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I would like to start by saying thank you, the reader for taking your time to read this magazine 
that is the work of a skilful and relentless group of TED Politics and Diplomacy Club 
members. 

I will not be using the space here to explain to you what our aim or mission is and I am not 
going to glorify the articles contained in this magazine. That is because as you will read them 
the articles and the fun parts will speak for their own, showing to your educated eye their true 
aim, worth and quality. They do not need my words for publicity. Instead I will explain to you 
our name: The Conch. 

On the 17th of September 1954, William Golding published his first novel Lord of the Flies 
and it went on for half a century to captivate readers and get them thinking. Mr. Golding used 
a conch in his novel to make the ideas of unity, peace and freedom much more concrete. He 
used it to summon a congress of children, to grant the holder and the user power, and to give 
the holder respect and freedom. 

He had a simple yet civilised society built by the peaceful, the rational and the civilized 
around the binding power of a civilised society the conch, brittle and beautiful, holds. Just as 
he had a society built around the conch he had it also collapse by the act of the savages with 
the destruction of the conch. 

As members of TED-PDC, we believe that we represent a world where all men are free and 
peace is not an interval to war but a mode of life where one cannot live without. As we had 
our hearts filled with emotions and our brains with ideas that a better and brighter future can 
be achieved by those of us dabbling politics we chose the wonderful symbol of peace and 
unity as our name. We wanted our name to be the first thing to show our aims and ideas to 
you, our highly educated reader, with a simple yet effective reference. 

Before I let you move on to reading the articles and finding out more about what is on the 
inside, there is a last thing I would like to say. I would like to thank the group that worked so 
hard to make the first issue of the conch a successful reality, our teacher who gave us the 
opportunity to participate in such a project and in return create something marvellous, and 
our school’s principality for their faith in us and support in publishing The Conch.  

I hope that you enjoy reading The Conch. 
  

Have fun and always be informed about politics, 
 The editor of the first issue of The Conch, 

Yalın Akçevin (14.05.2015)

A Note From the Editor
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Hello! If you don’t quite understand what 
the topic is and all the MUN stuff is about, 
you might want to take a look. Who knows? 
It could interest you and you might want to 
join the Politics and Diplomacy Club.  

To begin with, MUN stands for Model 
United Nations. Actually the name is pretty 
self-explanatory. We are simply simulating 
United Nations and finding solutions to 
current problems which can be political, 
health, economic, social and anything else. 
Each participant becomes a delegate of 
country or a member state which requires acting like you are from that country and 
like you’re presenting them. You cannot do things against to your country’s policy. As 
a result, you should know your country’s policy. 

You should also understand the topic which is usually an unsolved issue or a current 
problem. Every meeting there is a different topic and the delegates try to find 
solutions about the issue regarding their policy and also other country’s policies. 
There is a broad range of topics such as; Ebola, economic sanctions, drug trafficking, 
terrorist groups, ethnic and racial discriminations and so on. Whether the issue is, 
delegates are obligated to come up with solutions and to find a solution you have to 
understand the issue completely. After you complete your research about your 
country’s policy and the issue, you have to write a position paper (political statement) 
about the issue regarding your country’s policy. Writing a position paper is not very 
easy and also it takes time. Being a delegate is not easy after all, but don’t worry you 
will get used to it and it will also improve your writing skills. 

Last step is during the conference, where you debate the solutions or propose new 
ones. There are different procedures, in which you should decide how to debate and 
write resolutions. You will learn the procedures in the club and debate according to 
the procedures. This last step is where the real battle and the fun start; also it is the 
place where you will collect the rewards of your hard work.    

MUN 
by Elif Kurtay
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MUN will add a lot of things to your 
personality. Some will be painful 
because of the sleepless nights you 
spend writing a position paper, a 
reso lut ion or mak ing research . 
However, there will be also lots of 
remarkable memories and experiences 
that you will never forget. I can 
guarantee you that. When the study 
ends you will stop for a moment, look 
at your friends, who have always been 
next to you in your sleepless nights and 
at your success, then smile and 

There! Now, you know what MUN is basically about. Yep… that is what we do 
“basically”. Although these are the main things about MUN, there are a lot of other 
rules while debating, positions and procedures which have completely different rules. 
For example, about rules; there are points and motions, also caucuses in HMUN in which 
countries can more easily and informally discuss a topic; about positions; there are 
chairs, delegates and admins. 

Recently, there are more than 400 MUN conferences worldwide and more than 15 in 
Turkey such as TIMUN, TEDMUN, MUNESCO, KMUN, İELMUN and MCMUN. If you are 
good enough, you can also go abroad for conferences such as YMUN (Yale), SAIMUN 
and HMUN (Harvard).   

Even if you know the rules of debating there are some obvious things you should do and 
shouldn’t especially in conferences.  

To start with, stop using the single person pronoun “I” and use “We” since you are now 
a diplomat and present your country.  Another thing is, to be respectful to everyone 
including advisors, organising team, chairs, delegates and admins. Don’t fall asleep 
during debates; try to be active as much as possible by participating in debates and also 
making friends. Socialising is also very important, meet new people rather than playing 
on your phone. Dress according to the dress code. Yes, there is a dress code. Don’t wear 
uncomfortable high heels without back up plan ladies and do not ever take off your ties 
and wear them around your heads gentlemen. Lastly, do not plagiarise! Plagiarism won’t 
bring you anything and when it’s detected it will bring a lot of trouble. These are not just 
some rules you have to obey in a conference, but being a person, who acts according to 

If you’re interested in such journey and believe you can do it, we are waiting you in 
the club!
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TEDMUN 2014: An Unforgettable Memory 
by Deniz Eracar

Ted  MUN  was the second annual conference organised by our school, taking 
place within our own facilities with the participation of numerous schools 
including  TED  students from different cities and many other high school 
participants. It was a wonderful experience  for all of us and with no doubt it 
received the positive comments and it deserved from the beginning when it came 
to an end. New members of the Policy and Diplomacy Club were able to 
participate as delegates or admins and experience the (Model) United Nations 
atmosphere. The conference lasted for 4 days and encouraged many high school 
students to become future ambassadors and continue their MUN careers. 
  
In each conference of a model united nations stimulation there are delegates, 
ambassadors, chairs and organising team members who perform dedicated 
activities and who have differentiating responsibilities. Chairs are the ones who 
arrange the topics of debates which last for the entire conference, and tell 
delegates and ambassadors what to do. They have to know each and every 
aspect of the agenda items that will be discussed since they actually direct the 
committee and they have huge responsibilities such as writing study guides, 
checking policy statements and 
approving the final resolution.  

Besides that, they should know 
both procedures (Harvard and 
Thimun) really well. Organising 
team members have various 
responsibilities and they are 
basically the ones who form the 
conference and make sure our 
guests from other cities and 
schools are comfortable. From 
transportation and finance to 
cris is management in the 
Security Council, the veterans 
of our organisation team did 
their best to create an enjoyable 
and educational conference to give all the participants unforgettable memories 
that will put smiles on their faces when they get older and when life starts to flash 
before their eyes. 
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Besides organisators and chairs there are delegates, ambassadors, press team 
members, journalists and the hard working administrative staff. Ambassadors are the 
heads of delegations and they have to prepare opening speeches about the main 
themes of the conference. Delegates debate upon the agenda items and come up with 
solution proposals they later on include in their resolutions. Admin staff is responsible 
for passing the message papers or counting the votes. 

TEDMUN 2014 was the first experience of many new coming ninth graders but it was 
surely beneficial to all members of the club. 

The conference started with an opening ceremony in which schools were recognised 
and ambassadors were expected to give speeches upon their respective national 
policies. This was most probably seen as the most boring part of the conference but it 
was essential both diplomatically and educationally. After the ambassador speeches 
were completed, our PGA set topics for mock debates in which all the participants 
discussed non-political issues. Our mock debate issues were set as Breaking Bad vs. 
Game of Thrones and Dumbledore vs. Gandalf. This was an icebreaker for all the 
delegates, and they began to talk and act more confidently after it. At the end of the 
opening ceremony, we were all sent to our committees. Health, Education, 
Disarmament, Environment and the precious Security Council… 

The first day came to an end with games and several other mock debates to make the 
committee members feel close to each other and get to know their ideas upon different 
topics. After the long, exhausting day, we had the opening dinner and had fun with our 
friends to shrink off the fatigue. Sitting in the same dining table with possible future 
diplomats was at the same time weird and privileged and made the members of the 



�8

The second day was simply full of debates 
and formal lobbying. Delegates came 
together to share their ideas and form 
resolutions by submitting clauses and 
merging the existing ones. This day lasted 
shorter and at approximately 6 pm 
participants returned home for the day. 

The third day of the conference was by far 
the most enjoyable of all, including the 
closing party held at Kolej-Inn. During the 
party all delegates established close 
relations and became a grand family. 
Instagram and Snapchat accounts were 
exchanged and the feeling of belonging 
former three days brought was strong and 
immortal. When everyone took their places 
at the dance floor and started to have fun it 
seemed like the tiredness and the political sincerity of all the days were gone. 

The last day of the conference had the shortest duration amongst the others. The 
General Assembly which is formed of all committees except the Security Council 
took place and the resolutions that were written with great efforts were 
represented by their main submitters. Several of them passed with the majority of 
in favour votes. Several were failed but still, the efforts of delegates who 
participated in the creation process could not be unseen. 

When the conference came to an end, none of the participants wanted to leave 
the conference hall of  Ted University. Some of them even had tears streaming 
down their faces, and the closing ceremony roll-up highly affected every single 
one in the room emotionally. It was unbelievable that such a great experience had 
to end and no one wanted to leave the special atmosphere where such kinds of 
stimulations were brought within limited days but created unlimited memories. 
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Election 2015 in the UK  

by Ege Öndeş

The UK will vote for the new House of Commons members on 7 May, and this 
election has a huge significance not only for the UK, but also the global political 
spectrum. The UK has never seen a coalition government since the WWII until 2010, 
when no parties had an overall majority; and the reality British people face is the 
undeniable fact that the “coalition” will become their new normal, as there are 5 
major contestants for the election rather than the two main figures of the British 
politics, Conservatives and Labour. Liberal Democrats, Scottish National Party and 
UK Independence Party, although with a smaller effect, will play key roles in the next 
5 years in the House of Commons, since either the Conservatives or Labour will 
certainly need the support of these parties, if a government will be formed. 

The global aspect of this situation is complex. First of all, the growing influence of 

the SNP will probably make the unity of the UK a matter of discussion, once again, 
as they did not rule out a potential second Scottish Independence Referendum in a 

semi-decade. Secondly, we will have the utmost chance to see how some common 
trends are shared by the British voters. For example, a rise in UKIP votes will 
coincide with the rise of far-right populism represented by French “Front National” 

and German “Alternative für Deutschland” across Europe; or the SNP’s “pro-
independence strategy” combined with   a pragmatic approach could turn into a 

model for other separatist political movements across Europe; or Labour’s split from 
the mildly centrist “New Labour” movement led by former Labour leader Tony Blair 
and social democratic emphasis could also become a pathway for the mainstream 

centre-left parties. 

As explained above, there are some valid reasons for us to have a look at the 

election. Despite the fact that I can still hear you asking “Who cares?” we will briefly 
explore the main policies of these 5 aforementioned parties, and see what could 
possibly happen in the morning after 7 May.
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Leader: David Cameron 

Ideology: Centre-right 

Symbol: The oak tree 

The year 1979 was the beginning of an eventful era for British politics, when a 
passionate and female Tory, Margaret Thatcher was elected to serve as the Prime 
Minister. That era was an evidence of the huge Conservative domination in the 
country, when “Thatcherism” started to be implemented, with a clear public support 
conveyed by 4 consecutive election triumphs. The year 1997 was the end of this 
comfortable era, as well as a “New” beginning for Labour, when the Tories were 
thrown out of the government with a landslide majority. Another domination by the 
Labour Party took place until the 2010 Election that resulted in a hung parliament. 
Conservatives narrowly came first in the election, with a chance to become the next 
government by the formation of a coalition with the Liberal Democrats. It was a huge 
chance to replace this domination once again, a chance that might never come 
again. 

Currently, it is doubtful that whether the Cameron administration has wisely used this 
chance or not. Prime Minister David Cameron has been accused of “failing to repair 

the ‘broken Britain’ (one of Cameron’s favourite themes in the 2010 Election)” by the 
BBC’s veteran anchorman Jeremy Paxman, regarding the enormously increasing 

reliance on public-funded food banks (it is 7 times higher than the one in the former 
Labour government) and the zero-hours contract, noting that even Cameron 
accepted he “could not live with zero-hours contract”. International failures such as 

Libya and Syria were huge disasters for not only Britain, but also for the international 
community. Conservatives also failed on reducing immigration, a promise David 

Cameron once stated no excuses would be available. Furthermore, the 2015 
Conservatives’ Manifesto is criticised for proposing “unfunded” promises, without 
detailing how these proposals would be met. Fortunately, there are some 

advantages for them, such as the image Cameron and the Conservatives have. Some 
polls, conducted by The Guardian have been putting Cameron 12 points ahead of 

Ed Miliband, on the category “who would you like to see as the Prime Minister”. 

Parties at a Glance
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Leader: Ed Miliband 

Ideology: Centre-left 

Symbol: Red rose 

Labour started the term in their opposition with another shift, which might also 
be called as a “return to its roots”. After the defeat of Gordon Brown and the 
“New Labour” in the 2010 Elections, Ed Miliband became the leader of the 
Labour Party. As a politician which had a visibly leftist background (see Ed’s father 
Ralph, a well-known British Marxist sociologist; and Ed’s service under the 
socialist politician Tony Benn in his early ages), Miliband simply did not have an 
overwhelming sympathy for the New Labour, and even directed some straight-
forward criticisms for Blair-Brown administration. For example, in a recent 
interview with the BBC’s veteran anchorman Jeremy Paxman, Miliband stated the 
Labour “got the immigration completely wrong” and defined the 2003 Iraq War 
as “an adventure without knowing what your strategy is, and without knowing 
what the consequences would be”.  Conservatives also received huge criticisms 
by Miliband, being stamped as “the same old Tories”, regarding their policy on 
privatisation and economical policies usually beneficial for a richer part of Britain. 
2015 Labour Manifesto is, in overall, received a great deal of approval; with 
specific emphasis on economic policies and Labour’s infamous image on such 
issues, with the establishment of a mechanism called “Budget Responsibility 
Lock”, which “does allow Labour to boost its credibility by increasing the 
repetitional cost of departing from its fiscal plans” according to The Guardian. 

An unexpectedly important factor regarding the Labour Party’s stance in this 
election, is the naive image Ed Miliband has in the society. Being defined as a 
“North London geek” by Jeremy Paxman, and regardless of a successful 
background that includes giving lectures in Harvard University once upon a time, 
Miliband has a huge disadvantage regarding his image. As David Cameron even 
justified his personal attacks against Miliband’s personality by stating “when it 
comes to Britain’s future, personal is national”, Miliband also started to 
emphasise he can show “a certain level of toughness” when necessary, adding an 
unforgettably macho statement in the interview with Paxman, which can probably 
become a potential catchphrase: 

“Am I tough enough? Am I tough enough? Hell yes, I’m tough enough.” 
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Leader: Nick Clegg 

Ideology: Centrism and Liberalism 

Symbol: The Bird of Liberty 

In the aftermath of 2010 Elections, with a 22% general vote percentage, Lib Dems’ 
newly elected MPs of that time was invited for a meeting, arranged for the discussion 
of the coalition deal with the Conservatives, and the formation of this coalition was 
depending to the decision that would be stated after this meeting. Even their 
legendary leader Lord Paddy Ashdown was against this proposal when he arrived at the 
meeting, but when he took the floor to deliver his opinion, he saw the coalition deal in 
front of him, with a post of Deputy Prime Minister for Lib Dem leader, and then said 
“Fuck it, let’s do this!”. Then, as we all know, a 5-year old coalition, and Lib Dem leader 
Nick Clegg as Deputy Prime Minister. 

The current situation Liberal Democrats now face is a total disaster for the party, with 
even Nick Clegg facing the danger of losing his seat in the House of Commons, and a 
predicted 14% decrease in their votes. The party officially stated an output with more 
than 30 seats out of current 52 seats would be an affordable result for the party, and 
this election is about to become the toughest election they may face for decades. It 
seems like the most disappointed voter group is the Lib Dem voters, and it would be 
miraculous for the Party to protect its vote percentage in this election. 

Leader: Nicola Sturgeon 

Ideology: Centre-left and Scottish Independence 

Symbol: Black Ribbon 

SNP is about to become the “x factor” of this election, that’s for sure. We can observe 
some strong similarities with the People’s Democratic Party (HDP) in Turkey. A pro-leftist 
tone, a political challenge against Conservative stakeholders as well as an electoral 
challenge against the main “left-of-centre” party, and an intention for self-determination 
in regional policies. SNP used to target becoming the driving force in the Scottish 
Parliament, a target they achieved; but as SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon  stated, “...as long 
as Scotland remains as a part of the Westminster system, the SNP will seek to work with 
others of like mind across the UK, to deliver positive change”. 
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At this point, we must note what the SNP’s influence in this Election means. First of 

all, usually, the main rivalry in Scotland is between the Scottish Labour Party and the 
SNP; even the 2014 Scottish Independence Referendum’s in favour side was the 
SNP, while Labour’s popular figures like Gordon Brown and Alistair Darling led the 

“Better Together” campaign. This situation would lead to another front for the 
Labour Party, other than the one against the ideological rival (Conservatives), but 

against a “like mind” rival (SNP); and the result might be the loss of Scottish MPs for 
the Labour Party to SNP. Regarding the fact that 1 MP would have a paramount 
importance in a hung parliament, this was the last thing Labour wanted to see. The 

more MPs SNP will gain, the more the potential to take part in a coalition with the 
Labour will increase. David Cameron has been accusing Ed Miliband of “entering 

into No 10 in Alex Salmond’s pocket (SNP’s former leader)”, and Miliband says that 
“no SNP ministers will be included in my government”. Despite these comments, 
SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon said that “this changes nothing”, adding “a coalition is 

still possible”. But, “Trident”, the programme that includes the renewal of British 
nuclear weapon system located in Scotland, remains the major dispute between 

Labour and SNP. Trident is the name of the programme that includes the renewal of 
British nuclear submarines located in Scotland. Labour is in favour while the SNP 
stands against, stating the issue as “a red line in any coalition negotiations” 

Leader: Nigel Farage 

Ideology: Right-wing Populism and Euroscepticism 

Symbol: The ‘Pound’ Sign 

British politics were used to figures that draw enormous public attention with 
bombastic statements, but Nigel Farage and the UKIP simply set the UK on fire with 
his straight-forward style and his extreme opinions in several cases. Nigel Farage was a 
Member of European Parliament as a Eurosceptic for much of his political career, 
which drew public attention with his fierce questions against Tony Blair, Nicolas 
Sarkozy   and current EP President Martin Schulz. He was influenced by Britain’s 
controversial politician Enoch Powell, who became infamous with his “Rivers of Blood” 
speech targeting the immigrants, widely acclaimed as “offensive” and ended his 
career in the Conservative Party.  

UKIP targets an enormous support by the far-right voters, with their sceptical approach 
against immigration, emphasis on the situation of having “laws that are made by 
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another authority (European Parliament)”, and their populist campaigns. They are 
going to become the naughty boys in the Conservatives’ backyard, which might even 
cause a division in the Conservative voters and afterwards, a Labour victory. 

The Morning After 

Some points are crystal clear in this election: No party will have an outright majority, 
both two big parties’ hegemony are coming to an end for now, and the new coalition 
will definitely take quite a long time to be established. An important detail for the 
two main parties is the fact that, although not outlined by the law, it is a nearly 
absolute probability that the party which has more seats than any other parties will 
be tasked first, to form the government. Current polls are showing enormously 
narrow differences between the potential governments and oppositions. A very 
negative aspect of the UK’s electoral system is the fact that only 1 Member of 
Parliament can represent a “constituency”, which means regardless of the general 
vote percentage across the country, the only way to gain a constituency is to have 
more votes than any other candidate in that constituency.  

The Guardian/ICM Polls are suggesting that Labour will have 268-273 seats, 
Conservatives will have 269-278 seats, SNP will have 50-54 seats, Lib Dems will have 
25-29 seats and UKIP will have 3-4 seats, with 21-22 others. 326 seats will secure the 
necessary majority for a government. With or without this data, the current 
Conservative-Lib Dem coalition probably would not survive a confidence vote in the 
post-election House of Commons. The situation is the same for a Labour-Lib Dem 
coalition. Labour-SNP coalition would probably survive a confidence vote, and 
despite their fierce disputes, this option is probably the most possible one. This 
coalition may also need a third party’s support, but Liberal Democrats’ leader Nick 
Clegg said they would not work with the SNP. A centre-right bloc in the House of 
Commons including the Tories, Lib Dems, UKIP and Northern Irish Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP) would probably fall short of 326 seats; while an anti-
Conservative bloc consisting of Labour, SNP, Welsh Plaid Cymru (PC), Northern Irish 
Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) and Greens would be above the 
confidence vote and vote down a potential Conservative government. In such a 
situation, Labour may not become the victor, but the Conservatives can become the 
crystal-clear loser of this election. The same will be applied to Labour if they would 
not be able to form the next government, contrasting with the current polls. SNP can 
be seen as a winner of this election, becoming the third largest party by 
overthrowing the Lib Dems from this position; while the Lib Dems are on the losing 
side with a nearly halved parliamentary group, even their leader being threatened to 
lose his seat in Sheffield Hallam constituency. UKIP will also give us the indication of 
whether the British people are influenced over the right-wing populism, a trend 
shared across Europe. 
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Eurozone Crisis 
by Çınar Alpdündar

Without a doubt, the most important issue that determine individuals or companies’ 
economic strategies nowadays.  But what is this huge matter that causes problems in 
major countries such as Germany or France? What is this problem so big that makes 
the European Union consider removing some countries like Greece or Spain from the 
Eurozone? This is the crisis caused from debts which led to the problem of Euro’s 
instability and the loss of trust in Euro which I will be digging up.  

Let’s wind our clocks back to 1948. The world has just 
gotten out of a disastrous war and Europe is 
struggling to repair itself and regenerate its power. 
But it’s simply too hard for Europe to recover from the 
devastation of war. And just as these are happening, 
USA comes out with Marshall Plan to speed up the 
process of recovery and it works well. The Marshall 
Plan helped rebuild Europe and became the torch 
that gave Europe the ignition to form the EU. But why 
did the Americans give away such large amounts of 
money?  

After The Second World War, United States of 
America wanted to reestablish world order and to 

achieve this they had to help European Countries to rebuild. 

After Europeans rebuilt their countries, they came up with the idea that an economic 
union would prevent or lessen further conflicts. This idea evolved and became the 
basic structure of today’s EU. 

At first, everything seemed well but then bumps appeared on the road when countries 
couldn’t agree on a highly crucial point: the Fiscal Policy. 

We know that there are three kinds of economic policies; Fiscal Policy, Monetary Policy 
and Trade Policy.  

Fiscal policy is about government revenue collection (mainly taxes) and expenditures. 
Monetary policy is the process of the management of countries’ supply of money, and 
Trade policy is a set of rules and regulations that are intended to control international 
trade flows. 

As the gap has kept expanding until this day some more developed countries have 
had to give money to some less developed countries to keep the union up and 
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running. Germany and France are the big brothers and feel responsible to help 
their fellow neighbours in the Union. However their help didn’t last long because 
the Germans and the French worked hard to keep their common currency, Euro, 
stable but as members like Greece and Spain are comparatively less developed, 
they neutralised the German 
and French efforts to stabilise 
the quality and worth of 
Euro. In addition to that, the 
citizens of more developed 
countries had to pay higher 
taxes and eventually they 
became fed up with this 
s i tuat ion and wanted a 
change in their governments. 
This is one reason why in the 
upcoming election in France, 
the current government will 
not be able to gain majority 
vote, as some experts believe. 

Of course this is not the only reason the EU is in crisis. The economic crisis in 2007 
also has a significant impact on the crisis of today. 

In 2007, American banks gave a lot of credits with low interest rates. As credits 
were extended, the house prices rose, the customers asked for more credits and it 
created a cycle, until people realised they weren’t able to pay back their credits. As 
this happened, banks began to sell the houses they had for collateral, in order to 
get their credits back. But as all the banks tried to sell houses the prices fell, thus 
the banks made less money that then they gave as credits.  

This crisis also affected the stock markets across the world thanks to globalisation. 

Globalisation in general, has pros and cons in today’s world. It allows us to know 
what is happening all around the world and thanks to the technological advances 
we can make profits from the Moscow stock market while having a cup of coffee in 
New York. But globalisation also makes us lose money from actions other than ours. 

In this case, as big banks in America such as Lehman Brothers lost money, and 
eventually went bankrupt, people all around the world who trusted them to give 
them their money were affected and this caused other countries, all around the 
world and in EU, to join the debt of USA against private companies. 

But USA could recover from the crisis faster than EU because America, as a single 
country, has a single policy in economics. One monetary, one fiscal and one trade 
policy is in effect all over the country. However, in the European Union this is not 
the case. Although EU shares one common monetary policy via European Central 
Bank, each member country has its own fiscal policy. Therefore it is not easy to go 
in one direction all the time. As an analogy it’s like moving three steps forward and 
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then one step back! So this 
situation also contributed to 
the difficulties in closing the 
gap among members in EU 
and Eurozone.  

Countries all agree that the 
problem is rooted in these 
very reasons but there is not 
one country that has come 
up with a solution yet, 
although many countries 
have affected from this 
issue. 

In January, we saw Greece electing a socialist as the prime minister. This interesting 
person is possibly the face and ideal of the less developed countries whereas in France 
or Germany, in the upcoming elections, we expect to see leaders (either from right or 
left) who are not fans of the EU. This is the outcome of additional taxes and payments 
collected to help Greece and Spain. 

It is thought that the upcoming elections in France and German will also reflect the 
future of Eurozone. For Germany, although Angela Merkel hasn’t declared their final 
opinion, we know that the current government wants to keep Greece in Euro but we 
don’t know how much their economy can last carrying two countries on their shoulders. 

On the other hand we have France who is tired of the unemployed workers in Greece 
coming to France and taking many jobs thus leaving the French unemployed. They have 
been helping Spain and Greece but we know that the French are definitely not happy 
with the extra payments and are about to quit helping the Union. Also, with the election 
of SYRIZA, the government-to-be, (i.e. National Front according latest polls) has said 
that they will not help Greece. 

In Greece, we have a brand new government with a radical prime minister who has sold 
all the luxurious cars belonging to the state and declared that they don’t want more 
debts and is looking for ways out of their debts. 

It is known that economy is an important factor which leads politics but we don’t know 
how much more of economic and/or political gaps the European Union can tolerate. We 
all will see where the European Union is headed, with a Eurosceptic Britain, an 
unsupportive France, the drawbacks of Greece and Spain, and a Germany using all it 
has got to maintain the Union, in the following months.  
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The Political Instability in Ukraine 
by Elif Kürkçü

The political instability in Ukraine has 
been a vital issue since the dissolving 
of the Soviet Union in 1991. After 
Ukraine split away from Russia, the 
economy and the politics became 
weak.  

However, the most brittle part of the 
issue is “The Crimean Region”. The 
Crimean Region was controlled by 
Russia from 1783 to 1954 but since 
then it has been under the control of 
Ukraine. The real conflict upon this 

issue is the Crimean region itself. A lot 
of Russian families live in Crimea, so they do not disagree with the idea of Russia 
controlling that region. On the other hand, some parts of the region disagree with 
the idea of Russia controlling them. This also affects the governments. As Russia 
wants to have the region and interpolate it with its own boundaries, in Ukraine, 
instability in politics arises. A situation in which the European Union (EU) has 
supported Ukraine’s territorial integrity and its commitment is to help the country in 
its path to reform.  

Since April 2014, Russian-backed separatist forces have battled the Ukrainian military 
in the east, where the death toll is now over five thousand. Although in Moscow, the 
Kremlin denies its involvement Ukraine even though NATO has reported the build-up 
of Russian troops and military equipment near Donetsk, it is not hard to see for an 
educated eye that the Russian army is helping the rebel forces in Eastern Ukraine. 
The current crisis began after the massive protests over the corruption of the 
government, misuse of power and use of violence by the police, and the 
unfavourable economic policies in effect since early 2014. 

The relations between Ukraine and EU are currently shaped through the European 
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP); a foreign policy instrument of EU designed for the 
countries which is a neighbour of. However, Ukrainian president hasn’t made any 
decision about joining the EU yet. The EU and the Russian controlled trade bloc are 
both competing for Ukraine and Russia has even threatened Ukraine economically 
with higher gas prices. Both bloc wants Ukraine in their sphere of influence, but 
traditionally Ukraine has been closer to Russia.   
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The United States and European Union have imposed broad economic sanctions 
against Russia in an effort to dissuade further assistance to Ukrainian rebels, 
tightening restrictions on major Russian state banks and else.  We can definitely 
say that this political instability affected both sides in every way possible.  

According to the President of Slovakia, Andrej Kiska, the leaders should be careful 
about “a new status quo” where instability, poverty, violence and hatred are 
“fertilisers and catalysts of terrorism”. He has also stated that “What Ukraine 
needs today is to restore peace, stability, implement reforms and be reassured of 
guarantees of the inviolability of its territory”.  This crucial topic was debated in 
the UN house several times and a lot of precautions and actions were taken by 
the members of the house. UN has also developed organisations and made 
donations to Ukraine recently and the helps are still in progress. Whatever the 
result will be, we believe that it will be beneficial and effective for both sides.  

A lot of actions have been taken throughout the years. Recent actions can be 
seen as big steps to solve this crucial topic. On December 17, 2013, the President 
of Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin announced plans to buy $15bn in Ukrainian 
government bonds and a cut in cost of Russia’s natural gas for Ukraine. In March, 
Putin said his country reserves the right to use all means to protect its citizens in 
Eastern Ukraine. Russian 
forces fired warning shots 
on unarmed Ukrainian 
soldiers marching towards 
an airbase in Sevastopol. 
As the days passed , 
Ukraine’s parliament voted 
to create a 60,000 men 
National Guard to defend 
the country and at the 
same time, UN Security 
Council members voted 
overwhelmingly in support 
of a draft resolution condemning an upcoming referendum on the future of 
Crimea as illegal. Russia vetoed the action and People’s Republic of China 
abstained. In April 2014, NATO announced that it was suspending “all practical 
civilian military co-operations” with Russia.  This was a huge negative effect for 
Russia as Russia was on its own and had no military help from organisations. In 
July, the EU agreed to widen sanctions being imposed on Russia which would 
include an arms embargo. Meanwhile, the US accused Russia of violating a 1987 
nuclear arms deal, the Intermediate Range of Nuclear Forces Treaty. The White 
House said Russia had tested a cruise missile that violates the terms of the treaty. 
In the end of summer 2014, the country prepared to enforce its own retaliatory 
trade restrictions against western countries as EU and US sanctions had built. 
After the sanction, Ukraine’s president offered the separatist east a limited self-
rule for three years under the terms of a peace plan reached with Russia. 
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Pourquoi est-ce que Je Suis Charlie? 
by Deniz Eracar 

The world has heard the name Charlie Hebdo many times since the 7th of January 
2015, the day of the notorious terrorist attack on the French magazine that bore his 
name. Photos spread all over social media and Instagram was filled with posts 
hash-tagged ‘Je suis Charlie’(I am Charlie). All the newspapers wrote about the 
incident on their first pages, making the story reach millions from all over the world. 
Everybody knew it in the shortest and simplest way; Charlie Hebdo was the name 
of a popular weekly magazine and on the morning of the 7th of January 2015, two 
Islamist terrorists armed with rifles forced their way into the newspaper’s 
headquarters and started shooting 11 people and injuring another 11. Innocent 
men were shot and religion was to blame. Nobody bothered to search for other 
reasons or come up with more fulfilling and reasonable explanations. Nobody 
wondered why. After a couple days of posting photos on Instagram, tweeting a few 
words and speaking about what a petrifying religion Islam was, the name Charlie 
Hebdo was nearly forgotten. 
  
The truth, however, was and is a lot more than that. 

The Magazine: 

Charlie Hebdo is a weekly satirical 
newspaper written and published in 
French, and it actually became much 
more popular after the shooting with the 
first post-attack issue being translated 
into six different languages and selling 
more than seven million copies 
worldwide. The magazine’s weekly issues 
consisted of reports, polemics, jokes and 
articles that mock the far right, many 
religions such as Islam, Judaism and 
Catholic Christians, and politics. The 
magazine was being published for a long 
time, almost for 23 years and had a rather 
troubling history with Islamic 
organizations. In the year 2006, the 
magazine was unsuccessfully sued for 
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their re-publication of  the Jyllands-Posten  cartoons of Muhammad. In addition to 
that, one of their 2011 issues covered had a rather troubling history with Islamic 
organizations. In the year 2006, the magazine was unsuccessfully sued for their re-
publication of the Jyllands-Posten cartoons of Muhammad. In addition to that, one 
of their 2011 issues covered a depiction of Mohammed, whose depictions are firmly 
forbidden in Islamic world. After the issue which had the depiction on its cover was 
published, the newspaper’s office was bombed and their website was anonymously 
hacked. The troubles Charlie Hebdo had with the Islamic world were not just limited 
to these. When the satirical newspaper published another series of cartoons in 
which Mohammed was nude, things went off rails. By far the most important attack 
the French magazine ever had was the January 7th shooting that occurred in 2012, 
and police forces had to wait outside the offices to prevent any further terrorist 
attacks towards the cartoonists. 
  
In spite of all the criticism he got from the Islamic world, newspaper’s editor-in-chief 
and cartoonist Stéphane "Charb" Charbonnier stated his opinion quite clearly two 
years before the attack, he said, "We have to carry on until Islam has been rendered 
as banal as Catholicism." 
  
The Cover: 

Things were going just fine for almost three years until the 3rd of November 2015 
issue was published; the copy, which went viral after one day, had many similarities 
with the notorious 3rd of November 2011 cover- with the green background and the 
cartoon of Mohammed who had big eyes with tears in them, was holding a sign that 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jyllands-Posten_Muhammad_cartoons_controversy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jyllands-Posten_Muhammad_cartoons_controversy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jyllands-Posten_Muhammad_cartoons_controversy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jyllands-Posten_Muhammad_cartoons_controversy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charb
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reads ‘Je Suis Charlie’. The cover had the words ‘Tout est pardonne’ above 
Mohammed which means ‘All is forgiven’ when translated into English. The 
depiction on this cover featured Mohammed with a worried and nervous face 
expression, in white clothes similar to ones Muslims wear when they visit Kaaba, 
with big eyes, dark skin and a black beard. 

  
The Attack: 
  
Before they shot Charlie Hebdo’s most well known cartoonists, two hooded men 
were seen bursting into 6 Rue Nicolas-Appert, the address where all the archives 
of Charlie Hebdo were stocked and shouted ‘Is this Charlie Hebdo?’.They had 
only one mistake, they were unaware that the magazine’s headquarters was at 
the tenth Rue Nicolas-Appert. When they encountered cartoonist Coco Rey 
there, they threatened her and forced her to enter the pass code to the door. 
Once they had gotten in they sprayed the lobby with gunfire. This was heard by 
the cartoonists in the HQ but most of them thought it resembled the sound of 
fireworks and thought it was a joke due to the joyous atmosphere. Probably the 
most widely known moment of the terrorist act was the unsuccessful shooting 
of Sigolène Vinson at whom the terrorist screamed ‘I am not killing you because 
you are woman.’ then told her to read the Quran and left screaming Allahu 
Akbar. 
        
The cruel and the horrifying aspects of the Charlie Hebdo act are even more 
clear and dreadful if one knows the complete story. ‘7 November 2015’ was the 
day the whole world mourned over 11 innocent people getting killed under the 
name of God because of what they thought, what they believed in, what they 
wrote and what they drew. ‘7 November 2015’ was the day the whole world lost 
its identity and gathered under a single name: Charlie. 
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ISIL 
by İrem Alp

One of the most dangerous terrorist 
g ro u p s o f t o d a y, t h e m o s t 
dangerous one, ISIL is an extremely 
radical Islamic group, growing out 
of the Al-Qaeda. It was formed in 
April 2013 with the name of Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) 
and it is currently located in Syria, 
Iraq, and a number of towns near 
the Turkish-Syrian border. However, 
the question of ISIL is an issue for 
the entire world; their leaders 
promise to “break their borders” and 
extend their territory; especially in Libya, Lebanon and Jordan.  

What do they want? 

The group aims to enforce its view of  conservative Islamic traditions and it claims  to 
be a running caliphate, a Muslim world ruled by a single political and religious leader. 
ISIL members consider themselves as the only true believers and they hold that the 
rest of the world is made up of heretics who seek to destroy Islam.  

Fighters all around the world 

31,000 jihadists all around the world are believed to be fighting for ISIL. According to 
an estimation of the Soufan Group, a company which provides strategic security 
intelligence services, more than 12,000 foreign nationals from at least 81 countries 
have travelled to Syria to fight over the past three years and these numbers are 
getting higher and higher day by day. ISIL uses social media such as Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter to spread fear all over the globe by sharing execution videos 
and recruit young people who are sympathetic to their cause.  

Where does ISIL get its money from? 

Today, ISIL is a largely self-financed terrorist organisation. Much of its financial 
support comes from wealthy individuals in Arab states, particularly Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia, who support its fight and make huge donations. Initially, the group earns 
millions of dollars a month from the oil and gas fields it controls; the organisation has 
conquered Mosul, Iraq’s second largest city, and exploited the oil resources in the 
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area. ISIL gets money from taxation as well as from payments, smuggling, blackmail 
and kidnapping. 

Barbaric acts 

IS fighters have access to, and are capable of using, a wide variety of small arms and 
heavy weapons, including machine guns, rocket launchers, anti-aircraft guns and 
portable missile systems, tanks and armoured vehicles. They use their power in 
extreme ways; their tactics are so brutal. They attack non-Muslims, and Shabaks and 
Turkmen who are Shia, not Sunni.  ISIL uses beheadings, mass shootings, crucifixions 
and many more barbaric ways to terrorise and kill people.   

A 22-year-old Yazidi woman who had been kidnapped by the group and managed to 
escape  told what she had experienced during she was in the hands of ISIL to the 
National Public Radio’s international correspondent. The woman was afraid to tell her 
name so she used the nickname “Dudu.” She said she had witnessed horrors; the IS 
fighters threatened and tortured her and many other girls. However, now she is safe 
and outside the area controlled by ISIS with her uncle and fiancée.  

11 cultural treasures lost forever 

ISIL does not only target people, it also destroys cultural heritages, religious sites and 
objects, and damages priceless antiquities. The group has been erasing the history in 
Syria and Iraq by a systematic destruction campaign and seriously damaging ancient 
statues, precious temples and archaeological sites. ISIL has blow up Iraq’s 1000-year-
old al-Askari mosque, the ancient church of Tikrit, the tomb of a Biblical prophet, 
Syria’s Armenian Genocide Memorial Church, the city of Hatra itself, and they will 
continue to demolish. 
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Counter Terrorism Activities   

The United Nations (UN) and many countries use their facilities for the 
engagement in the campaign against ISIL and associated extremist terrorist 
groups. The UN Security Council stated that “This terrorist organisation must 
be defeated and that the intolerance, violence and hatred it espouses must be 
stamped out." and adopted resolutions based on the need to counter 
terrorism 
Additionally, the US-led coalition has launched hundreds of air strikes against 
ISIL militant targets in Syria since the campaign began. The fight for Kobani, a 
town close to the Turkish-Syrian border has been one of the key battlegrounds 
and because of the war going on, thousands of residents were forced to flee to 
Turkey while coalition airstrikes targeted the IS fighters. More than 1300 
Syrians have fled to Turkey recently and this situation has led to a serious 
refugee crisis. 

“Just because its ‘not happening here, doesn’t mean it’s not happening!” 

This terrorist group has threatened the international peace and security and 
the conflict has caused a huge humanitarian crisis in the world.  
According to the UN Report on ISIL thousands have been killed, injured; 
hundreds of women have been sold as slaves; many children have been used as 
soldiers. UN humanitarian chief Baroness Amos said last month: “It is vital that 
ordinary people, who have been bearing the brunt of the violence, are 
protected. More than anything, the conflict needs to end so that people can 
begin to rebuild their lives. Syria is in danger of losing a generation of its 
children. Children are the future. We must protect them…”  
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For Brighter Fridays 
by Enis Özmert

United States of America has always been the bed of capitalism and a country of 
people, working long and exhausting hours, commonly referred as waged 
employees. Throughout the 20th century, there have been cases of such kind, 
where the employees were to work for many hours a week and still get a little or 
less payment. 

Such working conditions usually lead to strikes and protests against the employer, 
and that is exactly what is happening in the Walmart protests. The employees 
work about 15 hours every day, including special holidays such as Christmas or 
Thanksgiving, and even though they are working so hard, their hourly wage is 
about $9.75. Economists estimate that if their hourly wage is raised to $12, the 
products would have to be only 47 cents more expensive. I ask you, is it worth a 
mother not being able to give her kids proper care and not seeing them, so a 
select few can make a few billion dollars more?  

Those protests actually started two years ago but it was not a big deal back then. 
The strike last year was done in the Black Friday, the day after Thanksgiving. They 
affected 1600 stores USA-wide and got huge media attention in portals like 
Twitter.
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“I have to depend on government mostly” says Fatmata Jabbie, a 21-year old 
single mother of two who earns $8.40 an hour working at Walmart in Alexandria, 
Virginia. She makes ends meeting with food stamps, subsidized housing and 
Medicaid. “Walmart should pay us $15 an hour and let us work full-time hours” 
she says. “That would change our lives. That would change our whole path. I 
wouldn’t be dependent on government too much. I could buy clothes for my 
kids”. And she is not the only one, there are many examples for the situation 
she is in. 

Well, is the American understanding of economy weakening? Although it is a 
fact that the rate of it is dropping, it is far too early for us to say so in a hundred 
percent accuracy, but, there are some signs that show us that it is. First of all, 
Republicans, have gained the majority of seats in the American Senate. 
Republicans are known to be in a state of “ease” in the issue concerning the 
implementation of free market economy. Ex-Im banks were highly controversial 
in the Senate after about 80 years of silence, which means that there is an 
awakening. Although there are other signs, in my opinion this is the most crucial 
one as those banks represent a special part of the government. 

All around the country, people are fighting for their rights whether it is for 
legalization of same sex marriage or to stamp out racism or to get decent wages 
with decent working hours. I believe the order is changing and I am really proud 
of the development. I am not saying I am a radical revolutionist with utopic 
ideas in my head and I am absolutely not an annoying person who has a motto 
for everything, but I like seeing people fight for themselves, for their kids and to 
create a bright future. The Walmart, protestors are finally out there searching for 
a convenient job. So if you are reading this article, please think, what can we do 
to create something better and newer, that people can benefit from? What can 
our duty be in this search for our rights process? 
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Feminist or Femi-Nazi? 
by Meltem Cana Etiz

Do you believe that a woman, in her prime, should 
have the right to express her ideas and follow her 
aspirations? Is it, in your opinion, acceptable for a 
woman to ask a man out on a date or have the 
same sexual history? Do you think that a woman 
deserves the same judicial, educational and 
employment rights? No less, no more… If so, 
congratulations! You sir or madam are indeed a 
feminist. However “feminist” is a title worn proudly 
by the informed and incorrectly by the ignorant. It 
is completely up to you to decide which group you 
belong to. The Oxford Dictionary defines the mass 
noun as “The  advocacy of women’s  rights on the 
ground of the equality of the sexes”.  

The fact that women were seen, used and treated as property for most of the last 
three to four millennia, is not news. Sexual slavery and human trafficking are still 
ongoing issues to this day. Yet over time, females 
have risen to take their rightful place next to their 
generation’s males. That is precisely what the 
ideology states and aims to achieve. Look back to 
the previous sentence. Do you see the words, 
“next to”? Well, they’re there for a reason. They’re 
there because women no longer are/should be 
figuratively behind men, but they shouldn’t be 
and are not in front of them either. Feminism 
doesn’t just protect the rights of the female sex, it 
also protects equality and the deserved rights and 
privileges of the opposite sex. 

The term “feminism” traces back to the word 
“féminisme” in 19th Century France. Whether it 
was the large groups of protestors and activists or 
(perhaps earlier in history) “suffragettes”* ,who 
used and attempted to protect it, the “feminist” 
title always had an important place in recent history.  

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/advocacy
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/woman
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/right
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/equality
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/sex
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/advocacy
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/woman
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/right
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/equality
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/sex
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However, it is upsetting to 
see the colossal number of 
misinterpretations causing 
the ideology to be twisted 
to the point of becoming a 
lost cause. Many people 
(most of which are women) 
use “feminism” to shield 
their radical and unnecessary 
actions. Those people have 
both formally and informally 
been called “Femi-Nazis”. 
T h e y c h a n n e l t h e i r 
psychological and social 
issues through phrases like 
“ M e n a r e E v i l ! ” a n d 
“Woman is above Man”, 
which not only being a clear 
act of discrimination, leads 
others to believe that having 
a feminist ideology requires 
a vain and fascist personality. 
The re have a l so been 
reports of extreme violence 
towards men inflicted by 
femi-nazi women calling 

themselves “feminists”. Records of physical abuse, murder and even castrations 
appear in files regarding discriminatory acts and hate crimes. Due to these tragic 
events, a counter philosophy was born, bringing male minds to protest feminism 
on the internet by using the hashtag “#Mennist”. 

Despite its infamous attributes, the refined feminist culture is much needed in 
today’s planet Earth. Especially in developing countries, child marriage, difference 
in boy-to-girl education ratio, sexual and physical abuse, unequal wages, slavery 
and prostitution are a few of the countless concerns that divide men and women. 
All of which are results of misconceptions and anti-feminist beliefs.  

So, take a moment to think, to realise, where your conscience lies. You are now 
informed enough to make a decision. Choose your title well and remember to 
wear it proudly. 

*suffragettes: women who figuratively fought for the right to vote in the late 
19th century and early 20th century.  
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Game of Thrones and Politics 
by Elifsu Gözen

Honourable delegates who watch the show, and highly esteemed chairs who had read 
the book; as MUNers and being interested in political issues, we see the diplomatic and 
politic side of everything. Reasoning that, I can say that Game of Thrones has a lot 
going on including political issues, backstabbing, cheating, fighting for an 
uncomfortable throne, rubbish leaders (or let’s say Joeffry), enslaving and slavery, 
surprisingly fighting for human rights, murder, torment, and death all the time. A lot of 
you might know that the “world’s most uncomfortable throne” has seen many wars, 
bloodshed and sweat. Warm hearted or evil, all of monarchs of the seven kingdoms are 
after this chair. Whether stating that they are taking sides of other dynasties, people 
have always been thirsty for adjudgment. As the series are mainly about blood, fight, 
honour, partly love, and most of the time politics, without doubt, I can say that this show 
is epic and includes the craziest higgledy-piggledy you can ever imagine! 

To start with, Game Of Thrones has much 
similarity from history. Not only do the rules 
of political science apply to the world of 
Westeros in very much the same way as they 
do in our own, but George R. R. Martin’s 
characters provide excellent case studies for 
making otherwise abstract aspects of political 
t h e o r y f a r m o re e a s i e r ( a n d m o re 
entertaining) to grasp. Will justice ever take 

the throne? We don’t think so. Will we ever see Daenerys Targaryen (unless she dies) 
sitting on that throne? Are we going to see Tyrion Lannister slapping someone’s face 
again?  Who will die next? What is Sansa Stark doing? And many more questions in our 
minds are turning like a tornado.   

House Lannister holds the throne, while their family is falling apart one by one. House 
Baratheon has the right to claim the throne by blood and by war but Stannis Baratheon’s 
fantasy life and his brother Renly’s irrelevant efforts do not help anything. Daenerys 
Targaryen claims to have the right blood for the Iron Throne and for ruling the world 
while her armies are an ocean away and her dragons are pretty much uncontrollable as 
Ser Jorah has stated before. House Tyrell plays this game better than anyone in the 
seven kingdoms but hasn’t achieved anything yet. House Stark are the only ones with 
faith in playing fair, but most of the time, they (unknowingly) end up dead. (Maybe 
because of the curse of Sean Bean)
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Most people who watch The 
Game Of Thrones, (you have 
guessed correctly, I haven't read 
the books.) believe that Tyrion has 
the ability and the intelligence to 
all of the Seven Kingdoms with the 
snap of a finger but like the history 
of the Ottoman Empire, the lives 
of the people who fight for the 
throne are in a pool where the 
water is made of wickedness. 
Because of the fact that Lannister's 
mother has died giving a birth to Tyrion, his family never accepted him. Plus, he is a dwarf. 
We can see the discriminative side of the world affecting even a fictional one. Even his 
own sister, hates him, maybe having some calculable reasons (here comes the spoiler) like 
blaming him for the death of his son or his mother. We can clearly imagine the means she 
will use against Tyrion just to get him away from the throne. When it comes to Daenerys, 
she is the one everyone believes in. However the truth is that, the power she had is gone 
because she no longer has any control on her dragons which made her this robust. This 
will lead to her losing her army, and maybe her life... She may be clever and have the right 
blood for the throne, but she will turn to a pile of dust in the Westeros.  

Also, the Lannister's are trying to keep a boy on the throne and make him rule the world. 
There is something missing in this puzzle. Sooner or later, people will understand that a 
boy cannot rule the world. This will, hopefully, affect the trend of the fight. Maybe, finally 
the Lannister's will withdraw from the fight as they are losing the most powerful ones, day 
by day.  

We can maybe say that when Tyrion quips “one game at a time” to Varys’s reports about 
dragons, he is echoing Abraham Lincoln’s reply to Secretary of State Stanton during  the 
Trent crisis. Whenever the word “Dothraki” is spoken on the show, replace the word with 
“Mongol” for a better understanding of how huge a threat the Golden Horde was to 
Europe. Whenever Stannis Baratheon mentions the “Lord of Light,” just picture what 
would happen if a major U.S. presidential candidate pledged his full faith to Lucifer. And 
naturally, all this goes without bringing up the white walkers, who function a bit like a 
climate-change debate nobody in Westeros wants to discuss since the issues about 
climate change or such are never valued enough in every world we create. Whether in our 
world, earth or the worlds in our minds climate change is constantly ignored. However, as 
watching the show, I can clearly observe that the end will come because of the white 
walkers.  

To sum up, I can say that Game of Thrones is the place where you can see the whole 
history we have learnt to far being repeated. The show demonstrates us the mistakes we 
made, the beliefs we had which carry us to death, and the "good" we lost.  

Valar morghulis, Valar dohaeris...

http://books.google.com/books?id=L1FyFWcojbcC&pg=PA173&dq=%2522one+war+at+a+time%2522+Trent+Lincoln&hl=en&sa=X&ei=vWhdU5auM9bKsQSQ2oD4BA&ved=0CFMQ6AEwBw#v=onepage&q=%2522one%2520war%2520at%2520a%2520time%2522%2520Trent%2520Lincoln&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=L1FyFWcojbcC&pg=PA173&dq=%2522one+war+at+a+time%2522+Trent+Lincoln&hl=en&sa=X&ei=vWhdU5auM9bKsQSQ2oD4BA&ved=0CFMQ6AEwBw#v=onepage&q=%2522one%2520war%2520at%2520a%2520time%2522%2520Trent%2520Lincoln&f=false
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And the Oscar goes to…

(The following movies were assigned to their categories 
through several surveys. However, the numerical evaluations 
are made by an individual, therefore are subjective. The 
scores were determined by the general depth and quality 
of the movies. Feel free to watch and rate the movies 
on your own.) 

1. Most Heroic Moment in a War Movie – Saving 
Private Ryan: 9/10 

2. Cheapest Political Comedy- The Dictator: 4/10 

3. Best Environmentally Educational Animation- The 
Lorax: 6/10 

4. Best Anti- Discrimination- To Kill a Mockingbird: 
9/10 

5. Saddest World War II Movie- Schindler’s List: 8/10 & 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 7/10 (Tie) 

6. The Animation Which Made us All Cry- The Lion 
King 8/10* 

7. Most Accurate Depiction of a Genocide- Hotel 
Rwanda 9/10 

8. Best Medical Thriller- Side Effects 6/10 

9. Most Historically Inaccurate Action- 
Gladiator 3/10 

10. Most Heart-Wrenching Fantasy/Fiction- The 
Green Mile 10/10 

11. Best Expression of Thirst for Freedom- 
Braveheart 7/10 

12. Best Soundtrack- The Lion King 7/10* 
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10 Interesting Facts!

1.John F. Kennedy’s father gave him one million dollars 
when he turned 21. 

2.Adolf Hitler was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1939. 

3.On the 7th of August 1979, in Mississippi, USA, Robert 
E. Joiner was declared winner over W.H. Pyron with 
133,578 votes to 133,152. The loser got more than 
49.999% of the votes for the Highway Commissioner. 

4.Although USA was established in 1776 the first president 
ever to visit Europe (while he was the president) was 
Woodrow Wilson in 1918. 

5.No one in Greece can choose not to vote. Voting is 
required for every citizen older than 18. 

6.Norman Thomas ran for presidency in USA six times 
(1928, 1932, 1936, 1940, 1944 and 1948) and didn’t win any. 

7.India is the world’s largest democracy with more than 
700 million votes. 

8.The oldest still existing governing body operates in 
Iceland and was established in 930 BC. 

9.British elections are always held on Tuesdays. 

10.Abraham Lincoln’s secretary was Mrs. Kennedy and 
John F. Kennedy’s secretary was Mrs. Lincoln. Both men were 

assassinated in office.
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Warning: the context you are about to see can 
apply to your personality and behaviours before, 
during and after a Model United Nations 
conference. If you see any symptoms that have 
been listed down below at yourself, don’t panic! 
This is just a temporary period of time. (Hopefully) 

 Pre-MUN syndromes, 

 Everything stars when you are assigned to your country and your committee… 

• The urge to speak about your country all the time, 
• Frequent normal day chats with your friends turns into political UN topics, 
• A strange desire to buy all formal dresses and high heels you see during 

shopping, 
• Writing everything in a resolution format, 
• Speaking in third person while you are talking about something simple, 
• Frequent visits to UN related websites and websites of your conference, 
• Planning all outfits for the conference in detail, 3 weeks before the actual 

conference, 
• Thinking about your topic and operative clause ideas for your resolution, 
• Strange daydreaming of you being the main submitter and winning the best 

delegate award, 

 MUN syndromes during the conference, 

 So this period stars when you get your badge and file until the closing 
ceremony… 

• The urge to meet with everyone during lobbying, 
• Asking everyone whether they have any clause ideas, 
• Talking your delegation with other delegates, 
• Strange addiction to writing gossips, 
• Re-reading your speech more than three times quietly, 

MUN Syndromes…
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• Frequent thought whether it was a good idea to wear high heels or not, 
• Thinking about how you deserve the award, 
• Thinking about MUN pick-up lines, 
• Judging a delegate’s outfit, 
• The urge to hold your plaque high, 
• The urge to send a note to a random delegate every single minute (please 

think about the lovely admins) 

 MUN syndromes after the conference, 

 The final part which may show its effect for up to 2 weeks, 

• Talking about how great the conference with your friends who don’t 
understand anything you say, 

• The feeling of high heels and how it hurt your feet for 4 days, 
• Individual attempts to use a plaque with his or her name on it in school to 

speak and feels it is acceptable to pass notes or bring motions in the 
classroom. (This syndrome often results in embarrassment or reprimand.) 

• Weird cravings for bite-sized coffee break snacks, 
• The urge to re-read your resolution to see the lacking points, 

If you experienced any of these syndromes and more, don’t worry!  You are not 
alone. Everyone once walked through this path. Just try to remain calm and 
remember, you were perfect in that conference and definitely had the time of 
your life. After all, this was a very joyful and exciting experience! 



Test yourself on your knowledge of leaders and their famous quotes; here is a 
match-up quiz! 
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Leaders and Their Famous Quotes! 

1. “Be the change you want to see in the world.” 
2. “I have a dream that my four children will one 
day live in a nation where they will not be judged 
by the colour of their skin, but by the content of 
their character.”  
3. “Impossible is a word only to be found only in 
the dictionary of fools.”  
4. “Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the 
courage to continue that counts.” 
5. “I am not such a dictator that I would shut 
down Facebook. I’ll merely imprison anyone who 
logs in to it.” 
6. “We have split an ocean of blood for 
brotherhood and unity of our peoples and we 
shall not allow anyone to touch or destroy it from 
within.”  
7.. “The days are gone forever when our enemies 
could blackmail us with nuclear bombs.”  
8. “Mankind must put an end to war before war 
puts an end to mankind.” 
9. “Freedom is never more than one generation 
away from extinction. We didn’t pass it to our 
children in our bloodstream. It must be fought 
for, protected and handed on for them to do the 
same.” 
10. “I am extraordinarily patient, provided I get 
my own way in the end.” 

a) Martin Luther King,Jr. 

b) John F. Kennedy 

c) Ronald Reagan 

d) Marshal Tito 

e) Kim Jong-un 

f) Mahatma Gandhi 

g) Napoleon Bonaparte 

h) Margaret Thatcher 

i) Winston Churchill 

j) Muammar Gaddafi 



Answer the following questions to find out which house and which position is the 
most suitable for you. Let’s find out who you are! 

1. Are you into politics? 

a. Not really; I’m here for the fun.  

b. I am definitely a politician; I love 
politics! 

c. I like listening but I’m scared of 
talking about it.  

d. Yeah, I like discussing politics. 

2. At a time of crisis, what would you do? 

a. I’d do what everyone is doing. 

b. I’d find a solution and try to control the panic. 

c. I’d go crazy and panic a lot! Later, if I calm down, I’ll do what they order 
me to do. 

d. I’d try to understand what is happening and look for some possible 
solutions. 

3. How many nights you can go on without sleep? 

a. I guess I can handle one night. 

b. Depends on the coffee. With coffee, I can go on for a long time. 

c. I can’t stand. I love sleeping! 

d. I can go on a lot, I’m used to not sleeping.  
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The Sorting Quiz 



4. In a debate; if the person against you is defeating you, what would you do? 

a. I’d cry. 

b. I’d lie to get rid of the person. 

c. I’d congratulate the person. 

d. SHOOT THAT DELEGATE IN THE FACE! Just kidding of course; but I’d do 
everything I can to win. 

5. How long can you stand with formal clothes especially with high heels or 
bowties? 

a. If the environment is suitable I can hold on for the whole day; I guess. 

b. I’m always classy, no problem with me. 

c. I can’t! I need to be comfortable. 

d. I have never dressed formal but I don’t think it 
should be hard. 

6. Can you run for a long time? 

a. I need to give some breaks but I can. 

b. I’ll make other people run for me. 

c. Of course, I love running! 

d. Can’t run, must sit. Really though, I prefer not to run; I’m not very good at it. 

7. How successful you see yourself? 

a. I made some pretty good stuff which is successful. I’m proud of myself. 

b.  Every work I do becomes successful because I work very hard on each of them, 
and “I” do them. 

c. I have not succeeded in anything, yet. But I’m hopeful about the future. 

d. I can’t say I’m the best but I’m not bad for sure. 
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8. Do you like stalking people? 

a. Hıh… Please. Just give me a name. 

b. I don’t need to. People find me, I don’t find them. 

c. If I like the person a lot, I might. 

d. I check out the people I met. There is nothing wrong with it, right? 

9. Think of a situation that you are trying to make every one like you, but 
there a person who keeps annoys you, what would you do? 

a. Find a way to stay away from that person. 

b. I’ll talk to that person and make him/her behave nicely. 

c. I’ll tell the person that he/she annoys me and that he/she shouldn’t come 
close to me. 

d. I’d act like I like the person, so that he/she would like me, too. 

Bonus Question 

10.  Are you fabulous? 

a. Yes! 

b. I am the dictionary meaning of it. 

c. Imm… Not really. 

d. I am the Fab Lord! 

Well done, you reached the end of the sorting quiz. Now, count your answers 
and be ready to learn your house and position in the MUN! 

NOTE (!!): Do not count your answer of the bonus question unless there are 
more than one mostly answers.  

Mostly “A”s, 

Congratulations, the Sorting Quiz sorted you into the Hufflepuff House and 
you are the new member of the press team! You are friendly, honest, loyal and rather 
impartial. Hufflepuffs are not as competitive as the members of other houses and are 
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more modest about their accomplishments. You play fair and cool so you should be a 
member of press team! You don't have much work as the others but you are always 
up for some fun! You are good at human relations and communication. A good press 
member always follows something. It could be news, fashion, celebrities, political 
issues or anything they are interested on. You probably have writing skills, too. 
Continue working on your skills and hobbies, you can become anything you want if 
you believe and study enough. Never say never! 

Mostly Bs, 

Congratulations sir or madam; according to the Sorting Quiz, you are a brilliant 
chair and a successful Rawenclaw! Greetings from here, as you have the ability to 
conduct everyone and everything! This is one of the most rare and significant abilities 
of all!  You are intelligent, wise, and quick at giving orders. We can say that you are 
the wise one but be careful! You might sometimes ignore people. Additionally, you 
have interest in politics. Your cleverness makes you classy and bossy. You are never 
afraid to talk too much or less, people are there to listen to you! You are one of the 
most successful members of MUN! Rawenclaw is waiting for you! 

Mostly Cs,   

Congratulations, the Sorting Quiz says that you are a Gryffindor which means that 
you are also an admin! Since Gryffindors are commonly running all around, trying to 
help everyone; they are the admins! Basically, admins are the people in the 
committee who are there to help every single delegate and chairs with passion and 
patience. You have the energy of an admin! You are able to be standing still all the 
time and you have the quality to help out! Although, you are a bit shy and afraid of 
the consequences of your steps, do not be ashamed of who you are and be proud! 
You are one step behind to become a delegate but don’t forget; admins learn a lot of 
things by watching so when they become a delegate, they become the best one. For 
now, try not to break the rules and study until you are ready to shine!  

Mostly Ds, 

Congratulations as you have been chosen to be the next Slytherin and the most 
brilliant delegate! As the delegates are the most ambitious and formidable ones, we 
can say that you are suitable for this duty! Like Slytherins, delegates don't want to 
lose, and believe us they would do anything to win! You know what you want and you 
know how to get it. This is why sometimes you act only for your purposes and think 
selfish but we are sure that you know your boundaries. You can control yourself better 
than most people. Furthermore, you are also good at finding new, different and 
creative solutions. You are convenient to become the next best delegate, and maybe 
someone whom everybody will be jealous about...  
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We asked people on the school corridors and MUN club, what were their thoughts or 

ideas  about MUN and PDC and here are sweet, meaningful but at the same time 
absurd answers that we have acquired: 

When I started MUN for the first time at middle school, it seemed a good way to meet 
with new friends. Only when I became a part of PDC was I able to realize that MUN 
means more than meeting with new people to me. It is probably the best way to 
develop your public speaking skills, as you have to make countless speeches in order 
to become a successful delegate. I had unforgettable memories at the several 
conferences and I am more than glad to meet them all. My life wouldn't be the same 
without MUN, as it helped me to develop myself in certain aspects. 

- Çağla Ergül (a veteran with a long and informative answer) 

Meeting new people, developing myself on the world issues and amazing memories… 

- Zeynep Tana Aslan (a veteran with a short and slightly less informative 
answer) 

Group of students pretending to be politicians! 

- Yankı Ayhan  (we were caught between feeling offended and 
acknowledging the truth) 

Torture, sweat, blood but I like it. It is like masochism, but in a good way. 

- Elifsu Gözen (a jolly fellow that must have read Churchill’s “Blood, Toil, 
Tears and Sweat” speech one time too many) 

People dressed in black, much like penguins. 

- Andaç Dodi (we were only able to laugh at the thought of so many 
penguins) 
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What do MUN and PDC mean to you?



MUN is a unique platform that enables and empowers its participants to change the 
world into the ideal model that it represents. 

- Can Sarp Özcan (a veteran with a short yet informative answer) 

MUN is staying up until 3 am crying because you can’t write a position paper about a 
topic you didn’t know existed until 7 hours ago, then smiling the next day, glad you 
tried your best when it’s your turn to speak. 

- Meltem Cana Etiz (a very straightforward and enthusiastic MUNer) 

Chair reports that actually no one reads. 

- Elif Kürkçü (Editors Note: You might think so, but they are full of knowledge 
and might come with ideas. It’s best to read them) 

Pain, only pain but I like it. 

- Sude Günel (at this point we were convinced that the pain is a catching 
disease) 

A place where I can reflect myself. 

- Çınar Alpdündar (a very heartfelt comment) 

Debate all day, party all night! 

- Alican Yıldızalp (The weirdest image and definition for a party to ever be 
created.) 

Working your heinie off, and getting through only few days. 

- Sıla Baltacı (Translation: Hard work that pays off immediately.) 

-

Sleepless nights of position papers, CIA world Factbook researches ,fruitful debates, 
competitive conferences, high-heels that I finally learned how to walk with, socializing 
and making amazing friends, organizing conferences with the best organization family 
ever and dealing with the “crisis” all together! 

- Dilara Dalbay (yet another veteran that has shortly summed up a sunnier side) 
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A hard to get in club! 

- Alara Selen Merdin (well we are a group the elite, are we not?) 

A real family! 

- Zeynep Metin (we were in tears) 

Thanks to MUN, I have become someone I never believed I could. I don’t think that 
the words are going to be able to describe it; you have to experience and live it. 

- Elif Kurtay (We do follow the law of “you had to be there to understand”) 

High quality pickup line source 

- Annonymus (If any works, tell us so we’ll use them) 

MUN is trying to stay up till’ 3 a.m. with 5 shots of espresso on your desk just because 
you have to work on your 18th clause for a conference that you were selected 28 hours 
before and this clauses being 10 pages and getting stressed out because it is too 
good and too like a real UN resolution to be discussed. 

- Deniz Eracar (First MUNer to stress over a high quality resolution) 

And above all of them, MUN is a family, an enlightening experience in high school. 
There are some times that are hard, for example when you are trying to write a ton of 
position papers while studying to 5 exams, but I believe that this is what makes us 
closer, what makes this high school experience, truly amazing. We may have an 
addiction to coffee but we also do have an addiction to debating. MUN isn’t just a 
club, it is a place where you can develop problem solving and debating skills, make 
new friends from all over the world and enlarge your knowledge and thoughts on 
world issues. MUN, with its down sides and upsides, is an eye opening experience. 
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