hadn’t sunk its dirty hands in the market.4 Utilizing data that 
had been recorded way back in 1929, the professors attempted to realize the effects that annual increase in 
productivitywould have had on the average wage and the average price of goods had the first batch of New 
Deal programs not been undertaken. Comparing and contrasting this data with statistics from the years after 
Roosevelt’s restructuring of the governmental policy on economy, Cole and Ohanian saw that the wages 
and prices were phonily inflated (which runs highly contrary to market response to economic disasters) and 
that unemployment was much higher than it should have been. The anti-competition stance of the Roosevelt 
administration, materialized in policies that went under the flag of National Industry Recovery Act (NIRA), 
also greatly affected the recovery duration of the USA since it was used to collude with big business and 
have them artificially inflate wages and force them into collective bargaining with labor unions in exchange 
for exemption from antitrust laws. Thankfully, the NIRA was struck down by the Supreme Court a few years 
after it was passed, but Roosevelt was stubborn on his attempts to hinder natural competition and thus, the 
administration passed a legislation even severer (National Labor Relations Act), which outlawed the right 
of organizations to refuse workers’ attempts at bargaining. The fact that the common public believed/still 
continues to believe that such violation of the basic freedom of association was rectified is the key reason 
why I wanted to delve into Roosevelt as a President and his economic recovery programs. What FDR 
represents is a dangerous line for liberal democracy, the tyrant that still rides the waves of popularity and 
acclaim even years after his death, the formalization of Huey Long-esquedemagogues as credible public 
servants and finally, the destruction of liberal democratic ideals in favor of Longist “perfect democracy”*.

We superficially touched upon how programs initiated under the banner of New Deal were detrimental to 
personal freedoms of Americans and I would like to speak about The Social Security Act to further give an 
example of how “promising the moon” is used to siphon away power from the people and directly into the 
federal government.

Similarly to the Control of Engagements Order discussed previously, the Social Security Act was put into 
effect by a paternal government who did not believe that their citizens were capable of manifesting their own 
financial destiny.The act was drafted by the Roosevelt administration to create a piggy bank for their citizens 

by having the Secretary of Treasury tax 
employers and employees to create and 
maintain pensions for them when they 
become older. The act, naturally as all 
government programs believe in, thinks 
that citizens lack the responsibility to care 
for themselves and that they need public 
servants to be their babysitters. Once 
again, like many other social programs, 
Social Security manages to do more 
harm than good and nobody other than 
Alf Landon (the Republican candidate for 
President in 1936) could have put what 
was wrong about it more clearly.
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In a rigorous campaigning season 
to bring down the huge amount of 
popularity accumulated by Franklin 
Roosevelt after his election in the year 
of 1932, Alf Landon gave a speech in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin titled “I Will Not 
Promise the Moon” (a title so good that 
it compelled me to name this section 
of the article after it) enlightening the 
voters about the perils posed by the 
Social Security Act. Landon was harsh 
on his critique of the bill, calling it “a 
cruel hoax” on the workers, “a fraud on 
the workingman” and he was completely 
justified in using such language. Under 
the guise of Social Security, huge sums 
of money have been extorted and 
are being extorted as we speak from 
the most productive classes of the 
American society (and any other society 
for that matter): the employee and the 
employer. Even when we discount the 
fact that the law basically forces you to hand in your paycheck moneyfor the government to invest some of 
it and use the rest for its own interests, which is unabashed theft (not in the veins of sensationalized slogan 
“taxation is theft”, but actual theft), the act has proven itself to be completely ineffective in long-term, with 
the Trustees of Social Security announcing that the program will be completely insolvent 16 years from now. 
Unfortunately, however, the American public still views the Social Security program on high regard and this 
is the biggest, most crucial part of the problem that this article was written to warn readers about.

The primary flaw of liberal democracies is how easily the public opinion is shaped and exploited to grant 
the government dictatorial powers. Decades after Hitler’s paramilitary soldiers set the Reichstag on fire and 
decades after Mussolini proclaimed himself Il Duce, peoples of Germany and Italy lost the ultranationalistic 
fervor that they were under the spell of and realized what great evils both dictators caused to their nation and 
the state of world politics at large. But the sinister thing about power-grabbing in liberal democracies is how a 
simple coat of “democracy” can justify illegal power-grabs and the suspension of the rights of the public without 
drawing much attention to it. Now, to claim that Roosevelt’s administration was as unacceptable as the Nazi 

dictatorship of Germany or 
any other dictatorship would 
be intellectual dishonesty. 
That still does not change 
the fact that populations 
of liberal democracies are 
conned into giving away their 
freedoms slowly, but surely 
to the federal government 
and that this centralization of 
governmental authority can 
and will cause headaches 
to the public for a long time 
due to how institutionalized 
everything is (or becomes) 
under a democratic system 
in contrast to a provisional 
dictatorship, in which 
everything is set up hastily.
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THE CONCLUSION

To tie this article up nicely, it is necessary that we also briefly speak about the measures to take to ensure 
that government does not secretly extend its power and reach.

The beautiful thing about liberal democracy is that, despite of its shortcomings that were discussed in 
this article, it still provides an excellent platform for opposition to voice their concerns and for coalitions 
to form against certain threats. In truly democratic and free societies, the ruling government will not make 
any attempts to forcefully shut down opposition, therefore giving them a voice to be heard on the national 
political scene. The free marketplace of ideas and the unrestricted flow of thought are two of the best 
principles that define the quality of the system. Liberal democracy also takes separation of powers and the 
establishment of independent judiciaries to its heart, so that the ruling party may be challenged on illegal or 
unconstitutional actions without disruption of procedure and peace. Despite all of this, events of corruption 
are sure to occur under democracies, but these are once again open to challenge by the public and certain 
elements of the government/judiciary and when the ruling party starts purging officials and silencing the 
public by force, this is where the nation ceases to be a democracy. The role the citizens play in preserving 
the institution of democracy is just as important as the government, if not more so. This should not be 
forgotten.
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Costeas-Geitonas School Model United Nations (CGSMUN) 
by Mete Hergül

The 12th Costeas-
Geitonas School Model United Nations (CGSMUN) was held between 8-10th December 2017 in Athens, 
Greece, with the theme “The Rise of Populism”. It was the first time that a TED Ankara College Politics and 
Diplomacy Club delegation attended the conference, which hosted over 650 participants from 15 distinct 
countries. Members of our Politics and Diplomacy Club composed the delegation of the United States 
of America, under the ambassadorship of Ate� Fettaho�lu. Alongside him, our delegation comprised 11th 
graders Zeynep Akkerman, Mert Cemri, Burcu Gül�ah Alıcı, Defne Evren, Beria Naz Edirne, Ece Av�ar, 
Zeynep Tuna Akbıyık, and 10th graders Didem Zeynep Ünal, and I, Mete Hergül. We were guided by our 
beloved advisor, Osman Yava�ça, throughout this journey. 

In CGSMUN, we had the invaluable opportunity of demonstrating our skills and capabilities in the platform 
of an international Model United Nations conference, developing a better understanding about different 
mindsets, as well as the controversial yet common topic of populism, that swarmed the scene of politics 
and moulded it greatly in the last couple of years. We also came to comprehend how in such a great range 
of global matters populism concerned, all the way from the environment, under the title of ecopopulism, to 
disarmament and security, concerning cyber security and an outer space arms race. Alongside these crucial 
topics, we found the opportunity of debating on the Crimean crisis, money laundering, and intercultural 
awareness, the discussions of which are essential for providing a more prosperous and more sound future 
for younger generations. Our engagements in these topics were built on the basis of our research and 
knowledge, and yielded a series of acclaim and acknowledgements, as two of our dear friends walked 
out with Best Delegate awards, and another two of us were recognized in our committees with Honourable 
Mentions.  

Putting aside our academic efforts, 5-day journey that began and ended at Esenbo�a Airport yielded some 
of the greatest memories of our lives. Each and every moment that we spent together as our delegation 
was truly unique, from our late-night trip to the Parthenon to our dinner at Hard Rock Cafe, and our visit to 
Starbucks at 22 p.m., where we slurped our hot chocolates as we experienced a sequence of memorable 
moments and interactions. We also had the extremely unique and precious chance of communicating 
with a great number of people of different origins, backgrounds, cultures, identities and personalities than 
ours, getting to apprehend their differences and uniquenesses, while making sincere friends from them for 
ourselves. 

In short, our experience in Athens was one of effort, hard work, success, and above all, friendship, joy and 
memories. As we completed our journey, the only emotion with which we would definitely not be left with 
would be, regrets. And exactly 550 years after Mehmed the Conqueror seized Athens, we came, we saw, 
and we conquered.
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Palestine and Israel 
by Melisa Dertli

One of the longest and most destructive conflicts the world has ever seen is between Palestine and Israel. 
This conflict originally started when Jewish Israelis began migrating to the area which was previously 
occupied by Palestinians. Israelis base their claims on the land upon a promise from God in their holy 
book, Tanakh. After the holocaust, since anti-Semitism was widespread across the globe, a safe haven for 
Jews was very much needed. They were trying to escape prosecution and they wanted to have a national 
home of their own. Arabian Peninsula seemed to be the perfect place for it. They bought small portions of 
Palestine while claiming that they were getting the land to make investments in agriculture. Arabs did not 
at the time understood the main motivation behind those acts. They saw it as an opportunity to have high 
profile investments and were happy to cooperate but eventually they saw why Israelis were investing so 
much in the area. That realisation, however, was too late. By that time, they had already sold the majority of 
the land. After this harsh realisation, they wanted to get their land back. They thought it was unfair and did 
not want to share the land however, there was not much that they could do, after all they did give up the legal 
ownership. Palestine brought this subject many times to the international communities, saying they have 
been tricked but they were useless because Israel had legal backgrounds whereas Palestine based all its 
objections to being deceived.

Arabs claimed that since their ancestors have lived there for hundreds of years, the land was theirs. Even 
though both parties base their claims back to a couple of hundreds of years, the official conflict began in 
twentieth century when the Israeli state was established. In 1948, Israel declared their independence. They 
were recognised by the United Nations shortly after. After this recognition, the situation  got worse. The same 
year two sides went to war. When the war ended, Palestine was divided. Places such as Gaza, Jerusalem, 
West bank, which was previously under the territory of Palestine, were occupied. the Armies of five Arab 
countries entered Palestine. After that, Jerusalem was divided into west and east parts. West was controlled 
by Israel and East was by Jordan. Jordan then annexed West Bank however Palestine cooperated with this 
unilateral annexation and became a part of Jordan’s political system. Jordan controlled west bank until the 
six days war in 1967. 

Israel shocked the entire world when they seized the rest of remaining Palestinian territories such as East 
Jerusalem, Gaza Strip and Syrian Golan Heights and Egyptian Sinai Peninsula just in six days. That is why 
the war in 1967 is called “ Six Days War” It was a war between Jordan, Egypt, Syria and Israel. With the 
aim of creating a Jewish state, Israeli army had for almost nineteen years discriminated Palestinians. They 
took their homeland and destroyed their villages. the ethnic cleansing of a sort led neighbouring Arab 
countries came to fight for Palestinian nation. Israel absorbed the whole of historic Palestine, as well as 
additional territory from Egypt and Syria. By the end of the 
war, Israel had expelled another 430,000 Palestinians from 
their homes and gained territory that was three and a half 
times its size.*

Seeing the current position of the rivalry, UN decided to 
show leadership in resolving the conflict. There has been 
many resolutions. The Security Council alone has passed 
over two hundred resolutions but none of them were long 
lasting. Resolutions were mainly about managing the 
conflict not resolving it. They were not very efficient, since 
they focused on whether Zionism was a form of racism 
and not legally binding ceasefire aspects. One of the most 
important resolutions was issued after the War in 1967 
and it demanded Israel’s immediate withdrawal from the 
occupied West Bank and Sinai Peninsula. United Nations 
also planned to give each side a part of the land but that 
initiative was not supported by Arabs. They again thought it was biased and did not oblige the resolution 
along with not complying with the territory they were given. Israelis on the other hand was happy with the 
distribution and were willing to sit down for negotiation. Arabs constant opposition to every solution idea 
made it harder for UN to resolve the problem.  
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The primary approach to the problem is the two states solution which establishes Palestine as an independent 
state on Gaza and West bank and leaves the rest of the land to Israelis. This however, works well in theory 
but does not in practice. Two sides argue over the borders of this solution. The borders are not made with 
ethnic minorities in mind and Palestinians believe that it will eventually collapse, leading to yet another 
war. The other solution is creating one big either Palestine or Israel but this is believed to cause even more 
problems than before.  

When Israel finally withdrew its occupation from Gaza, a group called Hamas, which is an Islamist 
Fundamentalist group, won the elections. They refused to recognize Israel and wanted Palestinians to come 
back to their old home. Hamas is a profoundly violent group, which did not hesitate to use violence against 
Israelis. Hamas’s actions ultimately came to a point which forced Israel to hold Gaza under blockade which 
means that they controlled who got in and out. Today, Gaza is controlled by a Palestinian authority under 
Israeli occupation. The constant state of war between Hamas and Israel was the main reason why the 
conflict couldn’t come to an end.

War between Israel and Palestine is definitely one of the biggest disputes that the international community 
has ever tried to solve. However, as hard as it was to handle the issue from a third person’s point of view, it was 
surely harder to experience it with your own eyes. The international community came up with lots of ideas about 
bordering, disarming of terrorist groups and existence of Israel but it did not give that much importance to 

the existence of people. In 2008, 
Israel sent soldiers into Gaza. “An 
estimated 1,300 people, many of 
them civilians, were killed in Gaza 
before a ceasefire was declared; 
13 Israeli soldiers also died. In 
2012, at least 167 Palestinians 
and six Israelis were killed during 
an Israeli operation. Most recently 
in July 2014, authorities said over 
2,200 people were killed - most 
of them Palestinians - and many 
more injured, during 50 days of 
violence. A ceasefire was agreed 
to between Israel and Hamas on 
26 August”.
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These numbers are not only evidence for violation of human rights but also vivid indicators that how political 
situations in a country can affect civilians’ lives. Citizens of both Palestine and Israel are always scared; they 
can’t function efficiently during daily lives. They have to live with a constant fear of death, and even have 
to migrate to other countries for their own sake. The development of both countries is at the bare minimum 
since they can’t invest in anything other than military. The rights to have decent education, food, goods are 
all rights that are taken away from them. The international community should acknowledge these violations 
of fundamental human rights more.  

,

Now, after I presented you the Israeli- Palestinian conflict, could you imagine yourself living under the same 
circumstances? If not, what do you think that should be done to secure the lives of millions? Remember what 
John F Kennedy said, “Mankind must put an end to war before war puts an end to mankind.”
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Shining a Light Over Domestic Violence
by Didem Zeynep Ünal

Violence and family may seem like two distinct 
concepts, after all family is for love and support, 
whereas violence causes damage and fear. 
However, domestic violence, within the place we 
should feel safest, remains one of the most cruel 
yet also common problems of our world. According 
to the World Health Organization (WHO), “1 in 3 
(35%) of women worldwide have experienced either 
physical and/or sexual intimate partner violence or 
non-partner sexual violence in their lifetime”  and “as 
many as 38% of murders of women are committed 
by a male intimate partner”.

By definition, domestic violence basically means 
violence against a member of the family, usually 
women and children, within the family.  Even though 
many people tend to only associate the term with the 
concept of being uneducated, which is-according 
to those people- the reason why domestic violence 
victims don’t easily raise their voices, domestic 
violence is common among all women, regardless 
of their race, religion, and ethnicity; regardless the 
school they went to. However, there are certain 
risk factors that trigger the occurrence of domestic 
violence cases. Most of these risk factors, such 
as age, socio-economic status, mental disorders 
and alcohol/drug usage, are individual risk factors: 
Generally the people who are involved in domestic 
violence are younger, they have lower income or 
they are unemployed, they use drug/alcohol in a 
high amount and they struggle with mental disorders 

 

especially asocial disorder. Furthermore, having to
deal with domestic violence in an early age mostly in 
childhood escalates a person’s chance of committing 
domestic violence. In other words domestic violence 
itself causes domestic violence. There are also 
relationship factors such as divorce/breaking 
up, economic problems and problems regarding 
communication. Lastly, there are social factors such 
as gender inequality, and lack of appropriate action 
against domestic violence. 

Why can’t women speak up?

“I lost the support of my own family, and friends. It’s 

about trying to form a new circle of friends around 

you for support. During the time when you leave, 

the abuser will try to make it [seem] as if you have 

overreacted so they will give you excuses and say, 

like, it’s because you act that way I responded that 

way, you know, and it’s not really a big matter. But in 

your eyes at that time because you are all emotional 

you feel really bad about the situation. That’s why 

many women fi nd it hard to resist the urge [to go 

back] because we always feel it’s our fault, [that] we 

are partially to blame.” (Faliana Lee)

Domestic violence has a broad range of psychological 
issues even when we exclude mental abuse. The 
most well-known psychological aspect of the issue is 
the simple question: Why can’t the victim speak up? 

43

“When I found out I could leave, it was after he tried 

to kill me and I was in hospital.” (Roia Atmar)



One of the most fundamental issues we should 
consider if we are examining the reasons that 
withdraw the victim from speaking up is the fact 
that many victims consider their relationship healthy 
especially if the violence is between two spouses. 
This is mostly because in order for a relationship to 
include domestic violence, that relationship must 
be long term. One of the domestic violence victims, 
Leslie Morgan Steiner, regards domestic violence 
as a progress that contains certain steps aiming to 
make the victim fall in love with their abuser. First, 
the abuser seduces the victim whilst demonstrating 
the victim as the dominant partner, then he isolates 
the victim by deceiving her. These steps prevent 
the victim from identifying her relationship as an 
unhealthy one. Thus, it is quite crucial to determine 
the “boundaries” that turn an argument between 
a couple to a relationship that includes domestic 
violence particularly since mental abuse counts 
as domestic violence: In relationships based on 
domestic violence and abuse, the arguments are 
usually repetitive and based on small things that 
draw the attention and regard the need of only one 
side- the side that wants to control the relationship. 

Another reason why victims do not report their 
abusers is victim-shaming. When we consider 
domestic violence we usually perceive it in a way 
that makes the issue seem like a victim’s issue. 
Instead of saying “Person A abused person B” we 
choose to say “Person B was abused”, the question 
we end up asking becomes “Why didn’t the mother 
prevent her husband from beating their children?” 
or “Why did she wear a mini skirt?”. This not only 
helps the abuser when it comes to escaping from 
the responsibilities but also makes the victim feel 
ashamed. In fact, the question we must ask should 
be “How do we raise children to become rapists?” 
and “How we create the idea that beating up your 
own children is okay?”. We as the society make the 
mistake of enabling the abusers to get away with the 

crime they have committed and this makes it harder 
for the victim to speak up whilst restraining us from 
solving the issue. 

Additionally, despite the fact that victim shaming 
is usually done unintentionally, there are still some 
people who actually consider the victim as the one 
that is responsible. This situation generally occurs 
when the victim is a female or a child and the abuser 
is a male as it is backed up by strict gender norms, 
another reason that withdraws the victims from 
speaking up. People who are involved with victim 
shaming this way are usually the people who think 
men have all the rights to beat up their wives and 
children as they are superior. Hence, we could easily 
say that the norms of society especially gender 
norms and the idea that “men are superior” creates 
violence and also prevents the elimination of it. 
Similarly, some religious and cultural beliefs, which 
have high expectations for marriages or again value 
men over women and children, make it harder for the 
victim to leave.

The other reason why domestic violence victims 
don’t easily speak up is economic dependency. If 
the victim is a child and the abuser is the parent, 
this situation is especially worse. Almost none of the 
child victims are qualified enough to get a job that 
doesn’t harm them physically or mentally and still has 
a satisfactory income without having finished their 
education. This makes it particularly hard for them 
to discard their family’s financial support and their 
houses. Even if the victim is a female and the abuser 
is her intimate male partner, economic dependency 
remains an issue. Usually due to gender norms 
it is still hard in some regions for a woman to find 
an appropriate job, and even if they have a job it 
is hard for women to rebuild their lives generally by 
finding a place to live as they usually end up losing 
the support of their beloved ones. 
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One of the other reasons that eliminates the victim’s 
leaving is that as domestic violence occurs in long 
term relationships, there is usually a child involved. 
Many women who face domestic violence think 
leaving the abuser would harm the family-life and the 
children. Despite this understanding, the children 
who live in a house where there is domestic violence 
usually end up being problematic. The first and the 
most unfortunate example to give to this situation is 
that as mentioned above, these children grow up to 
be abusers and even 
victims. Moreover, 
these children 
generally have a 
higher chance of 
having a problem with 
academic success, 
anxiety, depression 
and since they have 
grown up in a fearful 
atmosphere, they 
also live the rest of 
their lives with the 
unfortunately familiar 
feeling of being 
terrified. “These 
children have a six 
times greater chance 
of committing suicide, 
24 percent greater 
chance committing 
sexual assault crimes 
and a 50 percent 
greater likelihood of 
abusing drugs and 
alcohol”. Additionally, 
the children who have 
one parent abusing 
the other are more 
likely to be abused 
by their parents as 
research suggests, 
“50 percent to 70 
percent of the men 
who frequently assaulted their wives also frequently 
abused their children”.

Last but not the least, there is the issue of legal 
actions, more specifically lack of legislations. Usually 
in Turkey and many other countries the legislations 
against domestic violence are not as strict as the 
societal norms or they are simply non-existent. 
Women who already fear losing their friends’ and 
family’s support do not give the legal system the 
benefit of doubt. They do not risk their lives to have a 
small chance of having their abuser pay for the things 
he has done. For children the lack of legislations is 
even a more complicated issue, they are usually not 

informed enough and even if they are there is the 
question of social services. 

The Effects of Domestic Violence

“Even though I’m completely recovered, there will be 

days without any trigger at all when something will 

come up, that emotion will come up. Even though we 

are out of the relationship, our system is still engaged 

with that feeling, so it’s really hard at the start to 

actually try to focus on the present. Even without 

consciously doing it, my 

thoughts will either go into 

the past or worry about 

the future. “(Faliana Lee)

Domestic violence 
has severe effects 
both physically and 
psychologically. Even 
though the effects of 
domestic violence 
could be analyzed in 
a more detailed way in 
accordance with the type 
of violence, the general 
effects include first and 
foremost, Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) 
and depression. The 
victims of abuse tend 
to have nightmares re-
enacting the incident 
and they also tend to 
lose their willingness 
to live. Furthermore, 
abuse victims deal with 
problems regarding 
aggression and low 
self-esteem. As for the 
physical effects, the 
victims have bruises, 
they deal with chronic 
fatigue and they tend to 
shake unintentionally. 

Especially if the victim was sexually abused, the 
consequences may include sexual dysfunction and 
problems considering menstrual cycle.

Domestic violence harms our society whilst harming 
the victims. The victims may isolate themselves 
from society leading to their lack of participation in 
economic or social life. In case the victim has been 
abused by her husband whom she has children with, 
she could also struggle when it comes to taking care 
of their kids. This not only leads to the consequences 
on children mentioned above but creates a society 
that raises more and more victims of domestic 
violence and of course abusers. 
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It is not a women’s issue: How and 
why men must be included?

Although the issue domestic violence is usually 
perceived as a women’s’ issue, the men should 
be involved. The general perception regarding the 
issue also creates an understanding that man can’t 
do anything about domestic violence and it is none 
of their business. However, men are actually the 
people who usually have the opportunity to stop 
their friend or a stranger from raping a women. Men 
can side with the female victim when her abuser is 
making fun of her. Men are also usually abusers and 
victims and thus they need to become a part of the 
group that aims to stop the issue.

In addition, as stated above, victim shaming is 
a common issue and while we are shaming the 
victims we also make the mistake of not addressing 
the abuser. Abuser men tend to think they are not 
the issue and this is an issue of the victim. We as 
the society should involve men, and the abusers 
generally, if we are aiming to solve the issue in long 
term. We should not try to fix the victims but we 
should rather fix the abusers and abusers should 
also realize they are the problematic one.

How can we prevent it and what has 
been done?

As the issue is a severe one and basically contradicts 
with human rights, both internationally and within 
some nations there has been many efforts to stop 
domestic violence. The United Nations has many 
legal documents that address the issue including 
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women, the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child and the Declaration 
on the Elimination of Violence against Women. 
Although the UN took a step to eliminate the issue 
of domestic violence and generally violence against 
women in the Conference on Women in Mexico, 
the issue was first explicitly addressed in the 

Copenhagen Conference on Women and later 
on in the Nairobi Conference on Women, Expert 
Group Meeting on Violence in the Family (1986), 
and the Beijing Conference on Women, where the 
issue was identified as one of the areas of concern 
that required priority action. There are also many 
campaigns against domestic violence, one of the 
most outstanding ones being the UNiTE campaign. 

The approach that needs to be adopted against 
domestic violence should be based on multi-sectoral 
and legal actions. There should be legislations and 
events aiming to promote gender equality and 
respect for human rights. People should learn about 
cases, they should comprehend 
could help victims should be improved. Services 
should be more affordable and available for victims. 
And most importantly, individuals must not remain 
silent, the victims should speak up and they should 
explicitly tell who the abuser is being backed up by 
legislations and opportunities. They should feel free 
to leave their abusers and the governments must 
take care of them when they do. Even when they lose 
the support of their loved ones the legal system must 
back them up. Other people who observe domestic 
violence must also raise their voices, without fearing 
the abuser or his/her capacity to harm them and 
believing that the abuser will pay for what he/she 
has done thanks to the efficient legal system.

All in all, domestic violence is unfortunately an 
issue that needs efficient and immediate action 
and it occurs worldwide. It doesn’t only effect the 
individuals but also the society, it makes victims and 
even people who haven’t faced the issue terrified 

because it can happen 
to anyone. And the best 
response we could have 
as a society except 
governmental action is 
speaking up, pointing the 
abusers and shining light 
on domestic violence.
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In political and economic sciences, the questions of why some nations live in a much more prosperous 
atmosphere than others, and why some rise further while some are drawn further into turmoil, are among the 
questions that have created the greatest amount of discussion. It would not be wrong to argue that the main 
conception on these questions is upon the factors in which a nation is moulded, such as the environment, as 
well as the faulty decisions and policies of those in charge. In his book “Why Nations Fail”, Daron Acemoglu, 
professor of economics at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, drills to the roots of the reasons that carry 
a nation forward, and also those that bring them to ruins. Challenging the aforementioned presumption that 
is only founded on factors and variants rather than form, structure, or institutionalism, Acemoglu generates 
a unique yet founded approach to these questions, explaining his thesis on a historically, economically and 
politically analytical basis. Eventually, all stories that tell about the rise and fall of nations share a specific 
set of factors, that turn out to be the very determinants in these events. The aim of this article will be to 
elaborate upon the aspects that Acemoglu emphasizes, with the usage of the three simplest and most easily 
comparable cases described in this book.

1. So Far, Yet So Close: Why Does the USA-Mexico Border Create Great 
Discrepancy Between its Sides?

(Left: Nogales, Mexico; Right: Nogales, USA)

The first example that Acemoglu utilizes in explaining his thesis is the city of Nogales, located on the border 
between the United States of America and Mexico. Acemoglu describes the American side of this city as 
inhabited by people who earn an average amount of 30 thousand dollars annually, have a life expectancy of 
65 years, are educated at least to the degree of high school, and have access to uncompromised electricity, 
water, education, healthcare, security and sewage services. Nogales of Arizona, USA is administered with the 
democratic will of the people, with their choice of abolish whoever is disoriented from the path and benefits 
of the people; and the rule of law is prominent. However, on the Mexican side, things are much different: 
the inhabitants of Nogales of Sonora, Mexico earn one third of the salary of their American counterparts 
and have a much less life expectancy. Crime rates are much higher, and corruption and obstruction of the 
rule of law are commonly observed by the inhabitants of the city. Nevertheless, unlike the Americans, the 
Mexicans frequently face corruption and misuse of position, with much less in hand to do. On the American 
side, the path for entrepreneurship is paved by the ease and financial advantages incentives provided by 
the government, while in Mexico, the process of setting up a new business is meddled with and, in virtually 
all cases, blocked by the rigorous bureaucratic procedures of the government. 

“Why Nations Fall”, on Three Pillars
by Mete Hergül
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When all this situational description is provided by the author, the question of from where all this difference 
originates in areas so specifically separated by a single border wall arises. At this point, the colonial 
background of the entire American continent comes into play. During the quest for wealth of the Spanish 
Empire on the American continent, the  very first aim of theirs was to create a colony of unconditional 
manpower output, and after a vain attempt in now-Buenos Aires, the Spanish created a colony in Paraguay, 
which then expanded throughout the entire Central and South America in approximately a century. During 
this expansion, the rulers of the Incan and Aztec empires were tortured in exchange for their gold, wealth, and 
their own people in the desire of the Spanish to acquire vast manpower. Eventually, the Spanish established 
a colonial systemthat functioned solely for the 
benefit of the conquistadore, the people who 
aided in the pillage and plunder. The colonized 
people of the region were enslaved, and were 
forced to yield most of their resources, their 
workforce, and their land to the conquistadore, 
that became the ruling elite of the colonies, who 
used their possessions and power for their very 
own benefits, exploiting these regions to their last 
drip of blood. Even after a sequence of revolts 
and the loss of power by these conquistadore, 
the Mexican commanders who took charge of the 
country by no means intended to put an end to the 
ordeal of their people by changing the order. The 
people were still being oppressed and exploited, 
with the suspects now being the very own military 
of the people rather than the Spanish. The 
constitutions scripted by the Mexicans defended 
only and only the interests of the elites, the rich 
and the powerful, and the more egalitarian ones 
that aimed to construct a constitutional monarchy 
with a functioning rule of law, such as the Cadiz 
Constitution, were only buried into the depths of 
history. The political systems of not only Mexico 
but all Central and South American countries 
remained as such exploitative dictatorships 
until as recently as the 1990s, while people like 
Carlos Helu Slim, Mexican billionaire and one of 
the world’s richest men, founded their economics 
solely upon stagnant financial institutions with 
perpetual and resilient monopolies.

On the other hand, North America was colonized by Britain not because it was the most viable choice, but it 
was the only remaining choice, with the already existing colonial activities of the French, the Spanish and the 
Portuguese dominating the continent. The first targets of the British were naturally the American Indians, who 
spanned all over Virginia and the Midwest. However, the Indians were not deceived or defeated as easily 
as the empires in Central America, since the already existing manpower of the British was no match for the 
Indians. In return, the primary focus of the Virginia Company, which originally  was intended to administer the 
Virginia Indians but took control of the entire colony’s economic affairs, became the colonizers themselves. 
In the beginning, the Company imagined a system similar to that of the Spanish, in which they would obtain 
the most out of the people and resources, yet the model was eventually understood to be insufficient due 
to the fact that the colonized were the natives in Spanish colonies but the English colonies were comprised 
of their own people as much as the Indians. In return, the “headright system” was created, as people were 
donated homes and land to settle. The people who came as part of the headlight system conceived the 
General Court, which constituted the first example of democracy in the United States. Each and every time 
the British elite tried to reinstate an order that would integrate solely their interests to the colonies, they failed. 
With the change of strategy of the Virginia Company and consequent failures of oligarchical colony orders, 
the people were provided with more and more economic and political opportunities. These opportunities 
gave birth to the conception that the 13 colonies had the right to determine their very own percentages of 
tax, that eventually lead to the American Revolution.
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The Industrial Revolution and banking are other greatly important factors in this context. Since its inception 
in England, the effects of the Industrial Revolution had spread widely to America, while the Spanish were 
left pretty much behind of these developments. One of the most important elements that carried the United 
States forward compared to Mexico was its approach to the Revolution. Great inventors such as Nikola Tesla 
and Thomas Edison had started to receive patents for their ideas and inventions while the Spanish were 
obsessing over the Mexican Civil War. Only Edison had over 1500 patents worldwide under his name. More 
importantly, these patents were not issued to the landlords and the wealthy. According to the data provided 
by Acemoglu, only 19% of the parents of patent holders had a job, and less than 40% of these inventors had 
received education further than primary. In the 19th century United States, the stark competition between 
the 27864 banks that dealt with a dynamic money reserve of 27.3 billion dollars provided the common folk 
with loans that brought along unbelievably low rates of interest in return. Not only could inventors receive 
patents fundamentally easily, they could also use the help of loans that came along with great advantages 
to boost their inventions further into the market. This sort of extensive support for inventions helped the 
American industry grow as we know it. Meanwhile, Mexico, left astern industrially, struggled to provide such 
low interest loans to regular people let alone the common folk. Only 42 banks existed in Mexico at the same 
period, which monopolized the entire Mexican banking industry. Maintaining extremely high interest rates, 
these banks only allowed the lend of money to the already rich who could pay the interest and intended to 
use the money to further strengthen their positions and monopolies in companies and sectors. In this vicious 
cycle, the American industry grew further and gave birth to innovators like Steve Jobs, Bill Gates and Larry 
Page who ameliorated the industry and reinforced confidence in innovation and progress, and the Mexican 
economy only remained as one of monopolies that dominate the local sector yet slack in the global market.

The case of the city of Nogales introduces very important points. The first is that it is a negation of the 
geographical argument of economic prosperity. This argument implies that the prosperity of a nation is 
primarily dependent on the geography of the region, with the topography, climate, flora and aquifers being 
the main factors. However, if this argument had been valid, the Mexican and American sides of the city of 
Nogales would be in, if not the same, much more proximal life conditions. This case also emphasizes the 
importance of innovation and change, and if stagnation is prevalent in the institutions of a country, then 
a fallback is imminent. The financial, social, legal political freedoms of a country are also very important 
because just as in the case of Spanish colonies and several British attempts, not only do they provide 
opportunities for the people to supplement their ideas with resources, they also generate and ensure the 
self-assessing and self-evaluating political system, preventing the rule of tyrants or unskilled or unaware 
persons through the will and awareness of the people, and if not, oligarchy, or the rule of a very privileged 
few, will prevail in that society. This prevalence of oligarchy brings us to the last and one of the two most 
fundamental points that Acemoglu insistently defends in this book, which is inclusive institutions. The exact 
reason why the Spanish colonial model never succeeded in British colonies, the inclusivity of institutions 
refers to how much of its actions and policy-making is in regard with the interests of the populace. As you 
might predict, if an institution is not inclusive in the sense of a human body, it is undergoing self-amputation. 
In other words, inclusivity brings integrity, and integrity brings continuity, and obviously, continuity is what 
makes an institution successful in a structural sense. Subsequently, institutional continuity generates stability 
and prosperity for the connection of people to it.
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2. The Economics of the 38th Parallel: What Caused the Drastic Difference 
Between the North and South of the Korean Peninsula?

(Current borders of the Korean Peninsula, with the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) virtually highlighting the 38th 
parallel that originally determined the border between the states after the Korean War armistice.)

The second example that is used by Acemoglu for the explanation of his theory is the case of the Korean 
Peninsula. The wholly different courses that two countries so close and the same in origin have taken 
obviously constitutes a very unique and interesting case that can help us further assess the reasons why 
countries grow and prosper economically and socially. If you are interested in a specific analysis of the 
North Korean state, you can check out my article in the previous issue of ‘the CONCH’. 

After Japan was defeated in the 2nd World War, the Korean Peninsula was divided into two, with the North 
being occupied by the Soviets and the South being occupied by the Americans. The North and South 
Koreas were then formed, with anticommunist Syngman Rhee, a graduate of the universities of Princeton 
and Harvard, taking lead of the South and moulding its institutions with the support of the United States, 
while the North entered the authoritarian rule of the Anti-Japanese and Chinese sympathizer Kim Il-Sung.

An important anecdote that Acemoglu describes is the story of Hwang Pyong-Won and his brother. During 
the Korean War, Hwang Pyong-Won managed to avoid enlistment and stayed in the South to continue his 
profession of pharmacy, while his brother was taken North by the soldiers to care for the wounded Northern 
fighters, and then brought to a prestigious title of army doctor by the government. However, when these 
brothers had the chance to meet after several decades, their situations were much different. Pyong-Won, on 
the Southern side, had become able to purchase a range of commodities and had much better clothing than 
his brother, who had little to no access to such commodities although he had told his life standard was pretty 
fine. Instead, the worn and torn clothing of his was, as he would call, ‘the deposit of the state’. Furthermore, 
when Pyong-Won interrogated his brother to learn how they could communicate later since they had almost 
no opportunity to come to the border, his brother told him that he didn’t even have access to a telephone.

Acemoglu then proceeds to convey the life standard difference between North and South Korea, just like he 
did with the example of Nogales. While the life standards of South Koreans are rough equivalents of those in 
Spain or Portugal, North Korean life standards are on par only with the Sub-Saharan African countries that 
are immersed in poverty. North Koreans also have a life expectancy of 10 years less than their South Korean 
counterparts. The map above strikingly illustrates this gap in economic availability: while the Southern part 
of the Korean Peninsula is illuminated entirely, the reach of electricity in North Korea is just a tiny speck in 
Pyongyang, the capital city. In South Korea, the policies followed by Syngman Rhee and his successor 
General Park Chung-Hee were by no means democratic, and one could even call them authoritarians. 
However, the most important act of these people was to allow a functioning free market with incentives and 
a fair ground of competition for innovative enterprises. In contrast, the institutionalization of North Korea
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took the direction of isolation under Kim 
Il-Sung, with the economic institutions 
completely excluding the people of North 
Korea and benefiting only an elite class 
comprised of a privileged few that formed 
the political surrounding of the Kim family. 
Private property was abolished completely 
and yielded to the state and trade was 
suspended, generating a closed box 
economy. Furthermore, these wrong 
policies, and the lack of competition and 
incentives for agriculture and industry lead 
to their subsequent retraction. Commodities 
and opportunities to elevate the standard 
of life are always available to the purchase 
power and will of the South Koreans, when 
in the North the only possessions that 
can be had are those that are yielded by 
the state, and the black market is the only 
existing and dominant sector. In South 
Korea, people can get educated according 
to their goals in life and their personal 
interests, and receive support for these 

goals and their ideas worth elaborating upon, while in North Korea mandatory enlistment for 10 years is in 
effect, with people choosing work and professions only with the fear of not being able to make ends meet for 
their families. While multibillion interdisciplinary companies and conglomerates like Samsung and Hyundai, 
as well as great amounts of scientists, economists and businessmen arise from South Korea, people with 
equivalent intelligence and talent to Albert Einstein or Thomas Edison might be getting wasted in the fields 
or the army in the North just because they do not have the same opportunities and incentives as the people 
in the South. One way or another, opportunity is the main theme of South Korean institutions, while for the 
North, it is only stagnation and impossibilities. In South Korea, education aims for elaboration upon the skills 
and capabilities of students with an equal field of opportunity, while in the North education is nothing but 
systemized propaganda to ensure the continuation of the authoritarian Kim regime. To summarize all these 
points, the system in South Korea is based upon the inclusion of all people in a field of equal opportunity and 
the value of talent, ambition, and merit; while in the North it is the continuation of an authoritarian regime that 
excludes the people from the aims focal point of the institutions and economy of the country.

The case of North and South Korea can be inferred to evaluate three aspects of the entire issue the book 
discusses. The first point is that the cultural argument for prosperity is negated with this example. A telltale 
often uttered by opposition to certain ethnicities and religions, the culture of a nation is what restrains 
economic prosperity. According to this argument, for example, the philosophies of Islam are exactly what 
restrain countries in which Islam is the dominant religion, since it supposedly encourages laziness and 
fatalism.  However, in the Golden Age of Islam, Islamic civilizations lead the world in scientific development. 
Similarly in the case of Korea, which had a homogenous texture of ethnicity and culture before its partition, 
things would not have been much different and regardless of institutionalization, the prosperities of these 
countries would be on par with each other. Instead, culture actually has little to no importance in the mentioning 
of this point. In fact, one could even argue that the economic prosperity is an influence on culture instead 
of the misconception. Just as this case had been observed in the Renaissance with the enrichment of the 
Bourgeoisie, economy is a great factor on culture. The rich and vibrant economy of South Korea moulded 
popular culture with cartoons and K-Pop, while in North Korea, the culture remained fully stagnant and 
adopted minimalism and conservationism. The second is that it again emphasizes the importance of the 
inclusivity of institutions: economically, an open market of equal opportunities and incentives is essential for 
economic progress and advancement, while politically, the consideration of the interests and opinions of the 
people, at least to a certain degree if not a full democracy, is essential for political stability and advancement. 
The third and last important point of focus is the importance of education: a properly maintained education 
system that features and elaborates upon the skills of students, while maintaining the freedom of thought 
and opinion is greatly important for the raising of responsible and contributive individuals, that subsequently 
increase the inclusivity of political and economic institutions of countries and thus carry them forward. 
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3. The Rebirth of China: How the Integration of a Free Market in Communist 
China Restored the Chinese Economy into an Industrial Stronghold

The People’s Republic of China is best known for two things: its humongous population of over a billion 
people and its cheap and low-quality goods. However, the reality of the country is much different, with it 
being one of the world’s most important political, military and economic powers. The country can also be 
argued to be the world’s center of production and export. Also, some might’ve noticed that even though 
the People’s Republic of China has a very unique brand of economic policy: although the government is a 
self-proclaimed communist order, the country’s economic policy can be likened to pseudo-capitalism with 
its government-controlled ‘free’ market. In fact, this policy is what has made China an economic dynamo 
unlike any of its communist counterparts. Therefore, China exists in ‘Why Nations Fail’ as one of the greatest 
examples that Acemoglu explains to emphasize the economic factors that carry a country forward.

Recent history of China is a strong communicator of the ultimate argument Acemoglu constructs and 
repeatedly emphasizes in his book. When the nationalists were defeated in the Chinese Civil War by the 
Communist Party of Mao Zedong, the People’s Republic of China founded afterwards generated some of the 
most exploitative forms of institutions. The Chinese Communist Party had absolute power over governmental 
affairs, and allowed the formation of no other political party or institution. These exclusive political institutions 
were accompanied by economic institutionalism of the same quality. All sorts of private property was 
abolished and seized, and all suspected opposition was executed. The Chinese government had complete 
control over the wheat and rice production of the country, and used its influence to impose extreme taxes on 
the farmers. In 1956, even the right to travel without mediation was meddled with, with the introduction of a 
nationwide passport system. All the industry was nationalized and Soviet-originating five-year development 
plans were enforced. After the second of these in 1958, Mao introduced his “Great Leap Forward”, in which 
case the steel production volume of the Chinese was to exceed the output of the British. However, this plan 
had no sustainable manner of conduct, and due to the requirement of a vast amount of scrap metals, the 
Chinese farmers would have to yield their ploughs and other farming tools to the government. Subsequently, 
the working efficiency of Chinese farmers was reduced significantly and people who were supposed to be 
on farms started working in smelting factories. As a result of this, famine hit the entire country, and 20 to 40 
million people died over the period of 30 years. Moreover, let alone becoming more wealthy, the Chinese 
lost one fourth of their fortune during the “Great Leap Forward” period. The Chinese political climate started 
to change when Deng Xiaoping, an influential person in the Chinese Communist Party, accustomed the 
philosophy of “It doesn’t matter if a cat is black or white if it is good at catching mice.” In other words, it 
would not matter if a methodology conformed with communist principles as long as it was for the good of the 
Chinese people. In return, Mao initiated the ‘Great Proletarian Culture War’ that accused the demanders for 
change as enemies of the proletariat and the Communist order. The lives of thousands of people were ruined 
in this process, including Deng Xiaoping, who was imprisoned. However, Xiaoping was then pardoned and 
became deputy prime minister with the convincing of Mao by Prime Minister Xio Enlai. Although Deng was 
removed from his post afterwards, Mao’s death caused great change. The ‘Two-All’ approach of Xiaoping 
had more control over the Party, with economic reform being prioritized over the resolution of the clash of 
classes. The General Committee accepted the Cultural Revolution as a factual disaster, and Hua Guofeng, 
a strict Maoist who tried to ostracize Xiaoping, lost his grip of the party and was eventually removed from 
the General Committee. Most of the Party’s members were replaced by younger, more dynamic members 
who favored change in the country. In 1983, agricultural incentives were provided to farmers, and in 1985, 
purchases of crops became voluntary and the compulsory system was abolished. Government regulation 
on agricultural pricing was also strictly reduced, and the results were drastic: in 1984, agricultural output 
had increased by a third, although less people now worked in farms. The way for the formation of companies 
without direct government control and foreign enterprises was also paved, generating great economic 
volume and output for China. By 2018, China had become the world’s second largest economy and the 
greatest exporter by economic volume. Education, especially technical, became globally competitive with 
the incentivization of technological development and manufacturing, yielding economic and technological 
giants like Huawei, Lenovo and Xiaomi.
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The case of China, as told by Acemoglu illustrates that apart from the cases of Mexico and North 
Korea, the reversal of exclusive institutions, however deep-rooted they may be, is possible, and 
turmoil can be overcome with the electrification of the power grid of the economy not from the top, 
but from the ground up. The case also shows that greater It also puts again emphasis on the im-
portance on the inclusivity of economic institutions. As China transitioned from the utopic plans of 
the development plans and the Great Leap Forward, prioritizing economic openness rather than 
strictness, its economic institutions also became more inclusive for producers and enterprises, that 
incentivized an economic growth spurt. No matter how exclusive its political institutions is, China 
managed to break the chain to make its economy more and more inclusive. The case also proves 
that how deeply countries are immersed in the vicious cycles of exclusive institutions, successful 
and exponentially resultant change is always possible when suitable conditions are maintained.

The Ultimate Conclusion: Why Nations Fall, and Also Why They Prosper

Throughout all these examples from all over the world, Acemoglu proves again and again that the main 
reason why nations fall and why they prosper, is their degree of political and economic inclusivity. Economic 
inclusivity ensures equality of opportunity in sectors through a minimally regulated free market, and helps 
with the ability to acquire more for their work, ideas and contributions. When these entities become more 
valuable, their field, range and strength of impact also expands drastically, giving individuals, companies 
and institutions the necessary boost to progress, expand and compete, which again complement and desire 
the first mentioned concepts and maintain a self-fulfilling and resourceful cycle for the benefit of all people. 
Otherwise, the functioning of the economic system only works for a privileged few that are yielded the efforts 
and acquisitions of the rest and the common people. The inclusivity of the political institutions is also greatly 
important because it prevents the manipulation of the resources and power of the government in favor 
of certain people, precluding corruption, ignorant and reckless policy making and wrong decisions, and 
the distortion of the stability so essential for the sustainability of entire governmental procedures. In such 
systems, the will of the people become the judge, jury and prosecutor; abolishing even the most lasting 
and powerful people at the end of a ballot. The featuring of skills, talents and capabilities is also essential, 
either through education or through incentives and encouragements, as well as the opportunities provided 
by the competitiveness of the banking and financial sector. Only then, new commodities, new production 
goods, new sectors and new jobs can be created, and thus the free market and the economy can innovate, 
expand, and progress. Countries in which oligarchical implications are prominent and exclusive institutions 
are favored over inclusive institutions are destined to struggle in economic, social and political turmoil; they 
clash in each other with the struggle for ability, authority and acquisition, with the people being the only ones 
that are hurt. Fear only then becomes a tool for these people in reaching their goals; to keep the people in 
their place, to earn more money, to extract the entire resources from the population. However, wherever fear 
is used as a tool, those who used that tool are guided by their fear; the fear of losing what they now have. With 
the power of the people, the rule of law, value of ideas… Inclusivity remains as the key to victory, economic 
and political success, prosperity, and solidarity. How hard today’s strugglers for power and influence may 
try to intimidate people in exchange for their acquisition, with inclusive structures and institutions, they will 
only be the ones to fear, with imminent confrontation of the institutions, and of the people.
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22nd National Selection of Conference of EYP Turkey
by Ada Yıldırım & Didem Zeynep Ünal

We, as the Politics and Diplomacy Club, have attended the 22nd National Selection of Conference of 
European Youth Parliament Turkey on 13-16 April 2018. TED Ankara College was represented by a team of 
five: Tan Elçin (10-B), Ada Yıldırım (10-C), Didem Zeynep Ünal (10-C), Mete Hergül (10-D), Melisa Dertli (10-
G). Each of the delegates participated in one of the seven different committees that were AFCO (Committee 
on Constitutional Affairs), AFET (Committee on Foreign Affairs), CULT (Committee on Culture and Education), 
FEMM (Committee on Women’s Right and Gender Equality), IMCO (Committee on Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection), EMPL (Committee on Employment and Social Affairs) and ITRE (Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy).

The issues of the committees generally consisted of the emerging concerns of the European Union including 
both internal affairs and external relations. Each committee had a crucial issue regarding their specific 
working area to identify the key problem aspects and find corresponding solutions. Some of the issues 
included improving the Copenhagen Criteria of EU to ensure consistency and reliability, protecting the 
human lives and dignity of African immigrants to Europe, managing the cultural and linguistic differences 
while ensuring intra-EU labour mobility, overcoming the gender pay gap and achieving wage equality 
for all, and safeguarding the consumer protection and EU standards during the implementation of CETA.
(Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement-Canada/EU).
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The conference started with ice-breakers and team-building games aiming to create a welcoming 
environment for participants and to help them to get to know each other. With the help of these games, the 
participants also had a chance to develop their communication and networking skills. The second and the 
third days were dedicated to working on the committee issues by detecting the problems, finding solutions 
accordingly and writing a resolution with very little guidance of the chair. During the committee work, the 
delegates weren’t asked to represent any countries but rather spoke their own minds, which was different 
from MUN conferences. These days especially improved the problem-solving skills and aided the adoption 
of a cooperative manner and a constructive point of view. On the last day, all committees gathered in the 
General Assembly during which the resolutions were entertained, further discussed upon and voted one by 
one with the chairing of the Presidency Board that consisted of mainly international EYP alumni.

Since the conference was a National Selection Conference, the goal was to successfully determine the 
delegates that will represent EYP Turkey in international conferences of EYP. At the end of the selection 
process, all of our delegates were added to the final list by the jury. One of our delegates, Tan, has been 
selected to the International Session of Rotterdam’18; three of our delegates, Melisa, Ada and Mete, have 
been chosen to participate in the International Session of Luxembourg’18; and Zeynep has been placed in 
the wait-list. And despite the academic success, the delegates also had the unique experience to participate 
in a different type of event whilst going out of their comfort zones.
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METU College MUN (MCMUN) 2017
by Derin Kutlay

From the 15th to the 18th of December, TED Politics and Diplomacy Club (TEDPDC) participated in MCMUN 
2017 in METU College with two delegations and four student officers. We had the the US and Indian 
delegation.Forsome of us,this was the first conference this year, so you can say MCMUN helped us shake 
the sweet excitement that comes with the start of every new year in MUN, something that stops you from 
raising your placard high in the first session. 

Except ECOSOC, the Security Council, the ICJ and the Historical Committee which worked on their own 
for effective clauses, directives or a favorable case, many of our delegates succeeded in contributing to 
resolutions that eventually passed the General Assembly. We were proud to debate issues in a conference 
that paid a lot of importance to being academically fruitful and had a very hard working organizing team. 
Especially the first timers who wrote their first resolution and presented it to the General Assembly here must 
have learned much about MUN.Just like the delegates, the four student officers were heavily involved in 
maintaining a constant and yielding debate.

The issues we debated were all for “Enhancing Global Development”, the conference’s theme, ranging 
from youth unemployment and achieving the SDGs by 2030 to stateless people and modern slavery.We 
challenged disputes that are now permanent residents of the agenda of all MUN and UN conferences, and 
lucky ones found the answer to the paradox: Why cannot we solve the issues we think we know the most? 
Representing two influential countries demanded extensive research and refined public speaking skills and 
we hope that these were what we delivered.

Apart from our delegates, the TEDPDC sent four chairs, the people who enforced the procedure upon 
the delegates and are basically the people responsible of their respective committees. Even though their 
assignment forbid them from directly contributing to the debate during the conference, they were pretty 
much the people who shaped it with their “chair reports”. These reports were 1500 to 3000 words long 
informative documents aimed at briefing the delegates about the issues of the conference, and they work 
wonders when a delegate decides to read them.

Even though the conference did not distribute awards, our delegates were motivated to contribute to the 
matters of the committee as much as possible.This in itself showed us that even without an incentive, both 
members of our club and hundreds of other participants can work together for a greater good.
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St. Andrew’s International Model United Nations (SAIMUN) 2018
by Suat Barı�Tunçay

The 30th annual session of St. Andrew’s International Model United Nations (SAIMUN) conference was 
held from 26th March 2018 to 29th March 2018 in the Royal Marine Hotel located in Dun Laoghaire, Dublin, 
Ireland. We, as the TED Politics and Diplomacy Club members, attended the conference with the privilege of 
representing the United States of America. We participated in the conference as 8 delegates and 1 committee 
director: Suat Barı� Tunçay (DISEC, 11-A), Didem Özçakır (SOCHUM, 11-A), Defne Evren (ECOSOC, 11-
P), Mert Cemri (Security Council, 11-B), Zeynep Akkerman (Special Conference on Women, 11-O), Ate� 
Fettaho�lu (ECOFIN, 11-J), Merih Deniz Törüner (ENVIRONMENT, 11-K), Berna Kaplan (SPECPOL, 11-
C) and Can Sa�türk (Committee Director-SPECPOL, 11-L). More than 1000 participants gathered in the 
conference with the single pursuit of finding solutions to the most common problems across the globe 
today represented by students from more than 30 nations. With that being said, the importance of speaking 
up, as stated in the motto “Speak Up”, by especially younger generations has been emphasized at the 
beginning of the conference pointing out that even the smallest steps taken by individuals can contribute to 
an occurrence beyond the reach of these individuals. 

The conference had a variety of 
committees each dealing with four 
prominent issues across the globe 
except the Security Council which had 
three issues on its agenda. The issues 
ranged from the privatization of space, 
cryptocurrencies, thawing permafrosts 
to trade and availability of prescribed 
medications, surrogacy, impact of 
Brexit, the issue of Myanmar. Apart 
from the general prominent issues, 
the conference held a specific focus 
in this year’s edition: women with the 
protection and promotion of their rights 
and integrity within the societies. Thus, 
the conference had a special committee 
named Special Conference on Women with issues such as domestic violence against women and sexual 
harassment in the workplace. With such an extensive emphasis given on such an important manner and 
providing the participants with the awareness regarding a wide range of issues, the conference definitely 
managed to alert the teen participants which hold the power to change the tomorrow and encourage them 
to take part in activities that can lead to the prevention or reduction of the problems face in the world. Hence, 
it can be said the motto of the conference was an inspiration and an encouragement to many participants. 
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Most of the time, the conference was a bit stressful for us acknowledging our capabilities and our 
chances of demonstrating them in such an honorary medium. Therefore, we have worked hard to 
prepare for the conference and our hard work and dedication paid off. At the end of the conference, 
the awards given were announced: Barı�, Didem, Defne, Mert, Ate�, Deniz and Berna received the 
distinguished delegate award in their committees reaching the highest number of students from a 
single delegation receiving the distinguished delegate award in this year’s edition. Apart from the 
individual awards, the conference gives three outstanding delegation awards to delegations who 
have shown great hard work, determination and success throughout the conference one of which 
was given to our delegation, the United States of America. The pride, honor, happiness we have 
felt because of being regarded as one of the deserving delegations of this award were and are 
unexplainable. Not only we managed to receive an award representing our school and its work for 
the MUN activities but also, we were the only non-native group receiving this award with the others 
given to students from the UK and Ireland.

At the end of it all, we have experienced that hard work and determination pays off as they did for 
us in SAIMUN 2018. We were amazed by the professional medium of the conference, the oppor-
tunity to get in touch with people belonging to other nations and the chance of speaking up in an 
international atmosphere. With the contributions of the conference to our personalities and skills 
along the quality of the organization keeping up with SAIMUN’s international reputation for which 
we are thankful to the hardworking organization, this experience will definitely be an unforgettable 
one!
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TED Antalya College MUN (TAMUN) 2018
by Derin Kutlay

Some conferences are meant to be unforgettable, and for the twenty one of us who attended TAMUN 2018, 
our experience in TED Antalya College surely fit this rule. We participated as judges in the International 
Court of Justice, Russian Federation’s delegates in various committees, major generals in significant wars 
and student officers to name a few. In just four days, collaborating delegates solved issues our world has 
not yet made progress in for decades. From war to space, nature to education, you can bet a few bucks 
that every single person in TAMUN thought that the actual UN should take the conference as an example. 
It was not just a politically correct conference; TAMUN also took part in real life problems. Many of us saw a 
conference following a ‘green policy’ for the first time and it was inspiring that a conference’s organizers did 
not only see (M)UN issues as club work but also as reality.

Our six delegates in DISEC, SPECPOL, SOCHUM, Health and Environment, UN Women and ECOSOC saw 
the benefits of the club’s extensive preparation, especially in the resolution writing process. Two delegates 
also had the chance to present the resolutions they were main submitters of in the general assembly. 
Historical and Future Committees, Security Council and ICJ delegates on the other hand adapted to 
and excelled in committees they had never been in before. First timers (which made up more than half 
the delegation) grasped the basics (only the basics for now!) of a successful MUN conference. With no 
continuous domination of particular delegates in debates, even the shyest ones had the opportunity to talk. 
Thus, TAMUN indeed was a fruitful conference for them to learn conduct and tactics, since from then on; 
they will most probably meet much harder challenges. Some received awards that will hopefully encourage 
them to be an active MUNers in the future!

TAMUN 2018 was not just an academic adventure, but more of an emotional expedition. For many of the 
student officers, this was their last conference with Politics and Diplomacy Club. Even if everyone tried to 
hold back, we saw many tears rolling down during their speeches in the closing ceremony.

We left Antalya hoping that TAMUN’s motto “Global Engagement for Peace” would be a real life scenario in 
a few years.
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Fun with Global Politics and Diplomacy

Fun Facts

1. Kim Jong-Un developed an addiction to Swiss cheese, particularly Emmenthal, when he was studying at 
a boarding school in Switzerland. In fact, he requested culinary experts of his to go to Switzerland and try 
replicate the cheese and was frustrated when they failed, and it is also rumored that he once developed a 
cyst at his knee because of his very addiction to cheese. 

2. When Hugo Chavez of Venezuela spoke at the UN General Assembly meeting in 2006 in New York, he 
said “The Devil was here yesterday, and it still smells of Sulphur.” George W. Bush had previously spoken 
there, and it turned out that Chavez indirectly called the then-President the Devil. Later in 2009, when Bush 
yielded his post to Obama, Chavez in another speech said that the chamber no longer smelled of Sulphur, 
insisting on his perception of Bush as the Devil. 

3. Standing as the least valuable currency in the world, a US dollar is worth 360 thousand Zimbabwe dollars, 
and 425 thousand Euros. 

4. The name “Bangkok” for Thailand’s capital is just for ease to foreigners. The full name of the city is “Krung 
Thep Mahanakhon Amon Rattanakosin Mahinthara Ayuthaya Mahadilok Phop Noppharat Ratchathani 
Burirom Udomratchaniwet Mahasathan Amon Piman Awatan Sathit Sakkathattiya Witsanukam Prasit”, 
meaning “The city of angels, the great city, the residence of the Emerald Buddha, the impregnable city (of 
Ayutthaya) of God Indra, the grand capital of the world endowed with nine precious gems, the happy city, 
abounding in an enormous Royal Palace that resembles the heavenly abode where reigns the reincarnated 
god, a city given by Indra and built by Vishnukarn”. 

5. The Panslavic state of Yugoslavia, although the Bosnian-Croat Wars and its dissolution are often kept in 
the agenda, continued its existence until the year of 2003, which means TEDPDC was established before 
the collapse of Yugoslavia. 

Quiz

1. Which one of the following was the first example of a republic? 

A) United States of America    B) City State of Athens      C) Rome      D) France 

2. As of 2015, who was the Vice President of the United States? 

A) Hillary Clinton  B) John Kerry  C) Joe Biden  D) Bernie Sanders 

3. Who is the current Secretary General of the United Nations? 

A) Kofi Annan      B) Antonio Gutierres      C) Ban Ki-Moon      D) Nikki Haley 

4. The ambassador of which state holds the position of President of the Security Council? 

A) Japan      B) United States of America        C) Germany         D) Italy 

5. Who was the head of the UN Command during the Korean War? 

A) Dwight Eisenhower  B) Harry Truman   C) Neville Chamberlain   D) Douglas MacArthur 
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A Farewell to Mr. Yavaşça

To our “highly esteemed” advisor,

As a farewell to Osman Yavaşça, our dearest advisor, we asked old club members to describe their 
relationship with him, why they are thankful to him and why they love him. Here are the answers we 
got:

“He shaped me into the person I am today in 4 years and taught me lessons dear to my heart. I will always 
be grateful to him for that” – Enis Hikmet ÖZMERT ‘17

“An unforgettable teacher and a guide, still/always will be in our hearts! Thank you for everything you have 
done for/with us Osman Hocam!” – Zeynep Tana ASLAN ‘17

“I would thank him for all the opportunities he gave me that helped transform me from a shy thirteen year old 
to a confi dent public speaker, but also for something else. I would thank him for some of my best memories 
and friendships” – Grace Bersun HARRISON ‘16

“Osman Yavaşça was not only my mentor but also my teacher for four years, from whom I learned a lot. As a 
mentor he had taught me to be neat and fi rm to achieve a goal. As a teacher he taught me to trust in myself 
even when I wasn’t able to. Even though Osman Hoca seems rather distant at fi rst, time makes you see and 
understand that he is always teaching you and mentoring you no matter what. Osman Hoca is an incredible 
mentor and also… an incredible traveler!” – Elifsu GÖZEN ‘17

“I would like to thank Osman Hoca essentially for two things: specifi cally for changing his mind on two 
conferences I wanted to attend back then; and generally for all the friendships, experiences and even the 
diffi cult times, all of which would not have been possible and the same without him. As you all know my 
dearest PDC family, Osman Hoca never promised us a rose garden during our years in PDC and there were 
quite diffi cult times indeed. Though, such problems amounted to nothing compared to how he genuinely 
believed in each of us. In other words, he was such an instructor that he made you feel literally grateful for 
all of the challenges he brought forward. Meeting such people is an exceptional privilege and I will always 
remember him that way” 
– Ege ÖNDEŞ ‘16

“I would like to thank Osman Hoca for enabling and promoting my development into a mature responsible 
person and investing such a mass amount of his time on battering and enhancing both my and many other 
students’ educational life. Osman Hoca displays the embodiment of the results of persistent hard work and I 
can only aim to be as diverse, hard-working, high-achieving and knowledgeable as he is.” – Deniz SOYDAŞ 
‘16

“I would like to thank Osman Hoca because I think he gives his students the chance to show them who they 
really are by helping them push their limits. He always wanted us to do our best and sometimes that was not 
the easiest thing to do. However, whenever we followed his advice, we always ended up feeling proud of 
ourselves.” – Nur Bilgesu ODABAŞ ‘16

“I would want to thank him by saying the superiority of his existence surpasses that of Zeus, Ra, Tengri, and 
Odin combined, even though it would be stating a fact rather than a way of thanking him”. – Can SAĞTÜRK 
‘18

“While all people are saying goodbye to Osman Hoca, he is becoming my neighbor/best friend. I simply pity 
you all.” – Alper YANARATEŞ ‘17
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“He is an intellectual with whom you can easily have deep and philosophical conversations. Besides, I will 
always be thankful to him as he helped me comprehend the virtues of discipline and hardwork.” – Mert 
CEMRİ ‘18

“There is such a long list of “thank you”s, on behalf of many people including myself, to this special individual. 
Thank you Hocam for managing to raise us in questioning, hard-working and organized approach to life with 
your energetic, fun and loving vibe. Your meaning in our hearts sure surpasses the invaluable contribution 
you have put forward for your students and PDC” 
– Can Sarp ÖZCAN ‘15

“Osman Hoca is the person who showed me the power of discipline and determination when it comes to 
success. I would not be the person that I am right now if it was not for TEDPDC. Although it is not enough 
to show the extent of our appreciation, I must thank him for creating the atmosphere in which people like us 
could realize their fullest potential.” – Didem ÖZÇAKIR ‘18

“Osman Yavaşça is a person that dearly touched my life as an advisor, teacher and fi nally recommender; 
and even though he used to be a strict authority fi gure primarily, he imposed crucial principals of discipline 
and diverse perspectives later. I can never forget how happy he made us all with the slightest smile and a 
‘congratulations’ and how accomplished we felt due to our efforts and his kind appreciation. There is nothing 
I can do but thank him infi nitely.” –İmgeDoğa ÖZDEN ‘17
“In the most eventful and fun four years of my life the phrase “Osman Hoca” has become something more 
than referring to or addressing my teacher. It’s a life style… Jokes aside, they say everyone has a teacher that 
has made a huge impact on them as a person. For me that is Mr. Yavaşça. He challenged me and supported 
me to give my all to something I loved doing which didn’t just become achievements but stepping stones to 
develop myself as a person. I don’t think anyone can be a teacher and not every teacher can put the extra 
effort to prepare you for what comes up next in life like Mr. Yavaşça can. Thank you sir, for everything.” – 
Atakan MUMCUOĞLU ‘17

“Some moments are exclusive; they open the doors of many other gates, which we cannot know earlier. 
Those minutes are the ones that instigate other beginnings in our lives. The moment I decided to attend the 
auditions of TEDPDC changed my whole high school life. Before that, I didn’t know my purposes, my virtues 
or myself. Little by little, this club introduced me to my deepest skills: how to talk in front of thousands of 
people, how to never give up, how to achieve… However, if there is someone to thank, it must be Osman 
Yavaşça… Most importantly, I learned how to behave in accordance with the occasion and situation, how to 
be patient, and how to take a step wisely so that the righteous division wins. I learned that fairness and justice 
win no matter what happens, and the ones who act just accordingly to the instincts will fail. Logic must be 
chased in every part of our lives and reason must accompany. The moment I stepped to that conference room 
helped me to fi nd my own unique path. It made me a more determined person who is capable of standing on 
her own feet, who is not dependent to someone else but rather can enjoy the moment because of success 
and hard work behind it. When I look at Osman Hoca, I see a dedication towards the bright future, towards 
his purposes, and this makes me even more determined. In the past, I used to be dependent on the past, but 
now I live in the present with all the motivation towards the future thanks to him. I am willing to win the Nobel 
Prize in literature and the Lasker Award in medicine, and I will follow his path, Osman Yavaşça’s path…” – 
Merih Deniz TÖRÜNER ‘18

“Osman Hoca taught me many things to improve my studies like how to express myself, properly research 
and become disciplined to achieve what I wanted. But my favorite lesson from him was that I needed to try, 
work hard, and believe in myself. Although giving up would defi nitely have been easier, it could never cover 
for missing that amazing times when you start getting results of your past struggles. Also, wherever we went- 
Ireland, Holland, İstanbul etc.- he was serious and formal but also funny when wanted; sincere, and intimate 
but at the same time respected when needed. Lots of thanks to him for being an unforgettable advisor” – Elif 
KÜRTAY ‘17
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“He made me realize many of my abilities and guided me to develop them. He helped me to shape my 
personality and gain confi dence, and as a result I became a determined and confi dent individual. This is 

absolutely something I would thank him for” – Zeynep AKKERMAN ‘18

“I started MUN by coincidence and, truthfully, was seriously intimidated by Osman Hoca’s discipline at fi rst. 

However, he is the reason how we all developed our distinct characteristics. He taught us how to fi nd solutions 

in case of emergency, always keep calm. Nonetheless, he made us a family bonded with love and respect. 

Thus, I am eternally thankful to him, and all the memories he made sure we’d never forget.” – Elif KÜRKÇÜ 
‘17

“It is incredibly hard to imagine TED Politics and Diplomacy Club without an amazing teacher, Osman 

Yavaşça… You urged me to speak more, ask more, and participate more. You listened my speeches and told 
me what was good, what was bad… In time, you saw potential in me and gave me responsibilities: I attended 
conferences in and outside the country, I was an organizer for TEDPDC events, I was the ambassador 
representing the club at SAIMUN - Ireland, I was the Secretary General at 3. TEDMUN conference… But 
beyond all, I will never forget the valuable lessons you gave me and how much you shaped the person I am 
today. “ – Defne DİLBAZ ‘16

“I don’t think any word can describe how amazing it is to have the chance to meet Osman Hoca. He is truly 
an amazing person with such a beautiful heart; who helps you with everything you ask him to do so. Without 
any doubt; Osman Hoca is the one who made me become the person I say “I am” today… I have an utmost 
love and respect for him <3” – Defne EVREN ‘18

“Dear Osman Hocam, your compliments and encouragements have always been important for me coming 
from someone as profi cient as you. However, your criticism always meant more because they shaped me into 

the MUNer, student and person I am today. It was a great experience learning from you and being in such a 

remarkable club, which soon became a family to me, for 3 years. Thank you for everything you have done for 

us, we love you and will never forget you.” 

– Burcu Gülşah ALICI ‘18

“Why would I thank Osman Hoca? When I was asked this question, so many countless answers popped up 

in my thoughts. But undeniably, there are a few prominent ones that shaped my personality and world view. 

One. I learned from him that there will be obstacles in life whether those be people or incidents. I learned 

from him that even though you might love what you do, there will be those who try to stop you. Two. I learned 

from him that these obstacles should never discourage you. I learned from him that “a single fl ea is not 

worth burning the whole blanket”. Three. I learned from him how harsh life can be. And how to endure the 

harshness. I learned from him, how to look ahead and focus only on what your goals are. All in all, Osman 

Hoca is one of the few people who have taught me lessons which shaped my life. And those lessons, I 

adopted as principles for a life time.“

– Defne BAŞEREN ‘17

“Osman Hoca is truly a life-changing person. As an advisor or as a teacher he is truly irreplaceable and 

manages to teach you something, anything with every single one of his sentences. Personally, I feel so lucky 

to know Osman Hoca and I am very grateful for everything I learned and experienced under his guidance.” 

– Cansu Zeynep DÖLEK ‘17

“Although it is not enough to express the extent of my gratitude, I want to thank Osman Hoca for being our 

most dedicated teacher who always taught us to aim high, work hard and care deeply about what we believe 

in.” – Berna KAPLAN ‘18

We wish you the best of luck Osman Hocam. Please do not forget us…

Love,
TEDPDC
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A Farewell from Mr. Yavaşça

To my “highly esteemed” students,

This will be the very last yet the toughest address to Politics and Diplomacy Club (PDC) which I have served 
as an advisor for more than 7 years, in other words a farewell and an end to my long and precious journey, 
my PDC family. This will be an address to all of my students whom I met during this journey. 

I have always been a very lucky and proud advisor, educator, and teacher with each accomplishment, 
and experience in PDC. I have been a part of Global Youth Summit, Ankara Youth Forums, European Youth 
Parliament NSC, and TEDMUNs and participated in many conferences, organizations. These all have been 
cornerstones of the path we walked together. However, without my students, I would have neither initiated 
nor achieved so many organizations, it has always been their enthusiasm, passion and power that pushed 
me forward to do better and go further. Also, the numerous conferences and many awards, all were just the 
result of hard work, discipline and commitment. Although these just seem just some high school activities, 
they have meant a lot to me, a way to create opportunities for my students and their future, letting them 
discover what they have and want. After so many experiences, with each and every student that has been a 
part of this, with each and every heart that I have touched and with each and every mind that I ignited a little 
spark to inspire and follow a path, I am grateful and more than proud. Therefore, I owe you a huge “thank 
you” for making all these happen; Seeing my ideals and dreams come true, seeing the limits and boundaries 
that are drawn to be broken.  

Dreams, ideals, traditions are the ones that build the framework, and that have been the very core our PDC. 
I had big dreams and you had even bigger than mine, so we worked very hard to make them real. I had my 
ideals and you became a part of that, together we followed them during the journey. You and I built traditions 
which served as the bricks of a wall that we can lean on and leave it to others that follow us. These are the 
three dimensions that we had to make all of these meaningful and fulfilling. I would advise you not to give up 
on what you have achieved and want and not to give up who you are; believe in yourselves; have dreams 
and pursue them; fail, learn, experience and flourish; create memories for the moment and for the life. 

It has been an honor for me to guide and lead PDC, 

It has been a very rewarding and invaluable experience to be the advisor and teacher of so many bright 
minds and hearts,

It has been and will be one of my most valuable accomplishments.

I must admit that it is very hard to leave the people behind who have meant a lot, and to quit something that 
has been a part of my routines, but we have to move on. 

“The story of life is quicker than the wink of an eye, the story of love is hello and goodbye…
until we meet again.”

Goodbye!

Osman Yavaşça
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